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MARTY’S 
TROLLEY 
FOLLY 0 

Beep sinks $475 K 
into failed buses 



The fake trolley that travels among several tourist attractions in Brooklyn has been a bust, a 
new study shows. Riders are typically neighborhood residents, not tourists. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A trolley-styled shuttle bus that was con- 
ceived as a way of bringing tourists to Brook- 
lyn’s cultural destinations is actually being 
mostly used by locals hitching a free ride, a 
new study has found — yet Borough President 
Markowitz is about to sink nearly half a million 
taxpayer dollars into keeping the “disappoint- 
ing” system going. 

Markowitz has allocated $475,000 to buy a 
new, fuel-efficient fake trolley to run its circular 
route, despite a report by the Center for the Urban 
Future that said the service functions mostly as 
“free transportation to go shopping or save [local 
residents] a walk across the park.” 


Paper holiday 

The Brooklyn Paper's offices will be clos- 
ed Thursday and Friday, Sept. 13 and 14. 


Even the executive director of the agency that 
runs the trolley admits they’re a failure. 

“If you talk to the trolley drivers, it’s the same 
lady and her three kids every Saturday at 3 pm and 
they’re going from ballet on the west side of the 
park to something else on the east side of the park,” 
said Ellen Salpeter, who runs Heart of Brooklyn, 
the privately and publicly funded community de- 
velopment group that operates the trolley. 

The Markowitz-funded new vehicle will be 
greener, but critics say it’ll be a waste of another 
kind of green unless there are major changes to 
the way the service is promoted to tourists. 

The fake trolley connects several stops inside 
Prospect Park with the Brooklyn Public Library at 
Grand Army Plaza, the Brooklyn Museum and 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

In 2006, the weekends-only shuttle attracted 
only 18,000 people — and the report’s author, 
Tara Colton, said the ridership breakdown proba- 
bly mimicked the results of a 2006 Heart of 
Brooklyn study that revealed that 78 percent of 
visitors to local institutions come from Brooklyn 
See FOLLY on page 10 



Heads up! 

Brooklyn Cyclones catcher Cesar Cordido chases after a pop-up during Monday's 5-0 
victory over the hated Staten Island Yankees. Both the Clones and their rivals have qual- 
ified for the playoffs — and may meet in the first round, which begins Sunday. See The 

Paper's "Triple-Threat Cyclones Coverage" on page 18. 


GARDEN 

SNAKES 

Flower fiends 
filching foliage 

By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A mysterious gang of marauding plant thieves has been yank- 
ing flowers and snagging herbs right out of the gardens of some 
lush homes in Bay Ridge. 

At least 12 residents in a seven-block radius awoke two Fridays 
ago to discover that someone had used clippers to swipe their cher- 
ished shrubbery. 

Residents were aghast at the sheer barbarism of the act. 

“I was crying all morning,” said Fatama Yafei, a resident of 247 
79th St. “What kind of people would do something like this?” 

The “who” remains a mystery, but the “where” is public knowl- 
edge, at least to residents accustomed to the beautifully manicured 
lawns and gardens of Bay Ridge. 

The green-thumbed perps hit the blocks between 79th and 86th 
Streets from Shore Road to Third Avenue, where stems now wither 
in front of many homes where green goodness formerly blossomed. 

It appears that more than one person is involved due to the sheer 
scope of the vandalism. 

Yafei says she believes the bandits struck her house between 2 
and 4 am, when they opened her front gate, walked into the middle 
of her garden, and cleanly clipped a three-foot high shrub known 

See CARDEN THIEF on page 1 6 


A chicken-and-egg thing 

Red Hook rancher to be honored at Farm Aid 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Cockle doodle ducted 

A troop of Red Hook chickens will 
share a bill with Willie Nelson and 
Neil Young at Sunday’s eco-chic Farm 
Aid rock benefit on Randall’s Island. 

Organizers of the Sept. 9 show — 
an annual benefit for family farms — 
reached out to urban chicken rancher 
Maria Mackin and asked her to bring 
her egg-layers to the all-day concert to 
promote sustainable, local agriculture. 


“They said to come on out and bring 
chicken wire. They’ll supply the bales 
of hay,” said Mackin, who described the 
chicken’s job at the all-day festival as 
“hanging out.” She said she planned to 
transport six of her calmer fowl in the 

Mackin and her husband Declan 
Walsh are pioneers in the world of ur- 
ban farming. While other members of 
the organic elite grow heirloom toma- 
toes, squash and exotic spices, the cou- 
ple has kept a brood of squawking, 
hawking and hatching chickens in their 
backyard for years, selling 
the eggs for profit (and 
fame, it seems). 

In Brooklyn, the wild- 
feathered birds — one 
looks like Rod Stewart 
with a spiky crown of or- 
ange feathers; another re- 
sembles Phyllis Diller — 
have plenty of fans. 

“They’re quite a sight,” 
said Kayla Soyer-Stein, a 
frequent customer at the 
Mackin-Walsh egg stand. 
Soyer-Stein, who enjoys 
scrambling the fresh yolks 
with a little Tabasco-brand 
See CHICKS on page 8 



Red Hook's chicken farmer, Maria Mackin, will 
be honored at Farm Aid this weekend. 


Maria's chicks 



Breed: Araucana Chicken 

Characteristics: A South 

for its trusting nature. 
Fun Fact: Hens lay pas- 
tel-colored eggs. The 
Easter bunny got nuttiri 
on this chick! They don't 
just look good, but are 


Breed: Cochin 
Characteristics: The 

perfect arm candy. Im- 
ported from China in 
the early 1 9th century as 
a show bird, the Cochin 
gained popularity in the 
west because of its nur- 

Fun fact: This bird can 
get violent in the close 
quarters of the coop! 


Breed: Buff Brahma 
Characteristics: These 
are big, dumb birds val- 
ued for the mod pat- 
terns on their golden 
feathers and their 

Fun Fact: These birds 
like to hang out. They 



Bright day 

The 40th annual West Indian-American parade on La- 
bor Day drew a million spectators — and hundreds 
of colorfully clad performers — to Eastern Parkway. 


Bush’s tornado aid goes 
to Queens, not Brooklyn 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

President Bush will send 
disaster relief funds to victims 
of the Aug. 8 storm that un- 
leashed a tornado on Bay 
Ridge — but the White House 
is only sending money to 
Queens, not Brooklyn. 

As you might imagine, local 
officials in Bay Ridge are buzz- 
ing like a Category 1 twister. 

“People are having difficulty 
recovering from the tornado be- 
cause the process for making a 
decision has been too slow,” 
said Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge), who had urged the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management 
Agency — and his fellow Re- 


publican at the head of the exec- 
utive branch — to do the right 
thing by Bay Ridge. 

Hundreds of cars, houses and 
roofs were damaged or destroyed 
by the tornado’s 136-mile-per- 
hour winds that touched down 
around 67th Street between 
Fourth and Seventh avenues. 

The tornado may have 
touched down in Bay Ridge, but 
Queens, not Brooklyn, bore the 
brunt of the damage, said FEMA 
spokeswoman Barbara Lynch. 

“The borough of Queens was 
really in a lot worse shape,” said 
Lynch. “That’s why residents of 
Queens will be the only ones el- 
igible for the aid at this time.” 
Indeed, news coverage of the 
storm did focus on the first-ever 


tornado in Bay Ridge, but in 
Queens, more than 1,300 homes 
were damaged, compared to 80 
in Brooklyn. There was also ex- 
tensive flooding in Queens. 

Lynch said that Brooklyn 
could still get a piece of the fed- 
eral relief pie, but as in the Sept. 
1 relief announcement, that de- 
cision must be made by the 
president. 

Fossella met with FEMA of- 
ficials last Friday and demanded 
a recount. 

“I spoke with top officials to 
express the community’s frus- 
tration,” said Fossella. 

The agency agreed to Fossel- 
la’s request to re-examine how 
and where the relief money was 
allocated. 



Slowin' in the new year 

Rabbi Aaron Raskin of Congregation B'nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights (left) and Pratt Insti- 
tute's rabbi, Simcha Weinstein, blow shofars to ring in Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, 
which begins on Wednesday night. 
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Life's great moments 
happen spontaneously 



Everything else takes some planning 

GUARANTEED 10 YEAR TERM LIFE INSURANCE 

Coverage Amount 

$250.000.00 $500.000.00 $1.000.000.00 

/ $13.35 $18.69 $28.04 
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Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 



M 


MURRAY 



1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 


WHERE TO OO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

September 8 



Monster bash 

Billed as "a block party 
aimed at sensory over- 
load," the second annual 
Monster Island Arts and 
Music Festival will fea- 
ture bands like Dynasty 
Electric and a project 
with members of the Ex 
Models (pictured) in 
addition to film screen- 
ings, art installations, a 
cookout and more. 

2 pm-10 pm at Monster 
Island (201 KentAve., at 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg). Free. For 
information, visit 


SUNDAY 

September 9 

Ride the 
wave 

Live doo-wop, a book 
signing by pro-fish kids 
author Jason Kelly and a 
slew of other activities 
make the New York 
Aquarium's "Sea Life 
Sock Hop" the place to 
be this weekend. And 
when the hop stops at 4 
pm, there will still be 
some sunlight left to 
enjoy the beach by. 
Noon-4 pm at the New York 
Aquarium (Surf Avenue at 
West Eighth Street in Coney 
Island). $12 for adults, $8 for 
kids. For information, call 
(718) 265-FISH. 



TUESDAY 

September 1 1 



Dancers 

remember 

Today, the Silver-Brown 
Dance Company performs 
its commemorative dance, 
"OASIS 4," in the park at 
the foot of Washington 
Street — which has the 
best views of Lower Man- 
hattan that you can get 
— in order to "to honor 
the human spirit, and to 
send a valentine to the 
city of New York." 

7 pm in the park at the foot of 
Washington Street in DUMBO. 
Free. For information, visit 


WEDNESDAY 

September 1 2 

Give a Hooti 

Drop into Alison Houtte's 
vintage shop, Hooti 
Couture, to check out 
the store's new look in 
addition to its new fall 
collection. If vintage 
clothes are your bag, you 
can stock up for fall and 
beyond. 

1 1 am-8 pm at Hooti Couture 
(321 Flatbush Avenue 
between Park Place and 
Seventh Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). For information, call 
(718) 857-1977. 



FRIDAY 


September 1 4 



Running men 

Local heroes the Walk- 
men bring their show to 
the newly opened Music 
Hall of Williamsburg. We 
loved their last album, a 
remake of the John Len- 
non-produced Harry Nils- 
son record "Pussy Cats," 
but would be happy to 
hear whatever original 
material the band's been 
working on as well. 

8 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williams- 
burg). $20 in advance, $22 day 
of. For information, visit www. 
musichallolwilliamsburg.com. 
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Ricky’s opens! 
Where’s porn? 


HEIGHTS 

LOWDOWN 



Juliana Bunim 


E ver since Ricky’s — the bright 
pink, techno-music bumping 
beauty shop — announced it 
was opening in Brooklyn Heights, 
parents started preparing to shield 
their children’s eyes while strolling 
down Montague Street. We’ve all 
heard about Ricky’s backroom, 
renowned for its chocolate penises 
and naughty costumes, and the Dai- 
ly News and some of our prudish 
competitors in Brooklyn ques- 
tioned if the store would corrupt 
our idyllic litde neighborhood. 

So having never actually been 

inside a Ricky’s, I was half expect- 
ing to be met with whips and chains at the door. Imagine my dis- 
appointment when I discovered lunchboxes, temporary tattoos 
and Ugly Dolls instead. 

“[The seamy reputation] is more talk that anything else,” said 
the company’s president, Dominick Costello, whose store opened 
on Aug. 3 1 (though its “official” opening was set for Sept. 7). 

“People like to make noise. But we sell premium brands that 
people in that neighborhood use. Ricky’s might have a funky 
connotation, but my mom is 60 years old and she likes to shop 
there.” 

I didn’t see Costello’s mom, but I did see a fair share of the 
over-60 crowd. “It’s good to try out new things,” said Angela 
Nunez, a Brooklyn Heights resident of 40 years who was perus- 
ing the hair accessories. “You don’t want to know how many 
stores I’ve seen come and go. But this [store] is good and has lot 
for people in the neighborhood.” 

In addition to an endless selection of hair tools, make-up and 
costume jewelry, the store stocks high-end home items like Mrs. 
Meyers lemon-scented aromatherapeutic household cleaners and 
Votivo candles in scents 
like red currant and “white 
ocean sands” for $29.99 a 
pop. If the prices turn you 
off, head downstairs to find 
drugstore staples like Clar- 
itin, Bengay, toothpaste and 

But what about the 
naughty backroom? “There 
hasn’t been a single com- 
plaint,” said Malcolm 
Eggleston, who was trans- 
ferred from Ricky’s 23rd 
Street store in Manhattan. 



“No kids have 


;n tried to 


go back there, although 
adults have been several times a day.” 

Located downstairs in an out-of the way comer, the back- 
room takes up a small percentage of the 3200-square-foot store. 
Its contents are relatively harmless — minus a selection of vi- 
brating sex toys — with the majority being bachelorette party 
gag gifts like a penis pinata, silly wind-up toys and crowns em- 
blazoned with mottos like, “Final fling before the ri 

One shopper who identified herself as “Mis. f 
there with her dog Skippy (yes, the store is dog friendly) and 
couldn’t wait to come back without the burden of her pooch. 

“There’s nothing so interesting in the general area of Brook- 
lyn Heights,” she said. “But this store has a lot of stuff I tend to 
buy. And I haven’t been downstairs yet, but I’ll be back out of 
pure intellectual curiosity.” (Wink.) 

Costello said he hoped Ricky’s will bring something “funky 
and cool” to the neighborhood — and, indeed, there’s finally an 
alternative to either trekking to Manhattan or Park Slope for 
high-end products, or going for the cheap stuff at Duane Reade. 

“Once you come into our store you realize we’re not some 
schlocky place,” said Costello. 

“Parents should be worried if 
someone was putting in a pom 
shop or a peek booth. People 
don’t know what they’re deal- 
ing with until it’s in there. Then 
they’re like, ‘Oh, that’s it?’ It’s 
fear of the unknown.” 

KITCHEN SINK 

Atlantic Avenue’s venerable 
Long Island Restaurant 

which has been at the comer of 
Henry Street for decades — is 
apparently closed. At least a 
sign in the window said so this 
week. Stay tuned. ... Congrat- 
ulations to Sea Asian Res- 
taurant on celebrating its 
four-year anniversary on Clark 
Street. Considering the rapid 
turnover on that stretch of the 
Heights, it’s quite an accom- 
plishment. ... Brooklynart- 
project.com is now taking 
submissions to its contest “Bat- 
tle for Brooklyn.” The top three 
entries by Sept. 17 will win a 
spot in the Art Under the 
Bridge Festival in DUMBO 
later this year. ... Chase 
Bank just opened in the 
ground floor of the J Street 
Condos on Front Street at Jay 
Street in DUMBO, finally giv- 
ing the growing neighborhood 
a second bank. . . . Plymouth 
Church’s fall kick-off is this 
Sunday with a barbeque open 
to all friends and neighbors in 
the Beecher garden, which is 
on Orange Street between 
Hicks and Henry streets. Call 
(718) 624-4743 for informa- 
tion. . . . And we bid farewell to 
Greens, that vegan and kosher 
Chinese restaurant on Mon- 
tague Street, near Henry Street. 

We hear it will be replaced lat- 
er this year by the Island 
Grill 

Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 


Fight to save historic 



Gleason's Gym owner Bruce Silverglade is participating in the Sept 20 "fight 
night" fundraiser to save DUMBO's disappearing cobblestone streets. 


By Juliana Bunim 

e Brooklyn Paper 

It’s one fight where everyone’s in the 

DUMBO, a neighborhood now known for 
art galleries, studios, and even some artists 
actually living there, will honor its hard- 
scrabble, bare-knuckles past with a boxing 
fundraiser to help preserve the historic, yet 
vibrant, neighborhood between the Manhat- 
tan and Brooklyn bridges. 

Hosted by the DUMBO Improvement 
District, the inaugural fundraiser will feature 
art, music and dance (that’s the tribute to 
DUMBO’s present) followed by a real box- 
ing card put together by Gleason’s Gym. 

“We wanted to bring the community to- 
gether to celebrate what DUMBO is now 
known for — its artists — and its past into 
one night,” said Jane Kojima of the Im- 
provement District. 

No fight night would be complete without 
someone lacing up the gloves. Luckily, Glea- 
son’s owner Brace Silverglade, was game. “I 
try to do whatever I can,” he said. 

The marquee bout will pit Maria “the 
Blonde Bomber” Frisk against Sacred Down- 
ing, the nation’s number one amateur boxer. 

Not all the clashing will be in the ring. 
Classical musicians will take on hip-hop 
artists (albeit with beats and rhythms rather 
than dukes). Professional dancers will go 
toe-to-toe with break-dancers to see if the 
pirouette can knock out the moonwalk. 

The winner will be DUMBO itself. 

“All of the money raised will go to the 
maintenance fund for the cobblestone 
streets,” said Kojima. 

“Fight Night: The Fight to Preserve DUM- 
BO," St. Ann's Warehouse (38 Water St., be- 
tween Dock and Main streets, in DUMBO), 
Sept. 20, 6 pm. $50 per person ($100 per fami- 
ly). Call (718) 237-8700 for information. 


Pineapple turns sour 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

This summer has been no 
fruit smoothie for businesses 
along Pineapple Walk, thanks 
to the enormous blue scaffold- 
ing that transformed the once 
sunny pedestrian shopping strip 
into a gloomy cave. 

“It’s dark all the time,” said 
Serena Bellino, owner of the 


Tailored Pet. “Why would you 
want to walk underneath it?” 
Cadman Towers, the neigh- 
boring residential complex, 
erected the scaffolding in May, 
along Pineapple Walk, between 
Henry Street and Cadman 
Plaza West, a strip that is home 
to four businesses whose own- 
ers grumbled at varying vol- 
umes about what they say have 
been the negative repercussions 
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To School 

Give Your Kids the Edge! 



Cannon F-710 

Scientific Calculator 

$ 9.95 

Knapsacks 

$ 8 . 99 - 22.99 


Compaq Presario 

Laptop Computer 

$ 539.00 



Court Street Office Supplies 

44 Court Street • Downtown Brooklyn 
718-625-5771 

Mon - Thurs 8:30 am-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 11:00 am-4:30 pm 
Over 30 years in the business 



Heights Kids manager Mark Nowakowski stands under the 
scaffolding that he says is hurting his Pineapple Walk business. 


of the protective plywood. 

Bellino — with her estab- 
lished business and cadre of stal- 
wart customers willing to brave 
the cave for some organic dog 
food and a chance to pet Primo, 
the enormous cat — said the neg- 
ative impact has been mostly aes- 
thetic. 

But it’s a different story for 
Brian Pang, the owner of 
Brooklyn Dojo, a martial-arts 
venue that opened this winter. 

“I hate it,” said Pang. “I’ve 
only been here since February, 
so I have a very limited cus- 
tomer base. The scaffolding has 
created a barrier that no one 
would choose to walk under. 
And then there’s the increase in 
homeless, and it’s a lot dirtier.” 

Mark Nowakowski, the man- 
ager of Heights Kids, a toy 
store, echoed Pang’s complaints 
about the presence of homeless 

“The effect has been nothing 
but negative,” said Nowakows- 
ki. “During the evening hours, a 


lot of homeless people stop 
here and drink. The other day 
last week, they were breaking 
bottles on the sidewalk.” 

John Lederer, the property 
manager for the Cadman Tow- 
ers, said the building has “ex- 
tended ourselves to prevent any 
loss of business.” 

Indeed, the Towers has pur- 
chased advertising promoting 
the stores and erected three new 
signs for each business — one 
on either end of the scaffolding 
and one underneath. At the 
merchants’ request, the devel- 
opment has also improved the 
lighting. 

“The scaffolding was really 
was the only option,” added 
Lederer. “We’re working with 
glass and metal [at] 31 stories.” 
He projected that the scaf- 
folding would come down by 
the end of October. 

But as far as Pang is con- 
cerned, “It can’t go away soon 
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So, did he sniff 
her panties? 



flawlessly replicate the houses’ characteristic plaster moldings. 
But now, one of his tenants has launched a campaign to give 
him a new name: Nightmare Landlord. 

The story begins last February when Nickerson and his wife 
Jeannette Palmer noticed a few broken tiles in the kitchen, creat- 
ing a hazard for their infant son, TJ., who had just began to 
crawl. They told Matarazzo that they wouldn’t pay rent until he 
fixed the tile. That’s about all that’s not in dispute. 

In fact, from that point, the story devolves into a spiral of 
screaming matches, costly visits from city inspectors and public 
accusations of everything from tire slashing to child abuse to, I 
wish I didn’t have to write this, uninvited panty-sniffmg. 

It was Matarazzo who called me first, telling me that his ten- 
ant not only hasn’t paid rent since the tile dispute, but also called 
his wife a nasty word that’s only fair to use in a dog-fancy mag- 
azine. Matarazzo told me that he planned to “evict” Nickerson. 

“I am an old man, and 

he is going to kill me,” Ma- 
tarazzo told me, adding that 
the nightmare tenant (he did 
not use the phrase, mind 
you) was harassing him via 
the city’s 311 system. 

“I live here for 50 years, 
raised two children and had 
over 50 people living here 
with no problem. Then he 
moves in and suddenly 
every day is problems with 
an inspector ringing my 
doorbell telling me the 
paint in my bathtub is too 
dark, or the boiler is bad or 
there is lead in the walls, and David is taking pictures with a 
camera and telling me it is on the Internet. We never had this in 
the neighborhood before,” he said. 

I chalked the episode up to simple generational conflict, an 
Old World vs. New World clash of style and expectation. Noth- 
ing that I needed to put in the public record. 

A few weeks passed, and then, last Thursday, I got an e-mail 
from Nickerson telling me that he and Palmer had been evicted and 
were moving to Massachusetts. But before they went, they wanted 
to “educate” the neighborhood on who Mr. Brownstone really is. 

Nickerson told me he’s been papering the neighborhood with 
fliers picturing Matarazzo and proclaiming SHAME.” He said 
the reception to his “education” campaign has been cool, at best. 
Nickerson said neighbors have called him “the out-of-towner,” 
and his wife’s tires were slashed (he says). 

Last week, he added, one of Matarazzo’s friends cursed him 
out at a crowded community meeting. This story had become 
public without me. 

“Everyone thinks they know this guy because he has been in 
the neighborhood so long, but they don’t know how he really 
is,” said Nickerson, who then told me about a videotape that, he 
claims, shows Matarazzo entering his apartment and going 
through his wife’s underwear drawer. 

While all that gnawing was going on, Matarazzo’s daughter 
called to say that she and her father were planning to sue the 
couple for slander. Then I read that in Birmingham, Alabama, a 
member of the City Council wants a law to punish men caught 
soliciting prostitutes with a public shaming. Their picture would 
be put on a billboard emblazoned “SHAME.” 

That’s pretty similiar to what Nickerson was doing — except 
for one big difference: In Alabama, the accused would have to 
be proven guilty first. 

I think the same basic rule should apply in Carroll Gardens. 

Ariella Cohen, a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper, lives in 
Red Hook. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The countdown begins: Two Trees Management has started 
preparing for Trader Joe's to move into the old Sovereign Bank 
building on the comer of Court Street and Atlantic Avenue . Project 
manager Sam Charney told The Sink that Joe’s could be ready 
to open in time for the first day of school in 2008. Think how 
much Junior will love the teriyaki tofu sandwiches. ... Happy 
Hooker wedding: Red Hook had its own version of a celebrity 
wedding last weekend when Green Thumb gardener and Bait 
and Tackle co-owner Edie Stone got hitched to Fairway's for- 
mer cheeseman Matt Bonano at a moo-ving (ha!) wedding in the 
Dairy at Central Park. The neighborhood is still recovering from 
the three days of festivities that surrounded the actual ceremony. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Booming fall for Gardens, Hill 


Lots of projects 
are coming to the 
low-rise 'hoods 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Boom goes the neighborhood. 

More than 2,000 new housing units are in 
the works in Carroll Gardens and the gritty 
area along the Gowanus Canal between 
Sackett and Fifth streets. But a growing 
number of naysayers want to slow the pace 
of development. 

“The fear is not one site, it is the health of 
the whole area,” said Linda Mariano, a 
member of Friends and Residents of the 


Greater Gowanus. “There is raw sewage in 
this canal and you should see the flooding. 
We are saying, ‘Fix it now’ before it gets 

At a standing-room-only Town Hall meet- 
ing late last month, one possible “fix” 
emerged — the expansion of the Carroll 
Gardens Historic District, which currently 
covers a small area between Smith and Hoyt 
streets, from First Place almost to Union 
Street. Within the historic district, buildings 
can’t rise any higher than 50 feet and all new 
development must keep the 19th-century 
Italianate architecture common in the area. 

The district includes fewer than 200 
buildings and is one of the city’s smaller 
landmark areas. Advocates say that widen- 
ing its boundaries to include blocks of row- 
houses west of Bond Street is an obvious 
salvo in the battle against what they consid- 


er inappropriate development. 

“Landmark designation basically guaran- 
tees the physical integrity of a community,” 
said Bob Furman, head of the Four Borough 
Neighborhood Ifreservation Alliance. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D-Cobble 
Hill) may soon hire Furman, a former mem- 
ber of the city’s Landmarks Ifreservation 
Commission, to complete a historical survey 
of the area, said DeBlasio spokesman, Tom 

The emphasis on neighborhood character 
apparently has some momentum. After fear- 
ing that a larger residential tower would be 
built at a former Long Island College Hospi- 
tal building at 340 Court St., a spokesman 
for the Clarett Group, which is in contract to 
buy the building, said the developer plans to 
build low-rise townhouses that would be “in 
context” with the area. 


The Big Boom 

Low-scale Carroll Gardens is about to experience a growth spurt of unprecedented magnitude. Here is a rundown 
of 1 3 developments to watch. — Cohen 

WHERE 

WHAT 

STATUS 

Bayside Fuel Depot, West bank of 
the Gowanus Canal between Sackett 
and Union streets. 

Canal-front complex of 10- to 12- 
story towers with 300-400 units 

Toxic remnants still being removed. 

340-352 Bond St., at Third Street 

Four-story, eight-unit loft-style apart- 
ment building 

Construction currently frozen be- 
cause of a code violation. 

21 1 Columbia St., at Sackett Street 

11 -story building with 13 units 

Construction underway. 

340 Court St., at Union Street 

Townhouse development 

Developer Clarett Group is still in con- 
tract for the site. No architect yet. 

333 Carroll St., between Hoyt and 
Bond streets 

Six-story, 31 -unit condo 

Halted by the Buildings Department 
in mid-construction. 

671 Henry St., on the corner of 
Luquer Street 

Four-story building, five units 

The blue construction fences are up. 
Permits are approved. Construction 
could start within the month. 

Gowanus Village, both sides of the 
canal, between Union and Third 

Canal-front complex of several 3- to 
12-story buildings, with 400 units 

Construction hasn't begun. 

Toll Brothers, Bond Street between 
Carroll and Second streets 

Canal-front complex of low-rise 
townhouse-style condos 

Toll Brothers is waiting for Gowanus 
area to be rezoned for apartments. 
Could be years. 

100 Luquer St., between Clinton and 
Henry streets 

11 -story building, 20 units 

Construction to begin this fall. 

360 Smith St., corner of Second 
Place 

Six-story apartment building with 46 

Construction underway. 

1 1 1 Third St., at Bond Street 

Four- or five-story townhouse-style 
condo development, with 45 units 

Completion date 2008. 

Columbia Street area projects: 

5 Columbia St., 86-98 Congress St., 
79 Warren St., 1 04-1 1 6 Warren St., 
101-115 Baltic St. 

Three 4- to 7-story buildings, with 
153 units 

Has yet to begin the eight-month 
public review process. 

Public Place site. Smith Street at Fifth 
Street 

Several 3- to 14-story buildings, with 
400 units 

City still looking for a developer. 
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Slope dance moves down 


By Nicholas Sabloff 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It took months in a hot real- 
estate market, but Jennifer 
Kliegel has finally found a new 
home for her Park Slope Dance 
Studio — though it’s not techni- 
cally in Park Slope anymore. 

An institution for more than 
three decades, Kliegel’s studio on 
Seventh Avenue at Union Street 
closed in June after the landlord 
refused to renew the lease. 

She’ll reopen on Sept. 29 at 


630 Sackett St., between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

Though satisfied with the 
end result, Kliegel still felt 
burned by the white-hot Park 
Slope real-estate market. 

“There was never any mon- 
ey discussion with me,” she 
said. “I feel deceived.” 

That said, she was pleased that 
she could create a new studio 
“from the ground up” in what 
was once a garage. Now she’ll 
have air-condition and spring- 
loaded floors. 
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Park Slope Dance Studio 
owner Jen Kliegel with stu- 
dents (clockwise from right) 
Mika Schweitzer, Sadie Cut- 
ler-Connolly, and Olivia Saleh. 

Not all of Kliegel’s 500 stu- 
dents, who range in age from 2 
to 75, will make the trek west, 
but her loyal customers were 
dancing at the good news. 

“It’s the only great dance stu- 
dio in the neighborhood for 
children,” said Theresa Davis, 
whose 12-year-old daughter, 
Olivia, has been taking lessons 
for nine years. 
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Good ol p days? 
Not so much 


Correction 

An article last week incor- 
rectly stated that Assemblyman 
Hakeem Jeffries will not soon 
be up for re-election (“Jeffries 
hits the street — literally”). He 
will face voters in 2008. The 
Brooklyn Paper regrets the er- 


Margaret (left) and Joan Vincent shared a lifetime of stories last week at a Clinton Hill art gallery. See Dana Rubinstein's column at 
right for an assessment. 


Our pal. Rabbi Simcha Weinstein, has done it again: On 
Oct. 2, he’ll hold his “Hookah in the Sukkah” party on the Pratt 
Institute campus. That Simcha. No one is better at employing 
tools like tobacco and comic books to summon up religious fer- 
vor in our youth. ... Oh, ain’t it sweet to be connected? Mike 
Pratt, a descendant of Pratt Institute founder Charles Pratt, 
has been named chair of the Institute’s Board of Trustees, re- 
placing architect Robert Siegel . Pratt, a long-time Legal Aid 
attorney and philanthropist, had served as vice-chair of the 
Board. . . . Speaking of Pratt, our pal Andrew Kimball , who 
runs the Navy Yard, was at the Institute this week lecturing the 
students on sustainable development. Kimball tells us that the 
next phase of building at the ever-expanding Navy Yard will be 
green as money. A coincidence? No way. . . . Tired of hiking to a 
Fulton Mall Duane Reade for that particular brand of no-frizz, 
cruelty-free, guava-scented hair moisturizer? Then you’re in 
luck: Walgreen's is coming to Clermont and Myrtle avenues, 
according to the Myrtle Avenue Revitalization Project. It 
will be the ground-floor retail component of the new, 53-unit, 
six-story Clermont Condominiums. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 


Cafe is clean, but biz falters 


376 

7th Ave 


New owner still 


paying price for 
restaurant’s old 


‘dirty’ charge 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Fort Greene restaurant 
whose reputation was poi- 
soned after it popped up on a 
politician’s “dirtiest-restau- 
rant” list two years ago, has 
cleaned up its act, yet remains 
on the verge of death. 

If business doesn’t pick up 
by January, Cafe Lafayette, a 
French boite between Gardel’s 
Four Seasons and Habana Out- 
post on S. Portland Street, will 


“The Cafe was never able to 
come back,” said Nadir Khelifi, 
the French-Algerian restaura- 
teur who bought the eatery in 
2005, three months after state 
Sen. Jeff Klein (D-Bronx) 
named it one of the 10 dirtiest 
restaurants in the city. 

Klein’s goal was to get the 
Department of Health to replace 
its somewhat-confusing rating 
system — which assigns points 
for each infraction - with a sim- 
ple A-through-F grading scale. 


Nadir Khelifi, owner of Cafe Lafayette on South Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, may be 
forced to close, thanks to an unclean bill of health that the city slapped on the former own- 
ers. The restaurant is spic and span now, says the city, but Khelifi's business has not returned. 


At the time of Klein’s notorious 
list, Cafe Lafayette had failed a 
health inspection due to “inade- 
quate hand-washing facilities,” 


“evidence of/or live mice,” “fly- 
ing insects in food areas,” and 
“dirty food contact surfaces.” 
Klein called that an “F’ grade, 


prompting the bistro’s owners to 
sell to Khelifi, who cleaned 
house (and kitchen). 

Indeed, the Health Depart- 
ment cited the cafe for only 
nine points worth of infractions 
during its last inspection in No- 
vember — far below the 28- 
point failure threshold. 

Even so, Khelifi, a Carroll 
Gardens resident, says his busi- 
ness is no longer viable. If 
things don’t change by year’s 
end, he will close, and then re- 
open under a new name and 
with a new concept. One option 
he’s considering would a “little 
sister” restaurant to the new 
Moroccan tapas lounge he’s 
managing on DeKalb Avenue, 
between Adelphi Street and 
Clermont Avenue, in the old 
Liquors space. 

DK Holland, a local eater 
and a branding consultant, said 
that a rebranding of the restau- 
rant, which sits between Fulton 
Street and Lafayette Avenue, 
would be a good move. 

“Reputation is huge, and 
when you lose your reputation 
you’ve lost everything,” said 
Holland. 

“That’s what happened with 
A Table [the predecessor to 
Olea on Lafayette Avenue] — 
deservedly so because of their 
service, and lack of consistency. 
Word of mouth is how people 
operate in a community.” 

Klein told The Stoop that 
while his intent was not to shut 
down restaurants, he’s not ex- 
actly crying in his steak frites 
about the impending closure of 
Cafe Lafayette. 

“There’s no excuse for 
someone who runs a restaurant 
to have an establishment that’s 
unsanitary or unclean,” he said. 
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A s much as modern-day Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill have 
their problems, boy, oh boy, 
would I take the nabe of the ze 
over that of the ’40s any day. Espe- 
cially after listening to two elderly 
ladies reminisce about the suppos- 
edly halcyon days of the mid-20th 

The Vincent Sisters (also known 
as Margaret, 72, and Joan, 76) sat 
before a crowd of 40 packed into 
L.B. Brown’s small Clinton Hill 
Art Gallery two Sundays ago talk- 
ing about the good ol’ days in Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill. 

The ladies have lived in the 
same apartment at Willoughby and 
Clermont avenues since they were kids, and they “intend never 
to leave.” That’s good, because the two are village elders, keep- 
ers of the neighborhood’s history who can authoritatively say, 
no, this is not the first time the neighborhood has been rocked 
by change. (They are also living proof that a lady can be both 70 
and stylish — what with their peasant shirts, oversized silver 
jewelry and artfully wavy hair). 

But local treasures or not, their depiction of the idyllic days 
of yore made me gag. Idyllic, my ass! 

First of all, the neighborhood was so woefully homogenous 
that Italians (Dio santo!) were unwelcome. 

“The neighborhood was mostly white and Irish,” said Mar- 
garet Vincent, who has lived here since 1935 (when she was 
bom on Washington Avenue). “When the Italians moved in, the 
Irish said, ‘Oh, there goes the neighborhood.’ ” 


This probably goes with- 
out saying, given the whole 
prejudice thing, but Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill 
were also astoundingly iso- 
lated. 

“The church was very 
much a part of our lives 
then, and everyone you 
knew went to the parish 
school,” said Margaret. 

“You lived in the neigh- 
borhood, went to school in 
the neighborhood, went 
home for lunch,” she said. “Who has lunch now? You take an 
energy bar.” 

OK, fair point. Frankly, I’d trade in my “veggie meatballs” 
from Rice for a home-cooked meal (and then a siesta) any day. 
But who’s going to cook it? My mom? Shouldn’t she be out 
earning her keep? 

But aside from the oppression of women, African-Americans, 
homosexuals, and countless other categories of people, there 
were a few good things about Brooklyn back in the day that we 
might want to consider resurrecting. 

Proposal number one: resurrect the Myrtle Avenue el! Until 
Oct. 4, 1969, an elevated train ran along Myrtle Avenue, all the 
way into Queens. Bureaucrats, in their deep-seated wisdom, said 
the destruction of the el on Myrtle, and the els throughout the 
city, would increase property values on the streets along which 
they ran. But we all know what happened to Myrtle Avenue (see 
“Murder Avenue”). Now that Myrtle has made a bit of a come- 
back, it would be nice to have an alternative to the B54. 

Speaking of lazy legs, proposal number two: resurrect the 
trolley along DeKalb Avenue! 

“They were so wonderful,” said Margaret. “Now, the B38 — 
if it comes — you can take it, if you can get on it.” 

Sorry, but that’s about all the appreciation-of-the-past I can 

Aside from the better transportation, and the occasional Po- 
lice Athletic Association-sponsored prize fight held in the mid- 
dle of the street on a warm summer night, I am deeply, deeply 
relieved that those good old days are gone for good. 

Rather than suffering through racial segregation and sexual op- 
pression, I, for one, would rather spend my time kvetching about 
entitled brownstoners and sidewalk-hogging stroller-pushers. 

Who knew how good we had it? 

Dana Rubinstein , a staff reporter at The Brooklyn Paper, lives in 
Crown Heights. 
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T his is not the Park Slope I 
know and love. Once upon a 
time, there was a beloved bar 
and grill on Seventh Avenue called 
Snooky’s. Part “Cheers,” part diner, 
this was the place where everyone 
went for a cheap beer or a steak, 
salad, baked potato and soft drink 
for $14.95. 

The restaurant was popular — for 
a fashion. But times change. And 
neighborhoods change. Snooky’s fi- 
nally closed in April, so that tells you 
how popular it had become. 

After Snooky’s put up the “Go- Gersh Kuntzman 

ing out of business” sign, Park 

Slopers Roy and Mallory Rutledge rented the space and began 
turning it into the upscale Italian restaurant, Elementi. 

OK, groan if you must. After all, the last thing Park Slope 
needs is another upscale Italian restaurant. But Roy, who was 
working for a restaurant group in Manhattan, and Mallory, who 
owns the M.YR. cosmetics store on Seventh Avenue, had a chef 
and a concept and — they thought — neighbors who would live 
up to their famously open-minded principles and judge Elementi 

But hell hath no fury like a bar-lover scorned — and fury 
hath no greater ally than the Internet, where anyone, whether 
he’s a seasoned restaurant critic or just a pompous windbag, can 
spout off like an expert. 

Even before the Rutledges hanged the Elementi sign, the Re- 
venge of the Snooky’s Barflies began. 

“I heard a rumor that she said she doesn’t want any of the 
Snooky’s crowd in her restaurant,” wrote an online gadfly named 
Caseopele on the message board Brooklynian. “The other part own- 

er (a guy) was quite mde 

Really smart being s— ty to 
your neighbors.” 

Never mind that the 
closest thing the Internet 
comes to fact-checking is a 
quick Wikipedia s< 
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t off a 


amazing (even for the Web) 
chain of attacks on the Rut- 
ledges — who were still 
weeks away from opening. 

“Yuck. It looks like it 
took a wrong turn on the 

way to a Jersey mall,” wrote 

9 a poster named “Germfnee!” 
Not knowing what to do, 
the Rutledges committed the cardinal sin of the Internet era: 
They went across the street to Caseopele’s employer — whose 
name was mentioned in one of her posts — and asked him why 
one of his employees would be trashing the still-opened restau- 

Online retribution was swift and brutal: “They are trying to 
control me through my boss,” Caseopele wrote. “I will not apol- 
ogize to the new owners of Elementi for speaking my mind.” 

At that point, it wouldn’t have mattered if Daniel Boulud was 
in the Elementi kitchen: the blogosphere had condemned the 
still-unopened restaurant to the dustbin of history. 

“These people are merely turds,” Germfree! wrote in. 

“Elementi. Olive Garden. Elementi. Olive Garden. Decisions, 
decisions,” added DW438. 

“The owners of Elementi must really have their heads up 
their asses!” chimed in Drea. “They can’t really be that great if 
they’re muzzling people’s opinions before they’re even open” 
(as opposed to spouting one’s opinion on a restaurant before it's 
even open, huh?) 

Meanwhile, no one had yet eaten at the now-open restaurant, 
which many of us in the print community still quaintly consider 
a basic part of restaurant commentary. 

I asked one of the moderators of the Brooklynian message 
board whether it was considered fine by Web standards to slam 
an eatery before anyone has actually eaten there, but he would- 
n’t really answer. “That’s kind of like asking the Internet what it 
thinks about the stuff that gets posted on it,” he said. 

That wasn’t enough for me, so I contacted Caseopele myself. 
She seemed proud of her handiwork. 

“I have a bit of a problem with people who push older busi- 
nesses out only to open another cookie-cutter business in its 
place,” she wrote via e-mail. 

I reminded her that no one “pushed” Snooky’s out — that it 
merely closed for lack of business — but she responded that the 
Rutledges “turned a perfectly good restaurant into what they 
thought Park Slope needed. They think they know what the 
neighborhood wants but they never ask.” 

But that that’s what business people do: look around, make their 
judgment and let the market — not anonymous yahoos on Yahoo! 
— make its ruling (just as the market did to Snooky’s). 

See ELEMENTI on page 6 
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Pizza Plus is back I 


Roz Bayne is smiling again, now that Pizza Plus, her Seventh Avenue pie joint that was badly damaged by a fire in May 
(inset), is back. The inside's been spruced up — exposed brick! Fancy lights! Blackboard menu! — but Bayne didn't forget 
the elements that made it a neighborhood favorite, including kids' coloring books and family friendly menu. 
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By Nicholas Sabloff 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It took months in a hot real- 
estate market, but Jennifer 
Kliegel has finally found a 
new home for her Park Slope 
Dance Studio — though it’s 
not technically in Park Slope 
anymore. 

An institution for more than 
three decades, Kliegel’s studio on 
Seventh Avenue at Union Street 
closed in June after the landlord 
refused to renew the lease. 

She’ll reopen on Sept. 29 at 
630 Sackett St., between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

“I found this space because I 
went across Fourth Avenue,” 
Kliegel said. “We’re all going 


to be doing it [to find] reason- 
able rent and a long-term 

Though satisfied with the 
end result, Kliegel still felt 
burned by the white-hot Park 
Slope real-estate market. 

“There was never any mon- 
ey discussion with me,” she 
said. “I feel deceived.” 

That said, she was pleased that 
she could create a new studio 
“from the ground up” in what 
was once a garage. Now she’ll 
have air-condition and spring- 
loaded floors — a mini-Mark 
Morris facility, if you will. 

Not all of Kliegel’s 500 stu- 
dents, who range in age from 2 
to 75, will make the trek west, 
but her loyal customers were 


dancing at the good news. 

“It’s the only great dance stu- 
dio in the neighborhood for 
children,” said Theresa Davis, 
whose 12-year-old daughter, 
Olivia, has been taking lessons 
for nine years. 

The would-be diva, like her 
mother, was pleased to hear that 


Kliegel would be carrying o 
“Jennifer’s just like a kid, she’s 
so fun,” Olivia said. “Being here 
makes you feel like you’re 
around something great.” 

Kliegel’s previous landlords, 
George and Nicholas Kotsonis, 
were not available for com- 
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Park Slope Dance Studio owner Jen Kliegel with students (clock- 
wise from right) Mika Schweitzer, Sadie Cutler-Connolly, Olivia 
Saleh and Madeleine Potoskie. 
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The real story 
of an old pool 

C alling it a “majestic recreation- 
al facility,” Landmarks Preser- 
vation Commissioner Robert 
Tierney recently announced the 
landmarking of Robert Moses’s 
McCarren Park pool arch and the 
adjoining bathhouses — something 
that a few preservationists had been 
seeking for decades. 

Forgive me if I skip the victory 
party. 

Many newcomers to Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg are vaguely 
aware that the renovation of the 
McCarren Park pool — into a pool, 
that is, not a concert hall! — has 
been on hold for years, allegedly because of racial, ethnic and 
political divisions in the community. But few know what really 
happened. 

As a result, a revisionist history has built up that itself ought 
to be demolished, especially now that we seem to be on the 
verge of seeing the pool reconstructed as the modem, year-round 
recreation and youth center that all of North Brooklyn could 
have been enjoying since the mid-1980s. 

Full disclosure: I am not merely a witness to this story, but 
also an interested party. I moved to Greenpoint in 1985. Later, 
as the father of two young children, I joined various community 
groups to help with the pool and the park. My hope was that 
someday, I would see my kids — and thousands of other peo- 
ple’s kids — playing, swimming or ice-skating in a new McCar- 
ren Park recreation center. 

When you read about the McCarren Park pool online or in 
some neighborhood papers, you often fmd this narrative: 

In 1984, the city undertook the reconstruction of all the De- 
pression-era pools. Crowds 
of Archie Bunker-like big- 
ots from Greenpoint, how- 
ever, fearing the return of 
hordes of black and brown 
teens, stopped them. Cow- 
ardly city pols then decided 
to demolish the pool, but 
were stopped by a tiny band 
of preservationists who have 
heroically managed to save 
the pool for more than two 
decades so that we can all 
enjoy the sight of the Mc- 
Carren pool arch and its 
grim bathhouse wings grace- 
fully falling apart. 

The real story, as you might imagine, is a bit different. 

“There was a neighborhood group that was against the pool 
renovation in 1984,” said Larry Smith — a longtime Green- 
pointer who played a key role in the renovation of the popular 
Metropolitan Pool in Williamsburg. “And they said some things 
that, honestly, could be viewed as racist, which I’m not excus- 
ing. [But it came after a decade of] incidents and a couple of 
drownings. The Parks Department and the police had basically 
lost control of many municipal pools.” 

But those opponents did not get their way. Instead of demol- 
ishing the pool, the community board appointed a task force 
drawn from the community that proposed a year-round recre- 
ation and community center with a gym and an outdoor 
Olympic-size pool. 

“Not exactly what you would expect from a bunch of racist 
xenophobes,” Smith pointed out. The plan would have replaced 
the summer-only pool with an all-year youth center. 

“This plan, which called for saving the arch but not the bath- 
house wings, was discussed, debated, voted on, approved and 
funded, to the tune of something under $10 million.” 

Construction was about to begin in 1985, Smith explained, 
when suddenly Phyllis Yampolsky, who was serving on the 
committee, visited the pool and decided that it was an architec- 
tural masterpiece. 

“She started calling everyone she knew, saying that we had to 
stop the demolition of the bathhouses,” Smith said. “I remember 
telling my wife, Harriet, who was also on the oversight group, 
‘Someone has got to stop this woman before this gets out of 
hand and she derails the whole thing.’ ” 

Flip in next week for the conclusion of (dramatic music) the 
“Real Story of the McCarren Park Pool.” 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian who lives in Greenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

The community organization Town Square is sponsoring 
music classes for young G’point/W’burgers at a discounted rate. 
They are now registering students for three Wednesday classes: 
a 0- to 14-month-old session at 9:30 am; a 15-month to 2-1/2- 
year-old session at 10:30 am; and a 2-1/2- to 5-year-old session 
at 11:30 am. The 10-session course will be held at the Polish & 
Slavic Center ( 1 77 Kent St., between McGuinness Boulevard 
and Manhattan Avenue). Contact www.townsquareinc.com for 
info. . . . Meawhile, the Hamilton Dance Studio is signing up 
students for its fall sessions at 45 Newell St. (between Nassau 
and Driggs avenues). Registration will take place September 
6-8. Call (718) 349-1617 or visit hamiltondance.com for info. 

. . . Military Appreciation Day ceremonies on Aug. 1 8 at Yankee 
Stadium featured patriotic songs by our pal John Rivetti, bom 
and raised in Greenpoint. Rivetti is the author of “For All Our 
Heroes,” a tribute to those who died on 9-11. He can be contact- 
ed through his label, Amblyn music, at www.amblynmusic.com 
or www.myspace.com/amblynmusic. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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A true storefront artist 


By Neil Munshi 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Walking into Greenpoint’s 
Wash & Dry Laundromat on 
Meserole Avenue on Wednes- 
day afternoon, customers 
might have been hard-pressed 
to notice the art exhibit haunt- 
ing the back comer. 

That’s because an elderly 
customer had asked owner 
Elvin Tung to turn off the 13- 
inch TV propped up on the 
change machine; she said the 
four-minute film loop of color- 
ful images undulating and float- 
ing over a blue background had 
made her dizzy. 

Everyone’s an art critic these 

Tung’s store, along with a 
flower shop and an electronics 
store nearby, houses one part of 
a three-part video cycle, 
“Strands,” created by local artist 
Dillon de Give. The works pop 
up in unexpected places — hov- 
ering over multicolored piles of 
laundry bags, in a bank of TVs 
playing travel shows, sunk in 
between bromeliads and a Chi- 
nese evergreen. 

The images — and accom- 
panying soundtrack — are 
linked to form a past, present 
and future cycle, said de Give, 
which crystallizes in the envi- 
ronments in which they are lo- 

But de Give’s grand vision is 
lost on most of the storeowners 
— who “curate” the pieces — 
and many of their customers, 
they said. 

“I didn’t know what kind of 
project it is — I still don’t,” 
said Tung, 50. “But [de Give] is 
a regular customer, so I had no 

The dry cleaner-cum-curator 
said most customers either don’t 
notice the art or wonder aloud 
about what it is — if not what it 
represents — though younger 
customers seem to like it. 




That seems to be the case at 
MTV Super Sound Electronics 
& Appliances, around the cor- 
ner on Manhattan Avenue, 
where a 90-second loop of a 
disembodied arm setting off 


New Years’ champagne poppers 
plays on a standalone flat- 
screen and on a set in the mid- 
dle of a bank of TVs for sale. 

“There’re young people 
who’ve come by, but not [lo- 


cals],” said Peter Szymanski, 
26, an employee. 

Up the block at Greenpoint 
Floral Co., owner Nick Gian- 
nos, 40, is proud of his place at 
the end of what he sees as an art 
“scavenger hunt.” 

Giannos, whose store’s video 
monitor plays a loop featuring a 
shredded green T-shirt shudder- 
ing in the wind, seemed most 
attuned to what de Give was 
going for, and de Give said he 
even offered some suggestions. 

Others, like MTV’s Mounir 
Youssef, were accommodating, 
if still utterly confused. 

“It means something,” Yous- 
sef said, throwing his arms up. 
“But I don’t understand.” 

"Strands," by Dillon de Give, 
runs through Sept. Wat Wash & 
Dry Laundromat (120 Meserole 
Ave., at Leonard Street); MTV Su- 
per Sound Electronics & Appli- 
ances (747 Manhattan Ave., be- 
tween Meserole and Norman 
avenues); and Greenpoint Floral 
Co. (703 Manhattan Ave., at Nor- 
man Avenue). For information, 
go to www.implausibot.com. 




Advice-giving robber nabbed! 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The chutzpah-filled thief who not only 
robbed a Williamsburg cabbie, but advised 
him to “put in a partition,” was nabbed 
this week when he tried to pull off the 

In the original crime, cops say Alberto 
Pacheco, 44, entered a taxi company’s dis- 
patch office at Metropolitan Avenue be- 


tween Havemeyer Street and Marcy Avenue 
at around 3 am on Aug. 24. 

He hired a cab and told the 29-year-old 
driver to take him to the comer of South 
Fourth and Roebling streets — where he 
then pulled out a gun, pressed it to the dri- 
ver’s neck and robbed him of $ 160. 

As he fled the car, he added insult to in- 
jury by screaming back at the victimized 
cabbie, “Piece of advice: Next time, put in a 
partition or camera.” 


Those words came back to haunt Pacheco, 
cops said, when he returned to the same dis- 
patch center at around 3 am on Sept. 4 and 
told the employee that he needed a cab. 

This time, the employee recognized 
Pacheco and called cops, who collared the 
suspect and charged him with robbery, grand 
larceny, weapons possession and menacing. 

Pacheco was awaiting arraignment at 
press time and could not be reached for 
comment. 
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Baby-buggy 
bandit in Ridge 


A new predator is prowling local 
playgrounds and swimming 
pools, patiently waiting for the 
instant a distracted mom turns her 
head, then, in the blink of an eye — 
gone! 

But don’t call Chris Hanson just 
yet, because these perps are leaving 
the kids and snagging the strollers. 

That’s right, a serial-stroller thief 
is on the loose in Bay Ridge and 
nervous moms are beginning to pan- 
ic over the newly realized vulnerabil- 
ity of their precious baby-mobiles. 

It isn’t exactly the Son of Sam, 
but stroller-paranoia has hit a 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 


* 


Matthew Lysiak 



“Stroller theft is becoming more and more of a problem,” 
read a posted warning on ISawYourNanny.com, a national clear- 
inghouse for gossip about, well, you can figure it out from the 
name of the Web site. “To parents and nannies in Bay Ridge, be- 
ware; strollers are being snatched left and right!” 

The poster had first-hand knowledge of stroller perils; his was 
swiped last Wednesday. But that was only half as bad as what 
happened to January Hagan, who had two strollers stolen in one 
week last month. 

“My jogger stroller was stolen just days after my Maclaren 
stroller was stolen in broad daylight,” Hagan said. “I had been 
meaning to buy a bike lock, but hadn’t gotten around to it.” 

Hagan, who lives on 80th Street near Fourth Avenue, said she 
had parked her stroller in a concealed spot by her front door, and 
it was only out of site for a few minutes when she discovered 
that the buggy bandit had shuck again. 

“Perhaps someone has been watching me,” said Hagan. “You 
think I would have learned the first time around. I am just com- 
pletely devastated that there 
is someone in this neigh- 
borhood stealing strollers.” 
Residents of Bay Ridge 
should get used to it: these 
aren’t your mother’s baby 
buggies. Strollers today are 
big business (true story, my 
first stroller purchase, a 
Prego, cost $20 more than 
my first car — a 1984 
Chevy Cavalier that I 
bought in 1995 for $300.). 

A new stroller can cost 
up to $ 1 200 , and in today’s 
S affluent Bay Ridge, the site 
of tittle Madison in a luxury 
cruiser strolling down Third Avenue has become commonplace. 

This rising cost of buggies has created an instant black mar- 
ket for opportunistic thieves looking to make a quick buck. 

Some buggy-bandits may even be hawking their goods on 
Craigstist, which currently has 76 used strollers on sale ranging 
in price from $100-$600. Another theory is that some kids steal 
the strollers for the wheels, which, in some high-end buggies, 
can be used on motorized mini-bikes popular with teens. 

Of course, if you are looking to keep your stroller off the 
black market, prudence is the best remedy. 

Cops say that while they have noticed no appreciable rise in 
reported stroller thefts, common-sense precautions should thwart 
would-be buggy bandits. 

“Keep your eye on your stroller tike you would a laptop or 
any other expensive commodity,” said one officer at the 68th 
Precinct. “People will steal anything that isn’t tied down.” 

Hagan, who replaced both strollers at a net loss of $350, took 
the advice to heart. 

“I have replaced both strollers,” said Hagan. “But now, I ei- 
ther carry my stroller up two flights of stairs every time I return 
home or I lock it to a pipe with a bike lock and chain. 

Lesson learned, but in any case, it appears that the stroller- 
stealing epidemic will have at least one silver lining. The panic 
has temporarily cleared doorways of local businesses and apart- 
ment buildings of stroller congestion. 

Now, if only there would be a serial double-parked car thief! 

Matthew Lysiak is a writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Is Vito moving towards Hillary? With a showdown with 
lefty lawyer Steve Harrison looming, it appears that conser- 
vative Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) is once again distanc- 
ing himself from President Bush. First, he slapped the presi- 
dent for not declaring Bay Ridge a national disaster area after 
See SINK on page 6 
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Line up in size order 

Like swallows to Capistrano, students at Our Lady of Angels on 79th Street returned to school on Wednesday. 

Buckeye’s fighting back 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Threat? What threat? 

That’s what officials of the 
Buckeye Pipe Line Company 
will soon be telling terror-fearing 
Bay Ridge residents in a new 
public initiative designed to ex- 
plain that its controversial fuel 
pipeline — an apparent terror 
target earlier this year — is safe. 

The latest fears about the 
pipeline, which runs in the train 
cut near 65th Street in Bay 
Ridge, stemmed from the June 
arrest of four men who suppos- 
edly plotted to blow up the jet 
fuel tanks — and the pipelines 
that supply them — at JFK Air- 

But Buckeye Vice President 
of Field Operations Brian Jury 
said fear is just a media cre- 

“Safety ... is our top priority 
and our pipelines are well-pro- 
tected,” said Jury. “Unfortu- 
nately, distortions regarding 
pipeline operations and safety 
have been widely reported.” 

To combat this misinforma- 
tion, Buckeye will be hitting the 
local community board circuit 
and sending out mailings. The 
campaign will explain that “an 
attack on the pipeline involving 
explosives, even if it ruptured 
the pipeline and ignited the es- 
caping fuel, would be local- 
ized,” said Jury. 

But it won’t be an easy sell. 

The arrests in June ignited 
fears in Bay Ridge about the 
40-year-old pipeline, which 
runs from Linden, New Jersey 
to JFK — via Bay Ridge. 

“Of course, we are on edge,” 
said Avery Greene, a resident of 
the Towers of Bay Ridge, 
which is on 65th Street between 


Ridge and Third avenues. “It is 
hard to imagine how many peo- 
ple could die if that pipeline got 
into the wrong hands.” 

Pipeline fears were the sub- 
ject of an Aug. 15 public hear- 


ing at Fort Hamilton. 

“The reason the alleged ter- 
rorists targeted the pipeline is be- 
cause it represents an efficient 
way to massacre thousands of mailbox and at your local 
people in one attack,” Rep. Vito munity board meeting 


Fossella said at the hearing. “We 
don’t have enough answers.” 
Wait a few weeks, and some 
answers will soon be in your 
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Last call for Shadows? 
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This may be the last dance for Club Shadows. 

On Aug. 22, the embattled Fourth Avenue 
nightclub’s plea offer was rejected by the State 
Liquor Authority, which came back with an offer 
of its own — give up your liquor license or go to 

Shadows had offered the authority $10,000 and 
a 15-day suspension of its liquor license to settle 
charges dating back to Nov. 30, 2006— which in- 
cluded a serious count of not having a proper 
liquor license. 

But “the plea offer was not enough to satisfy 
the board,” said Liquor Authority spokesman Bill 
Crowley. 

The latest setback for the controversial club 
comes after two brawls — one on June 5 and an- 
other on Aug. 10, cops said — and both incidents 
hurt the bar’s chance of retaining its liquor license. 

“Obviously, there are serious questions about 


whether Shadows can responsibly hold this li- 
cense,” Crowley said. “Anytime the police have to 
be called and there is violence, the board takes it 
very seriously.” 

The latest charges — stemming from the vio- 
lent incidents — are separate matters, which mean 
two more trials, Crowley said. 

Club Shadows, which is between 90th and 91st 
streets, got on the community radar screen last 
November, when a sign featuring the silhouette of 
a curvy woman was installed. The sign also prom- 
ised “exotic dancers” at the Nov. 30 opening. 

The strippers never materialized. In fact, inside 
Club Shadows, there isn’t a hint of the controver- 
sy that local officials feared. When a Brooklyn Pa- 
per reporter visited this week, he found a club 
scene not too different than others in New York. 

The lighting was dark and the drinks pricey, but 
the business was clean and the crowd of twen- 
See SHADOWS on page 6 
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Also JoiN Us For TIhe 

Succot HolidAy: 

Thursday, Sept. 27th 

Services at 9:00 am & 6:30 pm 

PIease JoiN Us For 
H iqh HolidAy SERvicEs 

Led by Rabbi Micah Kelber 
and Cantor Jeremy Stein 

Rosh HAshANAh 

Friday, Sept. 28th 

Service at 9:00 am 
Family Shabbat Service and 

Thursday & Friday, 
Sept. 13th & 14th 

Services at 9:00 am & 6:30 pm 

Yom KippuR 

Potluck Dinner in the Succah 
at 6:30 pm 

Thursday, Oct. 4th 

Services at 9:00 am - 
including Yizkor 
Simchat Torah at 6:30 pm 

Friday, Sept. 21st 

Kol Nidre Services at 6:15 pm 

Saturday, Sept. 22nd 

Services at 9:00 am 
Yizkor Service at 11:00 am 

We will have Children's Service on 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

Friday, Oct. 5th 

Simchat Torah at 9:00 am 

For information on Membership 
and High Holiday Tickets, 
please call 718-836-3103 
or email brjcll209@aol.com 
Visit our blog at brjc.blogspot.com 
www.thebrjc.org 
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Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what's on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

'evaluate what the commitment to 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basies Is the Key To ft Successful Marriag e 

Joan Emerson, PhD ■ (718) 499-0373 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Specialist 
www.joanemerson.com 
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It's the last first day for Smartmom 


T he night before 

the first day of school, 
there was a festive BBQ 
in the front yard of Smart- 
mom’s apartment building. 

A potluck bonanza, the im- 
promptu menu included pesto 
pasta salad, chipotle turkey 
burgers, shish kebob, roasted 
veggies and a seemingly end- 
less supply of cold white wine. 

Best of all, the adults got to 
commiserate about the end of 
summer. 

“I’m just not ready for this,” 
one neighbor told Smartmom. 
“It feels very sudden this year.” 
“I am so dreading tomorrow,” 
another neighbor said. “This 
summer went by in a flash.” 
Clearly, it was the parents 
who were having a hard time let- 
ting go of the carefree days of 
summer. The kids seemed to be 
facing the transition with energy 
and aplomb. A girl who lives in 
the building next door was hula 
hoping while finishing “A Tale 
of Two Cities,” the required 
summer reading at MS 5 1 . 

The Oh So Feisty One wore 
her first-day-of-school outfit to 
the barbecue: a test-run of the 
stylish blue dress, black leg- 
gings, and new slip-on black 



sneakers. Needless to say, she 
got a lot of compliments. 

Upstairs, her blue and purple 
messenger-style bag was al- 
ready packed and ready for its 
debut the next day. 

Teen Spirit was clearly in de- 
nial about his first day. When 
Smartmom saw him walk past 



Set your calendar: The Brooklyn Historical Society an- 
tique kids book show starts Sept. 16. 

FAMILY CALENDAR 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 8 

10 am-5:30 pm: Butterfly gar- 
den. Prospect Park (enter at 
■-- J - ‘ A it Ocean 
seniors, $1 
5 , free for chil- 


450 Flatbush A\ 


kids 3 to 12 years, free for chil- 
dren under 3. Call (718) 399- 
7339 for info. 

Brooklyn Arts Exchange (421 

■ . i . , L : ;. i I V • i 

Park Slope). Free. For info, call 
718) 832-0018. 

10 am-4 pm: Vintage subway 

(Boerum Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Brooklyn Heights). Call 
(718) 694-1600 for information 

Noon-4 pm: "Sea Life Sock 
Hop." New York Aquarium 
(West Eighth Street at Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island). $12, 

$8 kids aejes 2 to 12 and for 

ted free. For info, call (718) 265- 
FISH. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "The 
Prince and The Magic Flute." 
Puppetworks (338 Sixth Ave., at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope). $8 
adults, $7 kids. Reservations 
suggested. For info, call (718) 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 9 

Noon-3 pm: Browse classes. 
The Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music (58 Seventh Ave., at 
Lincoln Place in Park Slope). 
Free. For info, call (718) 622- 
3300. 

1 pm: "Revenge of the Herbs." 
(high on the hiTnea^helviyrtle 


at Nintfi Stree 


Prospect F 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "The 
Prince and The Magic Flute." 
See Saturday, Sept. 8. 

Noon-4 pm: "Sea Life sock 
Hop." See Saturday, Sept. 8. 

MONDAY, SEPT. 10 

9:30-11 am: "Nature Babies," 
in Prospect Park. $20. For info. 


Eastern Pkwy., at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights). $1 
adults; students with valid ID: 
$4; Adults 62 and over $4; 

free. For info, call (718)638- 


Ave., at East Fourth Street in 
call (718) 522-4696. ‘ 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 15 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "The 
Prince and The Magic Flute." 
See Saturday, Sept. 8. 

1, 3 and 5 pm: Circus Amok. 
See Sunday, Sept. 9. 

To list your event, e-mail information 
fax to (718) 834-9278. 


REGISTER NOW FOR 2007 

Gan Menachem 



her with a large 
group of friends, she 
reminded him that 
he needed to get a 
good night’s sleep 
— for a change — 
so that he could 
leave the house by 
6:45 am. 

“Don’t worry, 
mom,” he told her. 

But worry she did. 
It’s not like he’s been 
awake before 1 pm 
in months. Smart- 
mom was stressing 
because she knows 
what it takes to get 
her kids to school. 

Tabloid Mom 
could tell that Smart- 
mom was agitated. 
She told her to have 
another glass of Char- 
donnay. But the wine 
only made Smart- 
mom more morose. She thought 
of that line from “Charlotte’s 
Web”: “The crickets sang in the 
grasses. They sang the song of 
summer’s ending, a sad monoto- 
nous song. ‘Summer is over and 
gone,’ they sang. ‘Over and gone, 
over and gone. Summer is dying, 
dying.’” 

Oy. The sound of those 
crickets. It’s been so loud on 
Third Street that sometimes 
Smartmom wonders if they’re 
in her living room. 

Thankfully, Tabloid Mom in- 
terrupted the morbid daydream. 

“What middle school’s are 
you looking at?” she asked, 
posing a question that Smart- 
mom knows she’ll be hearing at 
least 43 times a day for the next 
few months. 

Yes, this is OSFO’s last year 
at PS 321 and soon it will be 
time to fill out those dreaded 
middle school applications. 

Smartmom forced herself to 
remember the names of the lo- 
cal middle schools she’d 
blocked out of her mind all 
summer. 

It’s not like she thought 
about middle school options 
while she was working on her 
novel in her Edward Hop- 
peresque room with an ocean 
view on Block Island. 


She certainly did 
not read “New York’s 
Best Middle Schools,” 
by Clara Hemphill, 
while sitting on the 
beach in Amagansett. 

And don’t think 
she was comparing 
middle school test scores while 
sipping latte and reading beat 
poetry in Mario’s Cigar Store 
Cafe in San Francisco. 

But Tabloid Mom’s question 
brought it all back. All of it. . . 

The next morning at 6 am, 
Smartmom wanted to ignore 
the annoying beep of her alarm 
clock. But she didn’t. 

She wanted to stay under the 
covers and continue dreaming. 
But she didn’t. 

Instead, she dragged herself 
into Teen Spirit’s room and 
shook the sleeping giant awake. 
She knocked on Mrs. Kravitz’s 
door to borrow back the butter 
she’d lent her a few days before 
so that Teen Spirit’s bagel could 
be buttered. . . 

By 7 am, Teen Spirit was out 
the door, and OSFO was in her 
back-to-school outfit and ready 
to go. 

Later, they walked slowly up 


SMART 

mom 


W 


By Louise Crawford 

Third Street to Seventh Avenue 
as Smartmom thought about all 
the back-to-school errands that 
lay ahead (supplies from Save 
on Fifth, groceries from the Co- 
op, a new bag for Teen Spirit 
from Brooklyn Industries). But 
then something miraculous hap- 

S MARTMOM SAW THE 
parade of parents on Sev- 
enth Avenue. Friends. 
Acquaintances. Familiar faces. 
It was good to see them all. 

There’s Angela, the friendly 
crossing guard on Second 
Street, who wished them a good 
new year at school. 

When they entered the PS 
321 backyard, Smartmom no- 
ticed that one of OSFO’s 
teacher’s from last year is preg- 
nant (and has a little bump to 
prove it). Cute. 

While OSFO lined up with 
her classmates, Smartmom took 


in the scene. Friends ran up to 
OSFO and gave her a hug. A 
friend’s redheaded daughter got 
so unbelievably tall. Brainy 
Lawyer and her family looked 
so suntanned and healthy. Tall 
and Sultry was jet-lagged after 
month in Italy. 

“Hey, moms , pose for a pic- 
ture,” said Groovy Architect 
Mom. “It’s our last first day of 
school at PS 321.” 

Smartmom joined this inter- 
esting gaggle of mom-friends 
for an enthusiastic photograph. 
They all smiled. Smartmom felt 
a twinge of nostalgia. She’d 
been through a lot with these 
women. 

After the flash, the moms 
dispersed. They were off to 
work, off to do errands. One 
mom said she was “off to clean 
the stacks of mail on my desk.” 

Buoyed by the warmth of 
her mom-friends and the scene 
in the backyard, Smartmom 
was ready to face her first day 
of school, the school year, and 
everything else that comes her 
way. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn. " 



JlliggS Muk.1, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


1 2-4 year old programs 
1 Licensed teachers 
I Optimal educational equipment 
1 Exclusive outdoor facilities 
1 Indoor Gym facilities 


I 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
I Spacious Classrooms 
1 Enriched Curriculum 
I Caring, loving environment 


| Some spaces available for Sept. \ 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street {bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


917-488-8383 


JEWISH PRESCHOOL 


W Warm, loving, experienced care for babies, I 
I toddlers and young children up to 5 years. I 


In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation 
Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (718) 596-4840 x25 
117 Rernsen Street (between Clinton & Henry Sts) 
Open 8am to 6pm, Monday - Friday • kiddiekorner.org 



Partners for 
Success in 
Education 


By Randi Weingarten 


S tudents, patents and teachers 
across New York City are pre- 
paring for a challenging new 
academic year as the public school 
system embarks on its third major 
reorganization in five years. 

The new structure puts schools 
at the center of decision-making, 
and creates both opportunities and 
challenges. Experience tells us it will 
likely take some time for schools to 
adjust to the changes. But New York 
City’s 100,000 public school educa- 
tors stand ready to roll up our sleeves 
and work with principals, parents 
and students to achieve academic 
success. Regardless of what the bu- 
reaucratic structure is, we know that 
true partnership is the key to making 
our schools work for kids. 

As with any new undertaking of 
this size and scope, it’s not unexpect- 
ed that some of those affected might 
experience a degree of apprehension. 
But this much is clear - in order for 
the new school autonomy to work, 
teachers need to be part of the de- 
cision-making process. Principals 
provide our school children with the 
best possible education only if they 
create partnerships with teachers and 
parents. 

Teachers have earned and deserve 
this respect. When touting the school 
system’s academic improvements, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg regularly, 
and righdy, credits city teachers, call- 


ing them “spectacular” and “the best 
in the world” for moving schools in 
the right direction. Just imagine how 
much more we could do for students 
if teachers were treated more pro- 
fessionally, schools were run more 
collaboratively and the system itself 
became more open and transparent 
for parents. 

How to realize this partnership? 
One excellent vehicle is the School 
Leadership Team, wherein teachers 
and principals work with parents to 
shape each individual school’s edu- 
cational mission and determine how 
best to achieve it. 

This type of team approach to 
running our schools is very promis- 
ing but only if done properly and 
allowed to flourish. The Department 
of Education cannot simply pay lip 
service to the concept of partnership; 
it has to be real in order to be mean- 
ingful. It’s one thing for the DOE to 
set lofty goals, but real education is 
a product of the magic that occurs 
between teachers and students in the 
classroom, not the boardroom. 

The United Federation of Teach- 
ers is prepared to fight for real col- 
laboration and the conditions neces- 
sary for every school community to 
help students succeed because we feel 
that the school system has an unprec- 
edented opportunity to excel. 

Given the additional state educa- 
tion funding and other resources our 


school system is slated to receive this 
year, New York City public schools 
are in a position to make solid and 
sustained academic improvement. 
We should focus on utilizing the 
additional resources to: 

• Reduce class size 

• Improve school discipline 

• Engage in meaningful partnership 
that emphasizes a team approach 
to tackling the problems of indi- 
vidual schools. This will strengthen 
the bond between stakeholders in 
education and put our schools on 
a path of sustained academic im- 
provement. 

Our educators can work within 
any structure or framework the De- 
partment of Education chooses - as 
long as they are given the necessary 
resources and support and ate al- 
lowed to teach without microman- 
agement or excessive testing and oth- 
er unilaterally imposed bureaucratic 
mandates that cut into teaching and 
learning time. 

This is an auspicious time for 
New York City’s public schools, and 
in order to make the most of it all of 
the players and those affected are go- 
ing to have to learn to work together. 
We at the UFT are ready to hit the 
ground running, and we can only 
hope that our partners are, too. 
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BROOKLYN HEADS BACK TO SCHOOL — AND THE PAPER IS THERE 


CHECKIN' IN WITH... 


Roberta Davenport 

Take-charge principal 

Hollywood hasn't called Roberta Davenport 
yet, but the life story of this principal of Vinegar 
Hill's PS 307 reads like one of those inspira- 
tional screenplays: She grew up in the Farragut 
Houses only to return to her old neighborhood 
in 2003 to take over a school suffering from low 
attendance, rampant disciplinary problems, and 
abysmal test scores. Now, the elementary 
school is known for its art programs and its na- 
tionally competitive chess team, and academic 
performance is on the rise. She checked in with 
Harry Cheadle to talk about coming back to 
the old neighborhood. 



Q: You grew up in the neighborhood where you're 
now the principal. How has it changed since you 
were a child? 

A: My family was one of the first families to come into the 
Farragut Houses, back in 1952. My dad worked as a 
plumber in Brooklyn Navy Yard. Every afternoon at 4: 15, 
the whistle would blow, and you’d see a stream of workers 
coming home from the Yards. It was almost idyllic, a mix of 
families from different ethnic groups: you had Irish, Italians, 
blacks who had just come from the south. It was beautiful, 
clean, safe. We’d leave our doors open. Everyone looked out 
for everyone else. 

Q: So what happened? 

A: I left in the 1980s, when drugs came into the area in a 
very terrible way. It touched everyone. I had a wonderful 
experience in the Farragut houses. The children of today 
have a very different experience. 

Q: So when you got back to PS 307, what was the 
situation there? 

A: It was a fragile school. Its academic performance was 
so poor that the state had taken it over. What I had to do 
was look at what was influencing the performance. Atten- 
dance was too low. We wanted to look at the facilities and 


make sure the school was safe, child-friendly and orderly. 
That summer, we had a devastating break-in that just af- 
firmed we had to build a community school, a school that 
the community was invested in. 

Q: How do you build a "community school?" 

A: We had to be very clear with everyone what our values 
were. The parents had to know the expectations were 
clear. The bottom line for our children was there were cer- 
tain expectations for what you could do in school and 
what you couldn’t do. Boys and girls, you must come to 
school on time, prepared and appropriately dressed. 
Everyone has the right to be in school to learn and no one 
has the right to stop that. School should be considered sa- 
cred time. That meant fighting had to go out the window. 
We had zero tolerance for aggressive behavior. We had to 
look at bullies, make sure they were identified and dealt 

Q: You also started a lot of after-school programs. 
How did that work out? 

A: One of the first collaborations was with the Brooklyn 
Ballet, and some of our children realized they have a love 
of dance and received dance scholarships. I also brought 
in Chess in the Schools, and it’s incredible what has hap- 


pened in two years: our children took second place in the 
national championship and first place in Brooklyn this 
year. The kind of recognition that our children had not 
been receiving is coming now, and that transforms them. 
When we believe in children and set high expectations, 
our children expect success. For too long, PS 307 had 
been neglected. We seem to be under the radar. There’s 
great potential here. 

Q: But there's more work to do, right? 

A: Yes. I want to improve academic performance and get 
70 percent of the students reading at grade level. It’s only 
40 percent now. 

Q: Ouch. Is that the most problematic area for the 
school? 

A: Yes. We’re making some instructional changes. We’ll 
be ready this year. 

Q: What was most difficult thing you've had to do so 
far as principal? 

A: I think to really get in people’s hearts and minds, the 
idea that this is not my school; it’s the children’s school. I 
talk to the children, ask, “How can we make this school 
better, boys and girls?” 



Register 
your 
children 
now for an 
exciting 
year of 
Jewish ■ 
Education 

A project of 
Congregation 
B'nai Avraham 
117 Remson St. 
Brooklyn, NY 
11201 

Rabbi M. Goldin 
718 - 928-4192 
For more info visit 
vww.bnaiavraham.com 


Our 
CHILDREN 
ARE OUR 
FUTURE 


Media descends on Gibran 
as Arabic school opens 



Synagogue 
membership not 
required. All levels 
of observance are 
welcome. 


We also offer a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Program with 
private tutoring. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A horde of reporters from 
around the globe descended on 
Khalil Gibran International 
Academy on Tuesday to see if 
the first day of the city’s contro- 
versial Arabic-themed school 
would be as explosive as the 
coverage it has evoked since 
the dual-language program was 
unveiled in February. 

But the day went smoothly, 
as children were escorted into 
the school’s building on Dean 
Street in Boerum Hill and the 
school’s principal and staff were 
shielded from the media. 

About 50 supporters of the 
academy donned nametags read- 
ing “Welcome” and set up a 
green “welcome table” for stu- 
dents. But reporters had little to 
cover: protesters who derided 
the city’s first Arabic-themed 
school as a “madrassa,” the Ara- 
bic term for a religious school, 
were absent from Dean Street — 
they staged a demonstration out- 
side City Hall instead. 

With the opponents elsewhere, 
the reporters bore the brunt of 
school supporters’ criticism. 

Rabbi Ellen Lippmann of 
Park Slope’s liberal Kolot Chay- 



day’s edition that “New York 
needs this place as much as it 
needs another 9-11.” 

And at Tuesday’s rally out- 
side City Hall, leff Wiesenfeld, 
a spokesman for the Stop the 
Madrassa Coalition, said that in 
a perfect world, none of the 
city’s 69 dual-language pro- 
grams would exist. But the Ara- 
bic-language one, in particular, 
was a problem. 

“I would prefer these things 
be the way they were when I 
went to public school 35 years 
ago,” he said. “I was taught 
about the Pacific Island people, 
the Chinese people, the Teutons, 
the Arabs, and the African peo- 
’ ' ’ of my integrat- 


einu synagogue, who is a strong 
advocate for the school, read a 

emy newspapers such as the 
New York Post and the New 
York Sun. 

“Because we believe certain 
media are incapable of reporting 
on this school fairly, we stand in 
silence, offering this statement 
only,” she said. 


Lippmann then ended her “si- 
lence” by granting interviews. 

Meanwhile, a father who had 
just dropped off his son at the 
Math and Science Exploratory 
middle school, which is housed in 
the same building, shouted — in 
earshot of the kids — a profanity 
to express his view of the media. 

“Let the kids go to school!” 
he added 


By 9 am. Garth Harries, who 
runs the Department of Educa- 
tion’s Office of New Schools, 
stood before a the mass of re- 
porters and declared, “The stu- 
dents are in class right now, and 
they’re learning.” 

That didn’t impress the 
school’s opponents. 

New York Post columnist An- 
drea Peyser wrote in Wednes- 


“But with the Islamic school, 
you will have to have special 
observation, special auditing that 
you don’t need in a Greek 
school or a Chinese school. You 
don’t have a threat from those 
cultures.” 

The Gibran academy had a 
difficult birth. In March, parents 
at Park Slope’s PS 282 protested 
plans to shoehorn the Academy 
— a middle school — into their 
already crowded elementary 
school building. The Parent- 
See ARAB on page 1 0 



LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE & ELISABETH IRWIN HIGH SCHOOL 
A leader in progressive education since ig 21 


Founded in 1921, LREI's college preparatory program (PK-12 th ) stems from its tradition of progressive education, offering 
an inquiry-driven and student-centered curriculum. Progressive education minimizes the distance between learning and life, 
and emphasizes individual achievement within each student's responsibility to the community. Students develop academic 
and intellectual excellence, critical thinking and decision-making skills, and gain increasing independence and self-confidence. 
Active learners become active citizens through involvement in community service projects with local and global impact. Our 
students form ethical grounding, social awareness and habits of mind that last a lifetime. At LREI we are committed to equity 
in the areas of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and socioeconomic means. This focus on diversity and equity extends 
to a respect for differences in religious practice, cross-cultural adoption and a continuing commitment to social justice for all. 


Please join us for one of our seasonal open houses. 

Lower School: Tuesday, October 16 th and Thursday, October 25 th at 6:30PM 
Middle School: Tuesday, October 23 rd at 6:30PM 
High School: Thursday, October 18 th and Tuesday, November 6 th at 6:30PM 

Please call the Admissions Office at 212-4^77-5316 to make a reservation. 

272 Sixth Avenue (at Bleecker Street) ■ 4° Charlton Street • New York, NY IOO 14 -( 212 ) 477 _ 53 1 ^ ■ www.lrei.org 
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Teens mugged for cellphone 


The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


✓ ACD Voucher Accepted 

* ✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

t/ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 

✓ Enrichment Programs 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 
)/ Indoor Gym 

\/ Inclusion Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

FIRST CLASS DAY CARE 

167 Clermont Avenue 
between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


By Harry Cheadle 
and Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A 19-year old woman was 
assaulted and robbed on the 
comer of Warren and Smith 
streets on Aug. 29, police said. 

The victim told cops that she 
was walking on the busy, resi- 
dential block at around 1 1 pm 
when the robber sneaked up be- 
hind her, wrested her into a 
chokehold and punched her in 
the face before running off with 
her $500 Treo cellphone. 

One week before the attack, 
an 18-year-old woman was beat- 
en and robbed just three blocks 
away on the comer of Smith and 
Douglass streets. No perp has 
been cuffed for either crime. 

Police said the two assaults 
may be linked. 

Thai one on 

A 43-year-old Cobble Hill 
woman had her identity stolen 
by a thief who rang up $1,900 
in charges in Bangkok, police 

The crime was reported Aug. 
23 , but an officer said the mon- 
ey had gone missing months 
ago. The victim told cops that 
she knew no one in Thailand 
and had no idea how someone 
had accessed her bank ac- 


A police officer warned 
credit and debit card users to be 
careful where they flash their 


“It happened to me once,” 
said 76th Precinct community 
affairs officer Vincent Marrone. 
“I had to prove I hadn’t been 
buying [construction supplies] 
in California.” 

Clean-air crime 

Perhaps even criminals care 
about the environment. 

Construction workers found 
that out on Aug. 22, when they 
discovered that five Environ- 
mental Preservation Agency- 
approved air cleaning devices 
were stolen from a building site 
on Columbia Street near Mill 
Street. 

In addition to the five $100 
air pumps, the burglars got away 
with a $200 electrical cord. 


Late-night heist 

A man lost his high-tech toys 
when a mugger demanded 
them early on Aug. 28. 

The man was walking at 3:30 
am along Water Street near the 
comer of Pearl Street in DUM- 
BO when a man pulled up on a 
bike and demanded all of the 
man’s “stuff.” 

The victim, not wanting any 
trouble, complied, and lost his 
Nokia phone, iPod and $80. 

Video violence 

The Fulton Mall branch of a 
national video game retail chain 
was robbed on Sept. 2 by a 
thief who might have played 
“Grand Theft Auto” a few too 
many times. 

The robbery began when the 
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Cooking & Cleaning 
Carpets & Rugs 
Shelves / Storage / Closet 


Carpets & Doormats 
Pens & Markers 
Dry-Erase Boards 
Calculators 
Hooks & Hangers 
Coffee Makers 
Lamps & Bulbs 


Stationary/School Supplies 
Toaster Ovens 
Extension Cords 



85 Court Street m D»wnt<n 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

AMERICAN Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • EUSe© 

rmifll SC EM/ A DEC 0ver 30 Years in Business 

nVUDEVVAIlED Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 



only clerk at the store, which is 
near Duffield Street, stepped 
outside at 7 pm for a smoking 
break. A man approached, bran- 
dished a gun, and ordered the 
man back inside. 

After successfully convinc- 
ing the frightened employee to 
open the register and give him 
the $16,000 inside, the perp 
said, “Give me the tape” and 
punched his victim in the face, 
forcing the man to hand over 
the store surveillance footage 
before making off with his loot. 

Tambourine Man 

Most tambourine players are 
regarded as meek pacifists who 
are content to stay in the back- 
ground and keep time, but one 
man broke the stereotype vio- 
lently in an incident at a DUM- 
BO bar on Aug. 26. 

Around 10:30 pm, an argu- 
ment broke out at the bar, on 
the comer of Front and Pearl 
streets. The tambourinist let his 
instrument do the talking, hit- 
ting his opponent and causing 
cuts and bruises to the victim’s 
nose and eyebrow. 

Bed, bath, burg 

A Fulton Mall linen retailer 
was cleaned out by a robber 
who knew how to crack the 
store safe on Aug. 26. 

The store, on Fulton Street 
near Duffield Street, was locked 
up around 7 pm, and workers 
returned at 6 the next morning 
to fmd someone had put a giant 
hole in the wall and busted the 
safe, taking $7,000. The thieves 
also took eight sets of sheets, 
adding insult to injury. 

Slick pick 

A man’s wallet was stolen 
literally off of his lap as he rode 
the subway during msh hour on 
Aug. 27. 

The man was sitting on the 
G train as it approached the 
Hoyt-Schermerhom station at 
around 9 am. The wallet was in 
his lap as a nearby passenger 
pretended to drop something. 
The man tried to help find it, 
and the perp pretended to “fmd” 
something on the ground. 

The job had been done so 
well the man did not realize that 
the perp had grabbed his wallet 
until he got out of the station. 
The wallet contained no cash, 
but numerous credit cards. 

Court crime 

A man thought his bag 
would be safe in the courthouse 
on Schermerhom Street near 
Adams Street, but he was 
wrong — and now he’s out one 
ultra-expensive hearing aid. 

The 60-year-old left his bag 
on a bench outside the men’s 
room while he used the facili- 
ties on Aug. 29 at around noon. 
He came out to fmd his bag had 
disappeared. Inside was the 
hearing aid, worth a whopping 
$16,000, and important legal 
documents. 

Five-finger job 

A thief swiped over $5,000 
worth of rings while being 
shown around a jewelry store 
on Aug. 31. 

The sticky-fingered cus- 
tomer had a salesman show him 
around the room, all the while 
reaching into cases and snatch- 
ing gold jewelry from under the 
clerk’s nose. 

Unfortunately, the store on 
Court Street near Remsen 
Street does not have a surveil- 
lance camera. 

Vanishing van 

Some carjackers like stealing 
luxury vehicles. Others prefer 
2005 Ford Econoline vans. 

That’s what one woman 
learned on Aug. 28 after she 
parked her not-so-minivan on 
Atlantic Avenue near Hoyt 
Street at 10 am. Eight hours lat- 
er, the classic symbol of youth- 
ful rebellion and cross-country 
drives had disappeared. 

Coin caper 

A real-life pirate’s treasure 
- $14,000 in gold coins - 
was stolen from an apartment 
mailroom before the rightful 
owner could claim them. 

The coins were dropped off at 
a building on Schermerhom 
Street near Court Street and left 
in the communal mailroom on 
Sept. 1. Someone must have 
known what was in the boxes, 
because the Gold Maple Leaf 
and Swiss Franc coins were gone 



Building an appetite 


Like a plate of piping-hot flapjacks, a new International House of Pancakes restaurant is 
being slapped down on Livingston Street near Bond Street in Downtown. IHOP is popular 
nationwide for late-night service — but for now, we'll skip the "Rooty Tooty Fresh 'N' 
Fruity" breakfast in favor of the Lumberjack Breakfast at the nearby Carroll Gardens Clas- 
sic Diner on Smith Street. The only other Brooklyn location for the California-based chain 
is on Ralph Avenue in distant Flatbush. — Adam Rathe 


for by the time the man 
they were addressed ca 
to claim them. 


88th Precinct 


Fighting back 

A man put up a fight against 
his would-be mugger, but the 
thug got away with the man’s 
iPod on Aug. 26. 

The 31 -year-old had just left 
the Clinton-Washington subway 
station at around 11 pm. A few 
blocks away, a man on a BMX 
bike, described as being 5-foot- 
10 and “very muscular,” ap- 
proached and asked for change. 

When the man said he didn’t 
have any, the cyclist pointed to 
the iPod hanging around his 
neck and asked, “Is that an 
iPod?” It was apparently a 
rhetorical question, as the perp 
punched the man in the chest 
and grabbed the popular digital 
music device. He also tried to 
grab the man’s backpack, but 
the victim struggled, and the 
BMX-riding hoodlum took off 
after grabbing a notebook that 
had fallen out of the bag. 

The man said that an uniden- 
tified passerby chased after the 
perp with a car, but added that 
he hadn’t gotten the good Sa- 
maritan’s information. 


Ugly mug 

A man was beaten and 
robbed of his groceries, cash, 
and passport while walking 
home on Aug. 3 1 . 

The 27-year-old had just fin- 
ished shopping for food at 
around 9 pm, and was walking 
on Lafayette Avenue when he 
noticed two suspicious pairs of 

He tried to move past the 
group at the comer of St. James 
Place, but one of the men turned 
around and punched him in the 
eye, knocking him to the ground. 

All four perps began hitting 
and kicking him in the face and 
body. They took $200 out of his 
pockets, and perhaps more im- 
portantly, his Egyptian passport. 

Sedan stolen 

A woman left her car parked 
on the street for two hours, and 
that’s how long it took for it to 
get stolen on Aug. 26. 

The victim told cops that 
she’d parked her 1992 Mercury 
sedan on the comer of Clermont 
and Lafayette avenues at around 
9 am. When she returned, there 
was only broken glass. 

Carjacked 

Even nine-year-old cars are 
not safe from car theft. 

A woman parked her 1998 


Their new edition 



Former Brooklyn Paper Editor Neil Sloane and wife Carolina 
Rivera are the proud parents of Lucia Helene Sloane. The 7- 
pound, 9-ounce baby was born on Sept. 4. The tot joins the 
couple's prior creation, Gabrielle, now age 2. The Brooklyn 
Paper — your best source for fast-breaking baby news about 
editors and former editors. 
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Honda Accord on St. James 
Place between Gates and Greene 
avenues late on Aug. 29. When 
she came back the next day, the 
vehicle was gone. 

“Come here!” 

A man’s early morning stroll 
on Carlton Avenue ended badly 
when he walked near the wrong 
door on Sept. 3. 

Around 2 am, the 48-year-old 
was approaching Myrtle Avenue 
when he heard a voice call out, 
“Come here!” from a nearby 
doorway. He stopped, and a man 
ran up behind him and put him 
in a chokehold, dragging him 
into the lobby of a building. 
There, the two men, the yeller 
and the choker, removed $280 
from their victim and ran off in 
different directions. 

Locker larceny 

A gym customer was dis- 
mayed at the end of his work- 
out on Aug. 28 to find his stuff 
gone from his locker. 

The fitness fiend got to the 
gym, which is on Fulton Street 
near St. Felix Street, at around 
5:30. When he returned to his 
locker two-and-a-half hours lat- 
er, his lock was gone, the door 
was open, and his bag was 
gone, along with a watch, credit 
cards, and $120. 
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Bad crime, good collar in park 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Two thugs violently mugged 
a woman on Prospect Park 
West on Aug. 31 — but the 
perps were quickly collared by 
a cop on the beat. 

The robbery and rough-up 
took place at around 10 pm at 
the comer of Sixth Street, where 
the two female thugs — one 20 
years old and one 15 — rushed 
over to their 5 1 -year-old victim, 
pushed and shoved her before 
taking the purse. 



stroller at around 1 1 am, but it 



membered that he’d failed to 
close the back door of the apart- 
ment, which is at First Streets. 

Bar none 

A woman lost her pocket- 
book after putting it down on a 
chair in a Fifth Avenue bar on 


Aug. 29. 

The 29-year-old told cops 
that she had placed the bag next 
to her in the bar, which is at 
12th Street, at around 11 pm. 
The woman lost $44 and sever- 


Lost laptop 

An Apple computer was 
stolen from a Union Street 
apartment on Aug. 30 in a dar- 
ing middle-of-the-night theft. 

The resident of the apart- 
ment, which is between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues, told cops 
that the perp entered through a 
rear window and sneaked 



and Sixth avenues, at around 3 
am. While she was in the bath- 
room, he filled his bag with her 
equipment and cash. She report- 
ed the crime three days later. 

Big burg 

A thief bashed through the 
front door of a Fifth Avenue 
apartment and helped himself to 
thousands of dollars in electron- 
ics and jewelry on Aug. 28, 



12:30 pm, when he was out of 



al credit and debit cards. 
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Scary home invasion on Scholes Street 


90TH PRECINCT 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A woman returned to her 
Scholes Street apartment on 
Sept. 2 and quickly realized 
that there was a burglar inside. 

ning through the apartment, 
closing doors behind him, as he 
fled through a rear window and 
up towards the roof. He then 
jumped onto an adjoining 
building, which is under con- 
struction between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues. 

The victim told cops that the 
5-foot-9, 160-pound perp got 
away with two laptop comput- 
ers and a Nikon camera lens in 
the 10:30 am burglary. 


What the L? 

A woman riding on a Man- 
hattan-bound L train on Aug. 29 
lost a $600 gold necklace and 
never even saw the perp who 
took it, cops said. 

The 26-year-old Seneca Av- 
enue resident told police that the 
thief snatched the chain at 
around 9:50 am and jumped off 
the subway as the train was in 
the Montrose Avenue stop at 
Bushwick Avenue. 

Cops say robberies are up in 
areas around subway stations 
and bars (see story at right). 


Bad break 

A man’s South Ninth Street 
apartment was broken into on 
Aug. 29, and the thief fled with 
a fancy laptop and a Razr 
phone, cops said. 

The 22-year-old victim told 
cops that the apartment, which 
is between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues, must have been bro- 
ken into between 7:30 and 10 
pm, when he was not there. 

What a croc 

Thieves cracked into a juke- 
box at a popular Metropolitan 


Avenue bar early on Aug. 30 
and got away with $100. 

The owner of the Alligator 
Lounge, which is between 
Lorimer and Leonard streets, 
told cops that the thieves tried to 
break into the ATM inside the 
bar, but failed. That’s when they 
turned their attention to the 
jukebox, stealing enough mon- 
ey to listen to their favorite 
tunes for hours. 

Hat blocking 

A fur hat was one of the 
items stolen from a car parked 
at a South Eighth Street Jewish 
center on Aug. 22, cops said. 

The car has been parked be- 
tween Berry and Wythe streets, 
at around 10 pm. 

But when the owner returned 


to it the next morning, he no- 
ticed that the rear window had 
been broken and the fur hat was 
gone. 

Also stolen was some cloth- 
ing and a cellphone, the victim 
told cops. 

Subway mug 

A man walking home from 
the J-train station at Lorimer 
Street and Broadway early on 
Aug. 26 was mugged for his cell- 
phone by two men, cops said. 

The 57-year-old victim told 
cops that the men followed him 
from the station at around 1 :20 
am and jumped him, kicking 
him to the ground and taking 
the phone. 

The man also lost a harmoni- 
ca, valued at $50, he said. 


'Dance' moves down the Slope 


By Nicholas Sabloff 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It took months in a hot 
real-estate market, but Jen- 
nifer Kliegel has finally found 
a new home for her Park 
Slope Dance Studio — 
though it’s not technically in 
Park Slope anymore. 

An institution for more than 
three decades, Kliegel’s studio 
on Seventh Avenue at Union 
Street closed in June after the 
landlord refused to renew the 

She’ll reopen on Sept. 29 at 
630 Sackett St., between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

“I found this space because I 
went across Fourth Avenue,” 
Kliegel said. “We’re all going 



Park Slope Dance Studio owner Jen Kliegel with students 
(clockwise from right) Mika Schweitzer, Olivia Saleh and 
Madeleine Potoskie. 


to be doing it [to find] reason- 
able rent and a long-term 

Though satisfied with the 
end result, Kliegel still felt 
burned by the white-hot Park 
Slope real-estate market. 

“There was never any mon- 
ey discussion with me,” she 
said. “I feel deceived.” 

That said, she was pleased 
that she could create a new stu- 
dio “from the ground up” in 
what was once a garage. Now 
she’ll have air-condition and 
spring-loaded floors — a mini- 
Mark Morris facility, if you 
will. 

Not all of Kliegel’s 500 stu- 
dents, who range in age from 2 
to 75, will make the trek west, 


but her loyal customers were 
dancing at the good news. 

“It’s the only great dance 
studio in the neighborhood for 
children,” said Theresa Davis, 
whose 12-year-old daughter, 
Olivia, has been taking lessons 
for nine years. 

The would-be diva, like her 
mother, was pleased to hear 
that Kliegel would be carrying 

“Jennifer’s just like a kid, 
she’s so fun,” Olivia said. “Be- 
ing here makes you feel like 
you’re around something 
great.” 

Kliegel’s previous landlords, 
George and Nicholas Kotsonis, 
were not available for com- 


Tipsy? Best walk 
with a friend in 
the 90th Precinct 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Slightly tipsy pub-crawlers and late- 
night subway commuters are being increas- 
ingly targeted in Williamsburg’s 90th 
Precinct, officers at the Union Avenue sta- 
tionhouse told The Brooklyn Paper. 

Last week saw a rash of muggings and 
robberies throughout the precinct — 14 in the 
seven-day period, up from seven during the 
same week last year. Many of the muggings 
occurred in the hip areas around Meserole 
Street and Montrose Avenue, and the inter- 
section of Lorimer Street and Broadway, said 
90th Precinct commander, Deputy Inspector 
John Corbisiero. 

“They’re trying to rob people who are in- 
toxicated, frankly,” said Corbisiero, who ad- 
vised club-hoppers to walk together and not 
flash cash or cellphones. “They come up 
from behind and hit them.” 

One of the robberies was at the aforemen- 
tioned comer of Broadway and Lorimer 
Street on Aug. 27. The 21-year-old victim 
told cops that he was walking at around mid- 
night when two men — one black, one His- 
panic — attacked him from behind. 

One of the perps put him in a chokehold 
while the other punched him in the face. The 
Hispanic man ordered him to empty his 
pockets, which held only $7. 

In another beating and robbery, a 24-year- 
old man told cops that he was walking home 
from a bar on Maujer Street between 


Leonard Street and Manhattan Avenue on 
Aug. 28 at 5:30 am when he, too, was ap- 
proached from behind. 

One man put him in a chokehold while 
another punched him in the face. “Don’t f— 
with us. We are taking your money.” 

They got away with $60 and a Razr cell- 

Afew days later, on Sept. 1, a woman en- 
tering the M train at Marcy Avenue was sur- 
rounded by two thugs at around 10 pm. The 
perps grabbed the 33-year-old victim’s cell- 
phone — but were detained by witnesses, 
cops said. 

When police arrived, the men were arrest- 
ed and charged with robbery. 

Quick response, Corbisiero said, is the key 
to stopping these kinds of crimes. 

“It’s very important to call 911 immedi- 
ately, so we can canvas the area before the 
trail runs cold,” he said. “Also, if someone 
steals your cellphone, do not cancel the serv- 
ice. That way, we can track the thief. You 
have no idea how many times a guy steals a 
cellphone anu then uses it immediately. We 
can track that.” 

Corbisiero said that he has rearranged his 
officers so that there are more cops on the 
streets on the midnight-8 am tour. The trouble 
is, many people don’t want cops to see them. 

“We urge people to walk on streets when 
they see officers — for their own safety,” 
Corbisiero said. The officers, he added, are 
not on patrol to arrest intoxicated people, but 
to arrest the thieves who prey on them. 



Building an appetite 

Like a plate of piping-hot flapjacks, a new International House of Pancakes restaurant is 
being slapped down on Livingston Street near Bond Street in Downtown. IHOP is popular 
nationwide for late-night service — but for now, we'll skip the "Rooty Tooty Fresh 'N' 
Fruity" breakfast in favor of the Lumberjack Breakfast at the nearby Carroll Gardens Clas- 
sic Diner on Smith Street. The only other Brooklyn location for the California-based chain 
is on Ralph Avenue in distant Flatbush. — Adam Rathe 


Fight for historic DUMBO 


By Juliana Bunim 

for the Brooklyn Paper 

It’s one fight where everyone’s in the same 

DUMBO, a neighborhood now known for art 
galleries, studios, and even some artists actually 
living there, will honor its hardscrabble, bare- 
knuckles past with a boxing fundraiser to help 
preserve the historic, yet vibrant, neighborhood 
between the Manhattan and Brooklyn bridges. 

Hosted by the DUMBO Improvement Dis- 
trict, the inaugural fundraiser will feature art, 
music and dance (that’s the tribute to DUMBO’s 
present) followed by a real boxing card put to- 
gether by Gleason’s Gym. 

“We wanted to bring the community together 
to celebrate what DUMBO is now known for — 
its artists — and its past into one night,” said 
Jane Kojima of the Improvement District. 

No fight night would be complete without 


someone lacing up the gloves. Luckily, Glea- 
son’s owner Brace Silverglade, was game. “I try 
to do whatever I can,” he said. 

The marquee bout will pit Maria “the Blonde 
Bomber” Frisk against Sacred Downing, the na- 
tion’s number one amateur boxer. 

Not all the clashing will be in the ring. Clas- 
sical musicians will take on hip-hop artists (al- 
beit with beats and rhythms rather than dukes). 
Professional dancers will go toe-to-toe with 
break-dancers to see if the pirouette can knock 
out the moonwalk. 

The winner will be DUMBO itself. 

“All of the money raised will go to the main- 
tenance fund for the cobblestone streets,” said 

"Fight Night: The Fight to Preserve DUMBO," 
St. Ann's Warehouse (38 Water St., between 
Dock and Main streets, in DUMBO), Sept. 20, 6 
pm. $50 per person ($100 per family). Call (718) 
237-8700 for information. 


Big time plans for low-rise nabes 


Many projects on horizon 
for Carroll Gardens, C'Hill 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Boom goes the neighborhood. 
More than 2,000 new housing 
units are in the works in Carroll 


Gardens and the gritty area 
along the Gowanus Canal be- 
tween Sackett and Fifth streets. 
But a growing number of 
naysayers want to slow the pace 


The Big Boom 

Low-scale Carroll Gardens is about to experience a growth spurt of unprecedented magnitude. Here is a rundown 
of 1 3 developments to watch. — Cohen 

WHERE 

WHAT 

STATUS 

Bayside Fuel Depot, West bank of 
the Gowanus Canal between Sackett 
and Union streets. 

Canal-front complex of 10- to 12- 
story towers with 300-400 units 

Toxic remnants still being removed. 

340-352 Bond St., at Third Street 

Four-story, eight-unit loft-style apart- 
ment building 

Construction currently frozen be- 
cause of a code violation. 

21 1 Columbia St., at Sackett Street 

11 -story building with 13 units 

Construction underway. 

340 Court St., at Union Street 

Townhouse development 

Developer Clarett Group is still in con- 
tract for the site. No architect yet. 

333 Carroll St., between Hoyt and 
Bond streets 

Six-story, 31 -unit condo 

Halted by the Buildings Department 
in mid-construction. 

671 Henry St., on the corner of 
Luquer Street 

Four-story building, five units 

The blue construction fences are up. 
Permits are approved. Construction 
could start within the month. 

Gowanus Village, both sides of the 
canal, between Union and Third 

Canal-front complex of several 3- to 
12-story buildings, with 400 units 

Construction hasn't begun. 

Toll Brothers, Bond Street between 
Carroll and Second streets 

Canal-front complex of low-rise 
townhouse-style condos 

Toll Brothers is waiting for Gowanus 
area to be rezoned for apartments. 
Could be years. 

100 Luquer St., between Clinton and 
Henry streets 

1 1 -story building, 20 units 

Construction to begin this fall. 

360 Smith St., comer of Second 
Place 

Six-story apartment building with 46 

Construction underway. 

111 Third St., at Bond Street 

Four- or five-story townhouse-style 
condo development, with 45 units 

Completion date 2008. 

Columbia Street area projects: 

5 Columbia St., 86-98 Congress St., 
79 Warren St., 104-1 16 Warren St., 
101-115 Baltic St. 

Three 4- to 7-story buildings, with 
1 53 units 

Has yet to begin the eight-month 
public review process. 

Public Place site, Smith Street at Fifth 
Street 

Several 3- to 14-story buildings, with 
400 units 

City still looking for a developer. 


of development. 

“The fear is not one site, it is 
the health of the whole area,” 
said Linda Mariano, a member 
of Friends and Residents of the 
Greater Gowanus. “There is 
raw sewage in this canal and 
you should see the flooding. We 
are saying, ‘Fix it now’ before it 

At a standing-room-only 
Town Hall meeting late last 
month, one possible “fix” 
emerged — the expansion of 
the Carroll Gardens Historic 
District, which currently covers 
a small area between Smith and 
Hoyt streets, from First Place al- 
most to Union Street. Within the 
historic district, buildings can’t 
rise any higher than 50 feet and 
all new development must keep 
the 19th-century Italianate ar- 
chitecture common in the area. 

The district includes fewer 
than 200 buildings and is one of 
the city’s smaller landmark ar- 
eas. Advocates say that widen- 
ing its boundaries to include 
blocks of rowhouses west of 
Bond Street is an obvious salvo 
in the battle against what they 
consider inappropriate develop- 

“Landmark designation basi- 
cally guarantees the physical in- 
tegrity of a community,” said 
Bob Furman, head of the Four 
Borough Neighborhood Preser- 
vation Alliance. 

Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Cobble Hill) may soon hire 
Furman, a former member of 
the city’s Landmarks Preserva- 
tion Commission, to complete a 
historical survey of the area, 
said DeBlasio spokesman, Tom 
Gray. 

The emphasis on neighbor- 
hood character apparently has 
some momentum. After fearing 
that a larger residential tower 
would be built at a former Long 
Island College Hospital build- 
ing at 340 Court St., a spokes- 
man for the Clarett Group, 
which is in contract to buy the 
building, said the developer 
plans to build low-rise town- 
houses that would be “in con- 
text” with the area. 
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SINK ... 

Continued from page 3 

the Aug. 8 tornado. Then he knocked POTUS for changing a rule 
that would prevent the expansion of state-run health care for kids 
whose parents earn over $80,000 a year. Then again, the buzz from 
Staten Island is that Guy Molinari wants Vito to run for mayor 
next year, not Congress anyway. . . . Cowboys in Bay Ridge? Anew 
restaurant, Uncle Buck's, which is located on 89th Street and Third 
Avenue, opened last week to rave reviews for a simple, mexpenstve, 
and tasty menu. But to our great dismay, the rumored appearance of 
a mechanical bull is nothing more than a dream due to, what else, 
insurance issues. . . . Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) 
is claiming to have solved, once and for all, the mystery of the mys- 
terious humming noise known as the “Bay Ridge Hum.” Stay tuned 
next week. ... We have just received the sad news that Gail Topp. 
who worked for the Brooklyn Democrats for Change, passed 
away last Monday. She will be missed. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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EXOTIC DANCERS? HERE? Club Shadows owner Joseph 
Domovsky showed off his controversial Fourth Avenue club 
to The Brooklyn Paper before it opened in November, 2006. 
He remains in hot water with the State Liquor Authority. 
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3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 


By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


home security system ended 
up stealing their would-be 
client’s credit card on Aug . 28 , 
cops said. 

Luckily, the 35-year-old vic- 
tim canceled the card before the 
fake security consultants could 
make a big purchase. 

The victim says that “work- 
ers” came to his home, which is 
on 81st Street near Third Av- 
enue, to install a protective door 
at 4 pm — but he was onto 
their plot. 

The perps managed to suc- 
cessfully add $2 to their Metro- 
card, but were denied when 
they tried to make a much larg- 
er purchase at Circuit City be- 
cause their victim had already 
notified his credit card compa- 
ny. 

Cops said they are question- 
ing the workers. 

Bank bombs 

A thief escaped with $800 
after passing a note to a teller at 
a Third Avenue bank on Aug. 
30, police said. 

The thief walked into the 
Sovereign Bank, at 75th Street, 
at 2:15 pm, and handed the 31- 
year-old clerk a note that stated, 
“I have a bomb. Give me your 

The teller handed over the 
money — but tricked the thief 
by handing over three stacks of 
cash with $100 bills on top, but 
only singles in the middle. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


The perp took the cash and 
bolted for the door before run- 
ning down Bay Ridge Parkway. 

Police are now looking for a 
dark-skinned man, roughly 30- 
years-old, and 150 pounds. 

Laptop swiped 

A Fifth Avenue man lost a 
laptop and cash when his apart- 
ment was robbed on Aug. 28, 
cops said. 

The 31 -year-old victim left 
his apartment, which is near 
86th Street, to go to work, but 
when he returned at 4:40 pm, 
he discovered that his laptop, 
and $485 in cashhad been tak- 
en, according to police. 

Fake cop stop 

Two thugs posing as plain- 
clothed police officers robbed a 
man at knifepoint on 70th 
Street on Aug. 28. 

The 20-year-old victim was 
near the comer of Eighth Av- 
enue at around 1 1 :25 pm when 
he saw the two fakers get out of 
a car and announce that they 

The phony police frisked the 
man before pulling a knife and 
stealing his iPod and $150. 

The perps then jumped back 
in the car and sped down 
Eighth Avenue. 


Toying around 

A woman had her wallet 
stolen as she was shopping in a 
popular Bay Parkway toy store 


on Sept. 1. 

The 32-year-old was in the 
store, which is near Cropsey 
Avenue, at around 6 pm, when 
she noticed her wallet was 
gone. Thieves managed to 
swipe her credit, and debit 
cards, and actually use them : 




Mission Statement 


WE ARE THE BEST 
PART OF YOUR DAY, 

EUERYDAY. 


told police. 

Unfortunately, no one saw 
the swipe. 

Purse grab 

An employee of a popular 
86th Street shoe store had her 
pocketbook stolen from a back 
storage room on Sept. 2. 

The perp entered the store, 
which is near Bay Parkway, 
with no intention to buy a 
thrifty pair of shoes. 

At around 1 :50 pm, he crept 
his way to the back of the store, 
near the storage room, and 
swiped the purse. 

Later, he fled the store with 
the shoulder bag, which con- 
tained $20, including her credit 
and debit card, police said. 

The victim was unable to 
get a good look at the thieve’s 

Laundry entry 

A 20th Avenue Laundromat 
was literally taken to the clean- 
ers after it was broken into 
overnight on Aug. 29. 

The cleaners, which is near 
Bay Ridge Parkway, was bro- 
ken into at around 1 am, when 
perps busted open a side win- 
dow, and smashed through a 


back office door, leading them 
right to the cash. They swiped 
$2,000 from the office, and fled 
through the same window, po- 
lice said. 

There were no witnesses, so 
the thieves got a clean getaway. 

Shop swipe 

A man who left his car to be 
fixed at a Bay 37th Street auto 
repair shop returned to the me- 
chanic on Aug. 28 to find the 
car missing. 

The 49-year-old man was 
told by the mechanic, whose 
business is near Cropsey Av- 
enue, that thieves had stolen the 
2003 Chevrolet Impala. 

The four-door sedan has the 
New York plate number 
BXK9857. 

Anyone who spots the vehicle 
is asked to call the 62nd Precinct 
at (718) 236-2611. 


Hot wheels 

A man had all four wheels 
stolen from his 2006 Honda 
Accord on Aug. 27, police said. 

The 33-year-old returned to 
his vehicle, which was parked 
on 21st Avenue near Shore 
Parkway, at around 8 pm to find 
it on cinderblocks. The perps 
had jacked up the four-door 
sedan, and lifted the tires and 
rims in one fell swoop. 

AM burg 

A woman’s West Seventh 
Street apartment was robbed af- 
ter she left for work early on 
Aug. 26. 

The 32-year-old woman re- 
turned to her home, which is 
near Avenue S, later in the af- 
ternoon only to find her proper- 
ty missing. Thieves managed to 
swipe electronics, jewelry, and 
her passport, police said. 


‘Dance’ moves 
down P’Slope 


Park Slope Dance Studio owner Jen Kliegel with students (clock- 
wise from right) Mika Schweitzer, Olivia Saleh and Madeleine 
Potoskie. 


By Nicholas Sabloff 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It took months in a hot real- 
estate market, but Jennifer 
Kliegel has finally found a 
new home for her Park Slope 
Dance Studio — though it’s 
not technically in Park Slope 
anymore. 

An institution for more than 
three decades, Kliegel’s studio on 
Seventh Avenue at Union Street 
closed in June after the landlord 
refused to renew the lease. 

She’ll reopen on Sept. 29 at 
630 Sackett St., between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

“I found this space because I 
went across Fourth Avenue,” 
Kliegel said. “We’re all going 
to be doing it [to find] reason- 
able rent and a long-term 

Though satisfied with the 
end result, Kliegel still felt 
burned by the white-hot Park 
Slope real-estate market. 

“There was never any mon- 
ey discussion with me,” she 


said. “I feel deceived.” 

That said, she was pleased that 
she could create a new studio 
“from the ground up” in what 
was once a garage. Now she’ll 
have air-condition and spring- 
loaded floors — a mini-Mark 
Morris facility, if you will. 

Not all of Kliegel’s 500 stu- 
dents, who range in age from 2 
to 75 , will make the trek west, 
but her loyal customers were 
dancing at the good news. 

“It’s the only great dance stu- 
dio in the neighborhood for 
children,” said Theresa Davis, 
whose 12-year-old daughter, 
Olivia, has been taking lessons 

The would-be diva, like her 
mother, was pleased to hear that 
Kliegel would be carrying on. 

“Jennifer’s just like a kid, she’s 
so fun,” Olivia said. “Being here 
makes you feel like you’re 
around something great.” 

Kliegel’s previous landlords, 
George and Nicholas Kotsonis, 
were not available for com- 


SHADOWS... 

Continued from page 3 

tysomethings were well-controlled by two large security guards who 
made their presence obvious. 

Aside from people smoking in the bathroom (a common club 
nuisance), there were no noticeable problems — and no naked 

That’s a far cry from what local officials expected when Council- 
man Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) brought SLA inspectors to the 
Club Shadows opening, and the agency hit the establishment with 
the four original violations. 

Shadows lawyer William Spanakos could not be reached for 
comment. — Matthew Lysiak 
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culturesmart \kuhl-cher-smahrt\ z^.To surprise, impress 
or stand out by expressing unexpected knowledge 


Ex., Maurice suggested an action movie for their first date, to which 
Francie culturesmarted, “In 1994, a record-breaking crowd of 3.5 


million shared a New Year’s kiss at an outdoor Rod Stewart concert.” 



Maurice can make a 
memorable impression at a 

FREE OUTDOOR 
CONCERT 

at Central Library. 


September 15, 2pm 

Harry and the Potters & 
Band of Thieves 


September 23, 2 pm 

Pharaoh’s Daughter & 
Old Red Wine 


S. Stevan Dweck 



For more information, 
visit our website and sign 
up for eNews. 

www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org 
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Heath-Michelle split 
has B’Hill gossiping 

So, who will get the townhouse? 



By Adam F. Hutton 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

All of Hollywood is talking 
about the demise of A-list 
sweethearts Heath Ledger and 
Michelle Williams — but the 
pair’s Boerum Hill neighbors 
are much more interested in 
the real gossip: who will get 
the couple’s $3.5-milhon Hoyt 
Street brownstone! 

“I’m more concerned about 
who buys the place,” said Chi 
Chu, 40, who has lived on Dean 
Street for seven years, directly 
across from the couple also 
known as “Heathandmichelle.” 

The “Brokeback Mountain” 
stars bought the three-story 
brownstone at the comer of 
Hoyt and Dean streets, for $3.5 
million in 2005 from Australian 
actress Nell Campbell. If you 
believe the Oz tabloids, Ledger 
and Williams had fled his mul- 
ti-million-dollar beach house in 
Sydney earlier that year be- 
cause they were fed up with the 
paparazzi. 

Naturally, Ledger and Wil- 
liams started to loosen up after 
the move to Brooklyn — to the 


point where he was sometimes 
spotted riding around on his 
skateboard and she was seen 
pushing their daughter Matilda 
around in a stroller. 

And both even joined the 
fight against Atlantic Yards, 
lending their names to be used 
by Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn. 

But the beginning of the end 
— for Brooklyn, at least — 
came last year, when the couple 
plunked down $2.3 million for 
a Hollywood Hills home they 
called “The Treehouse.” At the 
time, Ledger told The Brooklyn 
Paper that the couple simply 
needed “a place to drop our 
bags” and that they were firmly 
committed to keeping their 
Brooklyn ZIP code. 

For now, apparently, only 
one will. And that gossip — 
good, old-fashioned real-estate 
gossip — is what has the neigh- 
bors talking. 

If they do sell, they should 
get their money’s worth, said 
local real-estate broker Howard 
Lev of All Points Realty in 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

The neighborhood has only 


gotten stronger since they 
bought,” Lev said. “Rents in 
Boerum Hill are going up, and 
the condos being built are sell- 
ing out. So with a three-car 
garage and who knows what 
other kinds of amenities inside, 
I don’t see them taking a loss.” 

The romance between 
Ledger, 28, and Williams, 26, 
ignited three years ago while 
they were filming “Broke- 
back,” the Academy-Award- 
winning movie about a 20-year 
relationship between Wyoming 
cowboys. Ledger and Williams 
played a married couple whose 
relationship rapidly deterio- 
rates, thanks to all that nekkid 
rasslin’ between the ranch 

In real life, Williams gave 
birth and shopped for the 3,600 
square-foot Boerum Hill 
brownstone around the same 
time as the couple promoted 
the movie. At the time, Ledger 
and Williams were reportedly 
renting a townhouse a few 
blocks away in Carroll Gar- 
dens. Ledger invited some of 
his new Brooklyn neighbors to 
the New York premiere of the 
film, according to Australian 
newspapers. 

Earlier this year, the couple 
applied for a marriage license in 
Brooklyn, sparking tabloid 
speculation about a secret wed- 
ding, but the couple has neither 
confirmed nor denied those ru- 
mors (though they had been 
seen wearing rings). 

While the mainstream tab- 
loid media remained in a tizzy 
over the couple, Boerum Hill 
remained calm, which is what 
the actors apparently wanted in 
the first place. 

“I think that’s why so many 
L.A. people move to New 
York,” said Peter Morgano, 27, 
of Bay Ridge, who also works 
at the Boerum Hill Food Com- 
pany. “There is sort of an anti- 
celebrity mentality here, and 
they think they can come here 
and hide out.” 


Other area residents said the 
departure of Heaihanumichene 
would be treated the same way 
as their arrival: with little fan- 
fare. 

“It didn’t cause any great up- 
roar when they moved in and I 
don’t think it will change much 
when they leave,” said Eric 
Gielow, 32, who lives on 


Wyckoff Street, just two blocks 
from the ill-fated couple. “It’s 
funny to me that people care as 
much as they do about celebrity 
relationships.” 

Besides, added Caroline Hill, 
25, who works at the Boerum 
Hill Food Company on Smith 
Street, “I never saw them to- 
gether anyway.” 


Brooklyn Do? House 

. 1 J daycare S boarding 

718 222-4900 

m 7 am-iOom weekdays, Qaiti-iOmti weekends 



yaiti-iOpm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUgkSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Express *i*\ 

30 0 * less- 


In Lutheran’s Emergency Room, patients get care faster. 

Now that’s progress - the kind that makes a difference in people’s lives. 

And it’s all because of Lutheran’s one-of-a-kind QUICK CARE 
Program - an innovative approach to emergency care where patients see 
a doctor in 30 minutes or less.* 

And, as an award-winning, state-recognized LEVEL I TRAUMA AND 
STROKE CENTER, Lutheran is prepared to treat both severe and 
everyday emergencies, but we also know it shouldn’t take all day to do so. 

Lutheran is convenient too. Our 55th Street parking garage is open 
24 hours a day. 

So, why wait any longer? Try Lutheran. 



Lutheran 
Medical Center 


Located on Second Avenue between 55th and 56th Streets 
Call 718-630-RXRX (7979) for a physician referral 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


* Average "Door to Doctor" time of actual patient data collection YTD 2007. 


CHICKS 



One of Red Hook's celebrity 
chickens that will be hob- 
nobbing with Willie Nelson 
and Neil Young at Farm Aid 
this Sunday. 

Continued from page 1 
pepper sauce, said she would 
rather see the chickens than 
veteran rocker Willie Nelson. 

“They make me happy,” she 

Mackin, for her part, is very 
excited to see Nelson, who, 
along with Young and John 
“Couger” Mellencamp, found- 
ed Farm Aid in 1985 to help 
farms in places that can be de- 
scribed as rolling, or green, 
rather than smoggy and scrap- 
py- 

“I am hoping for a picture of 
the chickens with Willie for the 
family Christmas card,” said 
Mackin, whose coop is sand- 
wiched between a glass factory 
and a Veterans of Foreign War 
post on Van Brunt Street. 

But would she sell even one 
of her little red hens to Nelson? 

“No,” Mackin said. “I would 
tell him to buy his own. A 
chicken only costs $1.50.” 

The all-day Farm Aid concert 
will be Sept. 9 at Randall's Island. 
Go to http://www.farmaid.org for 
info or to buy tickets. 



Celebrate the new Vear! 





Its worth the schlep^ 

The City Congregation is a welcoming community of 
secular Jews - from all over NYC - where we celebrate our 
culture and identity in a joyful, diverse congregation. 

Join us for HUMANISTIC HIGH HOLIDAYS with words and 
music that are consistent with our secular beliefs, led by 
Rabbi Peter Schweitzer, the only Humanistic rabbi in NY. 
Register now for our twice-monthly Sunday KIDSCHOOL 
for ages 3+, creative BAR/BAT MITZVAH program, teen group 
and adult discussions at our Upper West Side location. 

Enjoy our monthly SECULAR SHABBAT SERVICES, in the 
West Village, with cultural programs and childcare: 

Sat., Sept. 8 - What's all the Hoopla about the "New Atheism"? 
Fri., Oct. 5 - How Jews Created the American Comic Book 
with author Arie Kaplan 

Contact us for information and holiday reservations. 

Find out more at our OPEN HOUSE on September 9. 

VV THE city congregation 

*4^ lor HI] HAN [STIC JUDAISM 

l 212-213-1002orwww.citycongregation.org j 
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DISCOVER A VIBRANT, DIVERSE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
IN THE HEART OF BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN!! 

IT’S THE ANNUAL KANE STREET SYNAGOGUE 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER @TH 
10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 


VS COME MEET OUR RABBI & OUR PRESCHOOL & HEBREW SCHOOL 
DIRECTORS & TEACHERS--IN PERSON! 

VS DISCOVER OUR CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, & SOCIAL PROGRAMS! 
VS VISIT OUR HISTORIC SANCTUARY! 

VS BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE: 

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR THE KIDS, SHOFAR-BLOWING DEMONSTRATIONS, 
PLUS REFRESHING FOOD & DRINK FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!! 

Kane Street Synagogue 

A Conservative Egalitarian Congregation 
236 Kane Street (between Court and Clinton) • Cobble Hill, Brooklyn 
(718) 875-1550 

Visit kanestreet.org for more information 


©HV 




This High Holiday season, join the conversation. 
Try Park Slope Jewish Center, Brooklyn’s 
inclusive, egalitarian, Conservative synagogue. 
8th Avenue at 14th Street. Come on in. 

Call 718/768-1453. Visit us at psjc.org 


sept. 8, ioam, Open House Shabbat 
sept. 9, 9:30AM, Hebrew School begins 
sept. 12, 6:45PM, The High Holidays begin 


See our website for 
i full calendar of services 
for adults &. children. 

psjc.org 



Join vis for the High Holidays 

No matter what your background, services at Congregation B'nai Avraham 
will leave you enriched, connected and inspired. 


ROSH HASHANA 

Wed., Sept. 12 Evening Services 7:00 pm 

Thurs., Sept. 13: Traditional Service 9:00 am 
Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 1 0:00 am 
Afternoon Service 6:00 pm 
Followed by procession for Tashlikh 
(Casting Sins Away) 

Evening Service 8:00 pm 

Fri., Sept. 14: Traditional Service 9:00 am 
Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 1 0:00 am 

YOM KIPPUR 

Fri., Sept. 21 : Kol Nidrei 6:45 pm 

Sat., Sept. 22: Traditional Service 9:00 am 
Time Sensitive/Explanatory Service 1 0:30 am 
Yizkor 1 2:00 pm 
Final Service 6:00 pm 

For more information, please contact Levana: 718-596-4840 Ext. 18 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin. Spiritual Leader • www.bnaiavraham.com 
Congregation B'nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen Street (between Clinton and Henry Streets) 


• Everybody Welcomed • 

• Hebrew/English Prayerbooks • 

• Delicious Kiddushes • 

• Childrens Programs for all ages • 
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Brooklyn Heights Synagogue 

We are a dynamic, inclusive reform Jewish community 
in the heart of Brooklyn Heights, with programs, services 
and learning opportunities for people of all ages. 

Join us for the High Holy Days! 

SELICHOT 

Saturday, Sept. 8th 
8pm (Free & Open) 

EREV ROSH HASHANA 
Wednesday, September 12 
6:30pm (Tickets Required) 

ROSH HASHANA 
Thursday, September 13 
9:30 am Morning Service (Tickets Required) 

9:30 am Services & Activity Members Grades 6-7 
2:00 pm Young Families Service (Free & Open) 
ROSH HASHANA - 2nd Evening 
Thursday, September 13 
6:30 pm Evening Service (Free & Open) 

ROSH HASHANA 2nd Day 
Friday, September 14 
9:30 am Morning Service (Free & Open) 
SHARRAT SHUVAH 
Friday, September 14 
6:30 pm Service 
SHARRAT SHUVAH 
Saturday, September 14 

10:00 am: Shabbat Morning Service, Brown Bag 
Lunch & Study Session (Free & Open) 
KOLNIDRE 
Friday, September 21 
6:30 pm (Tickets Required) 

YOM KIPPUR 
Saturday, September 22 
9:30 am Services begin (Free & Open) 

9:30 am Services & Activity Members 
Grades K-7 & Childcare 
2:00 pm Young Famihes Service (Free & Open) 

Add some meaningful connections to your 
life. Become part of the Jewish Commu- 
nity. Become Part of our Community! 

151 Remesen Street, Brooklyn NT 11201 
www.bhsbrooklyn.org 
Call now to join and register your chil- 
dren for our excellent religious school, 
phone: (718) 522-2070 fax: (718) 522-5976 



Wednesday, September 12th 

Evening Service at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, September 13th 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Tashlich at 4:30 p.m. 

Meet us at the synagogue 
or the waterfront 
to cast our sins away 

Friday, September 14th 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 

YOM KIPPUR 

Friday, September 21st 

Kol Nidre Service at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, September 22nd 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor at 12:00 Noon 

For more information, please call the 
Synagogue Office at 718.875.9124 

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 
Assistant Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn 
Cantor Shira Lissek 
Educational Director Marlene Antebi 



Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201 
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ARTS & CRAFTS FOR THE KIDS, SHOFAR-BLOWING DEMONSTRATIONS, 
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Kane Street Synagogue 

A Conservative Egalitarian Congregation 
236 Kane Street (between Court and Clinton) • Cobble Hill, Brooklyn 
(718) 875-1550 

Visit kanestreet.org for more information 
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This High Holiday season, join the conversation. 

Try Park Slope Jewish Center, Brooklyn’s 

inclusive, egalitarian, Conservative synagogue. 1 

8th Avenue at 14th Street. Come on in. 

Call 718/768-1453. Visit us at psjc.org 



sept. 8, ioam, Open House Shabbat 
sept. 9, 9:30AM, Hebrew School begins 
sept. 12, 6:45PM, The High Holidays begin 


See our website for 
a full calendar of services 
for adults &. children. 

psjc.org 


HIGH HOLIDAYS - 5768 
ROSH HASHANA SERVICES 

Wed. Sept 12 Evening services 7 pm 
Thurs. Sept 13 Daytime services 9 am 
Shofar blowing 11:30 am 
Fri. Sept 14 Daytime services 9 am 
Shofar blowing 11:30 am 
Evening services 6:30 pm 
YOM KIPPUR 
Fri. Sept 21 Kol Nidre 6:40 pm 
Sat. Sept 22 Daytime services 9:00 am 
Yizkar 12 noon 
Neilah 6 pm 


THE ANCIENT WAY 
THE MODERN WAY 


CONGREGATION 

B'NAI JACOB 

Your Second Home 


401 9TH ST ■ PARK SLOPE ■ BROOKLYN 
(718) 832-1266 ■ www.parkslopeshul.org 


Build awareness of the Divine Presence 
in every day life in our socially diverse 
and modern Jewish community 
Come to B'nai Jacob for a Shabbat and 
Hobday experience that inspires a love 
of Judaism, no matter what your back- 
ground or level of observance. 
B'nai Jacob's approach to Jewish tradi- 
tion is authentic, beautiful and impas- 
sioned. All those who attend receive 
the tools for spiritual fulfillment, deep 
learning and social engagement. 


Join Chabad Of Brownstone Brooklyn for the 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 

at any of our two locations in the area 

Start the New Year 
on a high 



PROSPECT HEIGHTS 


569 Vanderbilt Avenue 
Rabbi Mendy Hecht & Rabbi Tali Frankel 
Rosh Hashana 
Wed., Sept. 1 2th at 6:30 pm 
Thurs., Sept. 13th at 10 am 
Fri., Sept. 14th at 10 am 
Yom Kippur 

Fri., Sept. 21, Kol Nidre 6:45 pm 
Sat., Sept. 22 
Yizkor and Neilah 5:30 pm 


WINDSOR TERRACE 


1266 Prospect Avenue 
Rabbi Yaakov Ciment and Moishe Hecht 
Rosh Hashana 
Thurs., Sept. 13th at 10 am 
Yom Kippur 

Fri. Sept. 21 st at 6:45 pm 
Sat., Sept. 22nd at 5:30 pm 


Call to Reserve: (718) 965-9836 or (718) 938-1435 
or email: chabadps@aol.com 

Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn wishes you all a very 

Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Torah classes, Shabbat Services, Daily Morning and Evening Services, Mommy & Me, Preschools, Teen Clubs, Hebrew After 
Schools, Women Study Groups, Holiday Events, Hospital Visits, and so much more. 



Brooklyn Heights Synagogue 

We are a dynamic, inclusive reform Jewish community 
in the heart of Brooklyn Heights, with programs, services 
and learning opportunities for people of all ages. 

Join us for the High Holy Days! 
SELICHOT 

Saturday, Sept. 8th 
8pm (Free & Open) 

EREV ROSH HASHANA 
Wednesday, September 12 
6:30pm (Tickets Required) 

ROSH HASHANA 
Thursday, September 13 
9:30 am Morning Service (Tickets Required) 

9:30 am Services & Activity Members Grades 6-7 
2:00 pm Young Families Service (Free & Open) 
ROSH HASHANA - 2nd Evening 
Thursday, September 13 
6:30 pm Evening Service (Free & Open) 

ROSH HASHANA 2nd Day 
Friday, September 14 
9:30 am Morning Service (Free & Open) 
SHABRAT SHIV A FI 
Friday, September 14 
6:30 pm Service 
SHABBAT SHUVAH 
Saturday, September 14 

10:00 am: Shabbat Morning Service, Brown Bag 
Lunch & Study Session (Free & Open) 

KOL NIDRE 
Friday, September 21 
6:30 pm (Tickets Required) 

YOM KIPPUR 
Saturday, September 22 
9:30 am Services begin (Free & Open) 

9:30 am Services & Activity Members 
Grades K-7 & Childcare 
2:00 pm Young Families Service (Free & Open) 

Add some meaningful connections to your 
life. Become part of the Jewish Commu- 
nity. Become Part of our Community! 

131 Remesen Street, Brooklyn 1NY 11201 
WArw.bhsbrooklyii.org 
Call now to join and register your chil- 
dren for our excellent religious school, 
phone: (718) 522-2070 fax: (718) 522-5976 



ROSH HASHANAH 

Wednesday, September 12th 

Evening Service at 6:30 p.m. 


Thursday, September 13th 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Tashlich at 4:30 p.m. 
Meet us at the synagogue 
or the waterfront 
to cast our sins away 


Friday, September 14th 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 


YOM KIPPUR 

Friday, September 21st 

Kol Nidre Service at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, September 22nd 

Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor at 12:00 Noon 


For more information, please call the 
Synagogue Office at 718.875.9124 

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 
Assistant Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn 
Cantor Shira Lissek 
Educational Director Marlene Antebi 



Congregation 

Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 

Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201 
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FOLLY 


Continued from page 1 
— 17 percent from Park Slope. 

“The problem is people [from 
outside the area] don’t know about 
[the tourist trolley],” Colton said, 
adding that she could not evaluate 
the wisdom of Markowitz’s invest- 
ment in a new trolley without 
knowing what other changes are in 
store for the program. 

“Is it worth spending valuable 
resources on something like 
this?” she asked. “It can be, but 


Ready to 


1-866-NYQUUS • 1-866-697-8487 

www.nysmokefree.com 


Call for FREE patches, gum, or lozenges . 4 


NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


*lf you qualify - most smokers do 
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The campaign eventually led to 
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Have you met - 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 1 
best'kept secret ? 


:nr 




Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly... 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge. 


I 






Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon. J 


with unlimited calling 

to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First .... 

/ f§> TIME WARNER 
including installation. V$ |/ cable 


Call anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 


INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS 


CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Reel changes 


Have online movie rentals killed the video store in Brooklyn? 



E very film comes to an end, and with the 
continuing growth of online movie 
rentals, many of Brooklyn’s independent 
video stores have called, “Cut!” 

But many others are soldiering on, fight- 
ing the industry’s King Kong — Netflix — 
block by block, title for tide, genre by genre. 

Joe Martin, who owns the Reel Life South 
video store in Park Slope and has been in 
business for a decade, has felt a pinch in re- 
cent years — but he’s responded by adding 
an extra day to his rental policy and carrying 
more obscure titles. 

True, he makes less money now than 
when his store opened, but, he said, “the ship 
hasn’t sunk yet.” 

Martin and others carry on because true cin- 
ema buffs often have trouble finding what they 
want from a mainstream service like Netflix. 

Film noir fans, for example, make their way 
to Noir Video in Greenpoint, a small shop 
that’s all about bizarre films and strict policy. 

“The more obscure, the more bizarre, the 
better it sells,” said Noir Video owner Will 
Malitek. “As of now, 80 percent of [the 
store’s] income is obscure stuff.” 

So, if you want to rent “Vampire Junc- 
tion,” you’ve got to play by Malitek’s rules, 
which require that every movie be returned 
by 1 1 pm the day after its rental — and in 
person. The store doesn’t have a drop box 
and the rental fee is a non-negotiable $3. 

Video Noir has been open for over two years 
— outliving a local Blockbuster store — and 
Malitek said his business is still growing, 
thanks to his offbeat selection. 

Malitek said that his unique taste in movies 
is critical to his success. “I go on the Internet 
and if the name looks strange, or bizarre, I buy 
it,” he said. “ I’ve been really deep into movies 
for all my life. I don’t really care about the 
movie or who is in it. I go by directors and it 

But you don’t have 


CINEMA 


to be a noir nut to ap- 
preciate an actual 
video store. Dan Wu, 
who opened Video 
Free Brooklyn in Car- 
roll Gardens five 
years ago, doesn’t see 
Netflix as a competi- 
tor. Wu said that 
while the DVD giant 
has quantity, he him- 
self has quality. 

“It’s like the differ- 
ence between order- 
ing Fresh Direct and going to a gourmet deli,” 
Wu said. “We can have a personal relationship 
and know what you like.” 

Wu hasn’t changed his business model in re- 
sponse to Netflix’s growing popularity. He still 


Reel Life South (1111 Eighth Ave., be 
tween 11th and 12th streets in Park Slope) i: 

tion^call (/l8°%5-9775L Pm ' 

Film Noir Video (10 Bedford Ave., be 

in Greenpoint) is open daily fr 
For information, call (718) 389-5 

Video Free Brooklyn (244 Smith St., be- 
tween Douglass and Degraw streets in Carroll 
Gardens) is open Sunday through Thursday 

day from noon-1 1 pm. 


charges late fees — a steep $3.25 per-day for 
new movies — and doesn’t offer delivery. “I 
just can’t do those things,” said Wu. 

But Wu can compete with other neighbor- 

hood stores, and is 

considering opening 
another location in 
Park Slope. He 
thinks that Video 
Free Brooklyn’s for- 
mula — wide selec- 
tion, high-energy staff 
and quality customer 
service — would 
work there. 

“We have all the 
interesting art house, 
cult weirdo stuff, but 
don’t want people to 
be turned off or think 
we’re obnoxious. It’s not about the attitude.” 
Though even in Park Slope, you’re not 
guaranteed a happy ending. “I wouldn’t rec- 
ommend anyone to go into this business 
now,” said Reel Life owner Martin. 


Marty Amo, who owned Heights Video in 
Brooklyn Heights for 21 years, agreed with 
Martin. His store was a treasure trove of 
videos, housing 30,000 tapes — the largest 
collection in the state, Amo claimed. But 
when videos gave way to DVDs, he couldn’t 

“Business was disappearing,” said Amo. 
“I saw the handwriting on the wall.” Two 
years ago, Heights Video closed for good. 

And now the video veteran, casting him- 
self as a fortuneteller, believes the days of the 
mom and pop video store are numbered. 
“Netflix has had a tremendous impact on the 
[video store] business,” said Amo. “I think 
the life of the video store is almost up.” 

Even among its fans. Claire Jackson, of 
Boreum Hill, is still a member of Martin’s 
video store, but she doesn’t rely on it for her 
everyday selections. “We go to the video 
store when we’re having a party and want 
something specific to project on the wall,” 
she said. “But usually we forget to bring the 
movies back and have late fees. For that rea- 
son, Netflix is just way more convenient.” 


By Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


R.I.P 

A history of defunct devices 

We've gone from seeing movies at 
grand, one-screen palaces to renting 
them to downloading them into our 
two-inch iPod so we can watch them 
on the subway. Things change quickly 
in the world of technology, so GO 
Brooklyn took a moment to look back 
at inventions that, though antiques by 
today's standards, were cutting edge 
in their time. — Juliana Bunim 

1906 : RCA Victor's "Victrola" model 
record player uses cylindrical records 
made of pressed wax. 

1926 : Scotsman John Logie Baird in- 
vents the "Televisor," the first TV. Its 
screen was postcard sized and showed 
black-and-pink — not black-and-white 
— images. 

1933 : The first drive-in movie theater. 
The big screen, and teenage dating, 
would never be the same. 

1939 : Black-and-white television takes 
the world by storm at the World's Fair. 
1954 : RCA Victor makes the first color 
TV. The model CT-100 had a 12-inch 
screen, and a suggested retail price of 
$1,000. 

1963 : Compact stereo tape cassettes 
and players are developed, paving the 
way for the mixed tape, a format no 
iPod playlist could ever beat. 

1965 : Bill Lear, he of the Learjet, intro- 
duces the 8-track tape this year, and 
convinced Ford to include a player in 
its 1966 models. 

1972 : Atari debuts "Pong" — the first 
electronic computer arcade game — 
and opposable thumbs are finally useful! 
1975 : The Betamax video recorder and 
tapes are introduced. 

1976 : VPIS cassettes and players are 
released, but unattainable. The first 
VPIS-format VCR is only in Japan, and 
for a whopping $885. 

1978 : Pioneer unveils the LaserDisc. 
1982 : Remember long boxes? The first 
compact discs, in their environmentally 
unfriendly packaging, are released. 
1996 : VCRs begin their long day's jour- 
ney into night: DVD players are intro- 

1999 : TiVO, the first digital video re- 
corder (DVR), is unveiled. Finally, we 
can pause live TV. 

1999 : Netflix is founded, much to the 
chagrin of college mailroom workers 
worldwide. 


Iran’s trans 

Iran might seem hostile towards some countries, 
but it sure does love the trannies. 

On Sept. 9, learn more about the Islamic Republic’s 
suprisingly liberal policies concerning gender reassign- 
ment surgeries in “The Birthday,” a Farsi-language 
documentary that will 
screen at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s 
“The Best of NewFest.” 
For those who mis- 
sed out on the annual 
June festival, the BAM 
film series resurrects its 
award- winners and audi- 
ence favorites over the 
course of a single week- 

Other films include “Saving Marriage,” directed by 
Mike Roth and John Henning, which chronicles the 
straggle to keep gay marriage legal in Massachusetts. 

If the Ayatollah Khomeini granted permission for 
gender reassignment surgery, anything’s possible. 

"The Best of NewFest" runs Sept. 7-9 at 
BAM's Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette Ave., at Ash- 
land Place in Fort Greene). Tickets are $11. For 
information, call (718) 636-4100 or visit 
www.bam.org. — Christopher Murray 



All aboard 

When Giacomo Puccini wrote “II Tabarro,” the 
first part of the opera “II Trittico,” he envisioned the 
perfect setting — a barge docked on the Seine in 
Paris. Although Brooklyn’s Buttermilk Channel might 
not be the Seine, it works just fine for the Vertical 
Player Repertory. 

“It’s the ideal atmos- 
phere,” said VPR Ar- 
tistic Director Judith 
Barnes. “It represents 
gritty people and a hard- 
working life.” 

Aboard the Mary A. 

Whalen, the audience 
will experience the rela- 
tionship of the characters with the illuminated water- 
front as its backdrop. Different from the original, the 
VPR’s production of “H Tabarro” brings it even closer 
to home by setting the piece in 1940s Brooklyn. 

"// Tabarro" will be performed on Sept. 7, 9, 14, 
and 16 at 7 pm at the Red Hook Marine Terminal 
(70 Hamilton Ave., at Van Brunt Street). Tickets are 
$25. For information, call (212) 868-4444 or visit 
www.smartix.com. — Chiara Cowan 



MUSIC 


Man the Fort 

Nobody wanted Woodstock in Fort Greene Park. So 
it was no surprise when Fort Greene Fest organizer Pe- 
ter Tulloch encountered resistance from the Washing- 
ton Park Block Association, a group that was set 
against his July weekend 
of music, merriment and, 
they feared, mayhem. 

“I understand their 
concerns,” said Tullah, 
“[but] this is a public 
park and I think in some 
ways it’s being viewed 
as their front yard.” 

So on Saturday, the 
yard will finally be 
rockin’. Starting at noon, file festival will include 
food from local vendors, a screening of Rosie 
Perez’s film, “Yo Soy Boricua,” and music from 
artists like Lizz Fields, Claudette Ortiz and headlin- 
ing act Talib Kweli (pictured); a lineup that Tulloch 
thinks will draw up to 5,000 people. 

Vocalist Ortiz said that the festival should foster a 
sense of community rather than earn the ire of neigh- 
bors. “I am looking to buy a place around [Fort 
Greene Park] myself,” she said. “I would like to be 
able to walk across the street to an event like this.” 

Fort Greene Fest (enter park at DeKalb Avenue 
and Cumberland Street) begins at noon on Sept. 8. 
Free. For information, call (646) 249-5729 or visit 
www.fortgreenefest.com. — Adam Rathe 





60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718 . 624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 
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fired of the usuaf 
funchtime fare? 

Tine Japanese cuisine, 
jpfus fuff sushi har, 
for funch or dinner. 


Nanatogf 

Japanese Restaurant 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri £> Sat) 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 
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Grana opening euencs 

seDCemDer 13 - 16 

mo couer cnaree, pnx Fixe Dinner 

murs, sepc 13, sditi: 

Bradford Hayes Quintet 
Featuring Grammy-nominated, 
saxophonist Bradford Hayes 

FPl, sepc 14, 8PITI: 

Leo Johnson Quartet 
Featuring long time veteran 
jazz saxophonist Leo Johnson 

sap, sepp 15, 8PITI: 

Vince Seneri Trio w/ Dave Valentin 
and Special Guest Paul Bollenback 
Featuring Vince Seneri, dynamic 
Hammond B3 organist, flautist par 
excellence Dave Valentin, & special 
guest guitarist Paul Bollenbach 

sun, sepp 16 , 7 pm ; 

Elias Sarkar Quartet 
Middle Eastern Music by veteran musicians 
on oud, kanoun, and tabla, and featuring 
Oriental dancers, including legendary Morocco 
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Is It Dry? 


^here’s an old poem that 
that only someone in tt 
- could truly appreciate: it’s 


lent of 


wine business, traveling, tasting, learning and 
buying. He knows the soil of the vineyards the 
grapes have grown in, he knows the cellars they 
were made in. He has worked with great Chefs 
matching wines perfectly with their dishes. He 
has filled his cellar with outstanding wines from 
the best vintages, cellared them so that they are 
at their peak, ready for the enjoyment and plea- 
sure of his guests, and all anyone ever asks him 
is: “Is it dry?” 

There is no doubt that the question I 
am asked more often than any other is: “Is it 
dry?” but when I ask, in return, “What do 
you mean by dry?” not one person in one 
hundred actually knows what they mean. 
Here’s what “dry” means with wine: not 
sweet. Period. Sweet wine is never dry, and 
dry wine is never sweet. It’s that simple. In 
order to fully understand the difference 
between dry and sweet, and how wines get 
that way, we really have to take a look at 
fermentation. 

Fermentation is the process wherein 
sugar is converted into alcohol by the action 
of yeast, giving off C02 and heat as byprod- 
ucts. More sugar, potentially, equals more 
alcohol. As a rule, grapes from cooler cli- 
mates have less sugar at maturity than 
grapes from warmer areas do. This disparity 
in the amount of sugar in the grapes is why 
so many German wines, for example, can be 
perfectly dry at 8 or 9 percent alcohol, while 
Napa Valley wines often come in at mouth- 
numbing 15 percent yet still have residual 
sugar in them. Still, sugar levels before 
fermentation do not always directly relate to 
sugar levels after fermentation. 

The sweetness that we taste in wine is 
from the sugar in the grapes that is not trans- 
formed into alcohol during fermentation. 
This is called Residual Sugar. What is often 
confusing for people who are just beginning 
to learn about wine is learning to differenti- 
ate the taste of sweetness (sugar) with the 
taste of fruit. There are plenty of wines that 
are dry (low in sugar) yet smell and taste of 
ripe fruit. Many of these are terrific warm 


By Darrin Siegfried 

weather wines, delicious by themselves or 
with light foods. Some of them are abso- 
lutely wonderful “food wines”, matching 
well with a wide range of dishes. The white 
wines from Germany and Alsace come 
unmeaiately to mind. If you haven’t tried 
Choucroute Gamie, “real” sauerkraut with 
several cuts of fresh and smoked pork and 
pork sausages with a cold, crisp Riesling or 
Pinot Blanc, you’re missing out on one of 
life’s great pleasures. 

The fermentation process stops natu- 
rally when either all of the available sugar 
has been turned into alcohol or when the 
alcohol level has become high enough to kill 
off the yeast cells. Different strains of yeast 
can survive in varying concentrations of 
alcohol. A wine maker can stop the fermen- 
tation by chilling the wine and then filtering 
the yeast out, leaving intact a desired level 
of residual sugar. Fortified wines such as 
Sherry, Madeira, Marsala and Port have 
pure alcohol added to stop fermentation, 
preserving their naturally high levels 
of sugar. 

In the United States, sweetness in 
wine is most often thought of as something 
to avoid, and I can’t understand why. We 
consume far more sugar in its many forms 
than the people of any other nation, yet we 
can’t imagine drinking a wine with more 
than a trace of it. Cola drinks contain the 
same amount of sugar that you’d get if you 
took your morning coffee with five sugars! 
Even dessert wines aren’t that sweet. Most 
of us will admit that we’ve enjoyed a slice 
of pizza, a hot dog or a hamburger with a 
cola, right? Why not try a wine that’s about 
one tenth as sweet? 

A bit of residual sugar in your wine 
can often help to balance the flavor of a 
dish. A few weeks ago, I wrote about 
Vouvray and mentioned a dish with a simple 
cream sauce that complimented the wine 
beautifully: that “just a touch” of sweetness 
was just what the dish needed. It’s all about 
balance, really... but that’s what we’ll talk 
about next week. 



211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 — $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Thebaud 718.222.2505 
Louise Ehrmann 718.222.2506 
Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.com 
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Raw talent 


Nanatorigoes beyond just 
fish and makes a splash 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 

S ushi has been served for centuries 
in Japan, evolving slowly over 
time. In Brooklyn, however, it 
only took 24 years for the exceedingly 
popular dish to reach brand new 
heights. 

At Montague Street’s Nanatori, 
which recently underwent a six- week 
renovation that completely overhauled 
the dining room and parts of the menu, 
the surprise doesn’t come from strange 
creatures and exotic concoctions, but 
what the kitchen does with the familiar. 

Sitting in the dining room, now clad 
in dark wood with a splash of color 
coming from lanterns near the front 
window, Nanatori feels very much like 
a traditional sashimi stop; the sushi 
chefs wear uniforms and make their 
cuts behind a bar that acts at the 
room’s focal point. So, my friend and I 
were surprised when the first dish that 
we ordered — “chicken maki” — ar- 
rived oozing American cheese. 

The friend is into health food, and I 


DINING 
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didn’t want her to judge me, so we 
both danced around the plate for a 
while, not daring to take the first bite. 
The chicken was pounded thin, bread- 
ed and rolled like a log. Inside, it was 
stuffed with the gooey cheese and a 
vegetable mix, and when it came to the 
table it had been sliced like a sushi roll. 
We each ran a piece through the sweet- 
and-sour sauce that it was served with 
and tossed it down the hatch — the 
rest of the roll was gone moments lat- 
er. However unconventional, it was an 
apt, and delicious, way to start our 



Spring for this roll: Nanatori's fried oyster roll, at left, is one of the inno- 
vative dishes that keeps the dining room, above, busy. 


As we moved onto our next plates, 
the oddest dish was again the most en- 
joyable. An order of shumai was a bit 
over-steamed and a Japanese take on 
crab Rangoon was delicious but heavy 
with a fried shell and mayo sauce. So 
when the “Tuna Martini” arrived, spout- 
ing a wave of noodles over the rim of its 
cocktail glass carrier, I knew we were in 
luck. The raw fish was tossed with a 
spicy dressing and sprinkled liberally 
with a crunchy roe, giving it both tex- 
ture and flavor, and the just-right por- 
tion had us both enjoying the dish with- 
out feeling too weighed down. 

Which was a good thing, since the 
next dish we tried was a hearty beef 
teriyaki. Normally I would avoid this, 
tasty as it was, because when I go out 
for sushi, sushi is what I want to eat. 
But I know from experience that some- 
times the whole “raw seafood” thing 
creeps people out, and in those cases 


you need a nice, well-cooked piece of 
meat to placate them while you get 
your fish fix. 

With the appetizers and teriyaki be- 
hind us. We were finally able to dig 
into some fish. A plate of salmon sashi- 
mi was fine, if a bit chewy, but quickly 
forgotten when spicy tuna rolls and — 
I was beside myself just ordering this 
— fried oyster rolls arrived at the table. 
Here again the chef’s ingenuity sur- 
passed tradition in the taste depart- 
ment. What might seem out of place at 
your average sushi spot, crispy oysters 
with cucumber and a spicy mayo that 
tastes like a trip to the shore, fits in 
here and isn’t subject to inferior treat- 

Therein lies the charm of Nanatori. 
If you’re a fish snob with Nobu on 
speed dial, this might not hit the spot, 
but if you’re an adventurous eater with 
a taste for innovation, dive right in. 



Seeing stars 


We’ve always known that Franny’s on Flat- 
bush Avenue was a great place to grab a meal 
— and that it’s an especially prime spot for a 
first date — but we kind of hoped the rest of the 
world would never catch on. 

It was inevitable though, and last week, New 
York Times food critic Frank Bruni gave the 
eatery a two-star review, causing a stampede to- 
wards Prospect Heights. 

“We were busier than normal for sure, and our 
regular guests were a little overwhelmed,” 
Francine Stephens, Franny’s co-owner, told GO 
Brooklyn. “We always have Manhattan guests, so 
they weren’t that unusual. [But] we had a number 
of people from New Jersey and Connecticut.” 

Not that she’s complaining. The line at the 


door never exceeded an hour or so, and the 
kitchen got to try out some dishes that were pre- 
viously not so popular. 

“Our new guests were ordering what Frank 
Bruni recommended,” said Stephens, who added 
that the only thing the confused new diners was 
the restaurant’s diminutive size. 

“People expected it to be larger,” she said, “but 
this is it.” 

Franny's (295 Flatbush Ave., between 
Prospect Place and St. Marks Avenue in 
Prospect Heights) is open Tuesday through 
Thursday from 5:30-1 1 pm, Friday from 5:30- 
1 1:30 pm, Saturday noon-1 1:30 pm and Sun- 
day noon-10 pm. For information, call (718) 
230-0221. — GO Brooklyn 


Black Rabbit’s hip hop 


Greenpoint is getting popular with twentysome- 
thing refugees from Williamsburg and Manhattan, 
but the neighborhood is still predominantly Polish. 
So, when Dan Lanier decided to open a bar with an 
international twist, locals were surprised to find that 
he was serving more Guinness than Zywiec. 

“England has all these gorgeous little pubs,” said 
Lanier, a British ex-pat who’s tried to replicate the 
charm of an English watering hole with Black Rab- 
bit. “The kind of places that are beautiful, but still 
might have someone getting sick in the comer.” 

The good news is that the Black Rabbit is beauti- 
ful — despite the complete absence of customers 
yakking in the shadows. The glistening dark wood 
tables, cozy booths and simple red-and-black color 
scheme — not to mention the portrait of Lanier’s 
dapper great grandfather, whose nickname gave the 
bar its name, hanging on the wall — create an ambi- 
ence akin to that of a speakeasy mn by a charmingly 
louche Oxford don. 

“The place might look a little fancy, but we want 
it to be as populist as possible,” Lanier said of his 
two-month-old haunt. “It’s the kind of place I’d 



The bar’s offerings show that Lanier isn’t just 
paying lip service to mass appeal. Black Rabbit of- 
fers both $15 bottles of Lindemans Framboise and 
three-buck cans of Miller Lite. In addition to whim- 
sical cocktail specials and a healthy selection of 
wine and liquor, there’s also a small but thoughtful 
menu of sliders, a cheese plate and Welsh rarebit 
spooned over tater tots. 

When the weather cools down, expect to find 
shepherd’s pie and Guinness stew warming patrons’ 

How has rapidly gentrifying Greenpoint respond- 
ed to the arrival of this quaint, snuggly, very English 
newcomer? “Business,” said Lanier with a smile, 
| “has been better than expected. Greenpoint’s still a 
| real neighborhood, you know?” 

| Black Rabbit (91 Greenpoint Ave., between Man- 
1 hattan Avenue and Franklin Street in Greenpoint) is 
£ open Monday through Wednesday from 4 pm-2 am, 
I Thursday and Friday from 4 pm-4 am, Saturday from 
e noon-4 am and Sunday from noon-2 am. For infor- 
| mation, call (718) 249-1595. — David Marchese 
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John’s song 

Turturro sings to GO Brooklyn 
about his new movie musical 


ItTL distribution 
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r • brunch 




decades thinking about his new film, "Romance & Ciga- 
left, breaking into song. 


he said. “Like a lot of what the director called “a modest 


design; Turturro said that he had been a lot of music,” 1 

ss that’s based on fear what it was designed for.” thinking about making this film for people, I used that as an escape and price.” 

and buzz,” Turturro And plenty of time went into that 20 years. “I grew up in a house with way to fantasize and take flight from The musical numbers in “Ro- 


Turturro vs. Buscemi 


my life.” mance & Cigarettes” are lips synced 

“Romance & Cigarettes” is not a along to the original music, resulting 
traditional film. Its cast, including in a bit of a visual disconnect, but to 
James Gandol- Turturro the songs 


The release of "Romance & Cigarettes" marks the sixth collaboration between Park Slope legends ? on ’ j^te Wins- ^ authenticity of a 

John Turturro and Steve Buscemi. On this momentous occasion, we decided to look back on some of P^^pher & ^ ^ ^orie^S 

te, notabte jent and how each of the p layers W -AO.nOM,, , « W g ffj&Sg fe SISKS £ 

Barton Fink (1 991) ^ ^Adim Sandler comedy intro- (OH tro^le-^ve^one Panted'to S bution. " ^ ** ^ * *** diS * n ’ 

starred Turturro^ l^B pj^ss^ ^wholf n^w generation f “ getting permissions for the ^ “Sometimes all the stars align and 


DINNER FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

7 Nights A Week 


Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 




5 Washington St^Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. 
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CONEY ISLAND 

Sideshows by the 
Seashore 

At the comer of Surf Ave. and West 12th Street in 
G ,o yis!.-,n i ;/.G: o/GMjV 





Oh, yes: On Sept. 8, check out Texan rock band Oh No Oh My! (pic- 
tured) alongside Marla Hansen, Clare and the Reasons, and La Strada 
at a free show at the Sound Fix Lounge. 
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ADVERTISER RESULTS PROVE 
OUR YELLOW PAGES DELIVER 
MAJOR RETURN ON INVESTMENT 
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FIND OUT TOUT COST EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLIf D PROGL 


CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorLocal.com 



T^7:30 pm!' 
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Party with The 

Capone’s Bar 

221 N. Ninth St. at Roebling Street i 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-4044, 


1 3: Eye Contact and guests featuring Ryan 
Sawyer, Matt Lavelle, and Matt Heyner, 10 
pm, FREE; Sept. 14: Superpowers, 10 pm. 


TALK TO US.. 


ile. Indudena 


its in Brooklyn Nightlife, pi 


We regret we cannot take listings over the phone. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Bklyn’s tourist trap 


T he end of the summer is a good time to take 
stock — and since the summertime hordes of 
tourists will be thinning, it’s a great time to 
consider our borough’s effort to attract visitors and 
keep them here long enough to spend their money. 

Two just-issued reports show that Brooklyn’s 
leaders need to do a lot more. 

One study, put out by the Center for an Urban 
Future and called, appropriately enough, “A 
Bumpy Ride,” focuses on a free, trolley-styled 
bus that takes visitors around Prospect Park and 
nearby cultural attractions — the so-called 
“Heart of Brooklyn” institutions. 

Designed as a way of attracting tourists, the 
seven-year-old bus “hasn’t yet had a meaningful 
impact on attendance at participating cultural 
venues.” In fact, the report pointed out, “aware- 
ness of [the trolley] actually decreased in recent 
years,” even as Brooklyn has “taken major steps 
to raise its profile as a tourist destination.” 
Instead, the bulk of the minuscule ridership 
lives in the neighborhoods the trolley serves — 


people who use it for a free ride. It is estimated 
that only seven percent of the riders are from 
outside New York. 

“It’s clear that the trolley isn’t working in its 
current incarnation,” the report concludes. 

Nonetheless, Borough President Markowitz has 
put up nearly a half-million dollars of your money 
to buy a new faux trolley. The report points out — 
and we agree — that Markowitz will be throwing 
away money unless there is better marketing and a 
more frequent trolley schedule, two things that will 
cost even more money. 

It’s time to cut Brooklyn’s losses. A fake trol- 
ley is not a tourist attraction and never will be 
(although a real trolley, along a more heavily 
trafficked Downtown Brooklyn route, certainly 
would be). 

A second report — this one put out by the 
cruise industry — also showed what can happen 
when politicians spend taxpayer money without 
proper consideration of whether the cost repre- 
sents a good investment. Although the report 
gushes about the $35-billion contribution that 


cruise lines make to the U.S. economy, the fine 
print reveals that local communities don’t benefit 
from the arrival of cruise ships, even when the 
ships berth in the neighborhood. 

Red Hook residents know that story all too 
well. The city built a $56-million passenger ship 
terminal and promised hundreds of jobs and mil- 
lions into the local economy Only 14 full-time 
positions materialized and cruise-related contri- 
butions to the New York economy actually 
dropped, despite far more embarkations and ar- 
rivals at local piers. 

Of course, when critics — including this 
newspaper — pointed out that the city’s promis- 
es were based on faulty, overly optimistic projec- 
tions, or asked reasonable questions about the 
city’s true motives for trying to evict a long- 
standing cargo port in favor of a maritime- 
themed tourist “attraction,” they were dismissed 
as impediments to progress. 

But as both reports show, progress in the 
tourist industry does not always mean throwing 
good money after bad. 
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LETTERS 


Gersh’s push for green angers some Slopers 


To the editor, 

Gee, I wonder what planet Gersh Kuntz- 
man comes from because I know it’s not 
Brooklyn. I was bom and brought up in 
Park Slope when it was a true family neigh- 
borhood. People fought with each other but 
were there for each other, too. And they had 
real problems. REAL PROBLEMS! They 
didn’t go ballistic over rubber bands in the 
street (“Rubber band man fights on,” The 
Brooklyn Angle, Aug. 25). 

I no longer five in my beloved neighbor- 
hood. I moved out because of people like 
Gersh. He invaded like a pack of aliens and 
destroyed the family atmosphere of Park 
Slope. Maybe one day, Gersh will have 
some real troubles and can stop worrying 
about nonsense. 

Denise Decker, Bay Ridge 

Editor's note: Kuntzman lives in Park Slope with his 
wife and two kids — a family, last time he checked. 

To the editor, 

It seems Gersh Kuntzman has a compul- 
sive disorder with either mbber bands or the 
postal service (maybe both)! I’m all for envi- 
ronmental and health consciousness, but first 
you must look within your own backyard. 

Why doesn’t The Brooklyn Paper tell its 
Yuppies not to put poop (feces) in residential 
garbage cans when walking their puppies? 

And why doesn’t The Brooklyn Paper 
criticize the same people for buying real 


Christmas trees instead of artificial ones? 
Cutting down a tree just for a holiday peri- 
od, then putting it in the garbage, is envi- 
ronmental murder. 

You get my point: It’s easier to criticize 
somebody else than to see yourself. 

Name and neighborhood withheld 

Remembering Jack 

To the editor, 

Thanks for the obituary on Jack Gallahue 
(“John Gallahue, 76,” Sept. 1). He was a 
master therapist, a man of great compassion 
and vision, filled with an enormous love of 
life. All who were privileged to know him 
felt touched and embraced by his humanity. 
A truly irreplaceable man! 

Bill Wertheim, Westchester 

Not sweet on rodeo 

To the editor 

Few things would horrify me more than 
a rodeo being brought to Brooklyn (“Rodeo 
gal wants to fill park with bull,” Aug. 25). 
Without the use of spurs, tail-twisting, and 
bucking straps cinched tightly around then- 
abdomen and groin, these frightened and 
often docile animals wouldn’t even buck. 

They are terrorized into action when they 
have shoved into them electric prods, then- 
necks twisted, when they are yanked by 


their tails or legs, slammed to the ground, or 
otherwise battered. 

Victoria Booth, Bay Ridge 

She loves Bklyn 

To the editor, 

The tourist guides did not prepare my 
husband and me for the friendly and caring 
Brooklynites whom we met during our first 
visit last month. 

We delighted in the hospitality at The Tav- 
ern on the Dean, Tom’s restaurant and the 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden. We stared in 
awe at the Statue of Liberty from the porch 
restaurant at Fairway. We imposed on Brook- 
lyn folks to photograph us in front of the Ver- 
razano-Narrows Bridge, the East River boat 
traffic and the distant New Jersey shore. 

The most-impressive experience of the 
entire weekend occurred when my husband 
forgot his wallet after a ride in a yellow cab. 
The loss was reported to the police and the 
cab company. Within 24 hours, a cab com- 
pany employee phoned to report the return 
of the wallet by one of their taxi drivers. All 
of the contents were intact. 

The sights of Brooklyn are impressive. But 
the people of Brooklyn surpass its tourist at- 
tractions. We will never forget their honesty 
and their helpfulness. They turned a possible 
disaster into an unforgettable, happy memory. 

Beth Thomson, North Reading, MA 


Lysiak lover 

To the editor, 

I moved to Bay Ridge from Downtown 
Brooklyn earlier this year and want to com- 
mend Matthew Lysiak and your newspaper 
for its coverage of this community. 

I was pleased to read Lysiak’s column 
about the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge recon- 
struction project and the news that it will be 
completed six months ahead of schedule 
(“Verrazano fix-up zoom$ along,” Bay 
Ridge Edition and online, Aug. 25). Like 
any construction project, it has caused traf- 
fic jams and driving hassles. 

I want to publicly thank Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella for, as your article stated, getting the 
MTA to finish the project ahead of sched- 
ule. It is refreshing to see elected officials 
pay attention to important local issues and 
get actual results, not just have photo-ops. 

Michael J. Bruno, Bay Ridge 

Ridge needs spots 

To the editor, 

Your recent story about a new parking 
lot on 87th Street (“Beep approves Century 
21 lot,” Bay Ridge edition and online, Aug. 
25) did not point out that the 279-space 
garage will make a tiny dent in Bay Ridge’s 
need for 1 ,000 more spaces along its three 


main retail streets. What Bay Ridge (and all 
shopping streets) actually need is the 
AVAILABILITY of parking spaces. 

My company, Community Consulting 
Services developed a dozen strategies to ac- 
complish that, but due to local politics, the 
initiative was quashed. 

Carolyn Konheim, Boerum Hill 

Ain’t no brothel 

To the editor, 

I take issue with your characterization of 
the property at 153 Lincoln PI. as a “quiet 
brothel” prior to its sale and current conver- 
sion (“Hot Sheets Lead to Hot Prices,” Park 
Slope Edition and online, Aug. 18). 

As a 30-year resident of the block, it was 
always my impression that prostitution was 
a minor part of the goings on there. The 
property seems to have been principally 
used for time-limited assignations, and for 
overnight stays of this sort. 

The problem with the property was mostly 
aesthetic in that regard, although there was 
one rather uncharacteristic murder of a clerk 
who worked there some years ago. 

Years ago, some residents of the block 
were against its conversion on the grounds 
that it would aggravate an already difficult 
parking problem. 

But the inexorable gentrification of Park 
Slope goes on. Saul Raw, Park Slope 


Ridge ain’t N.O. 

To the editor, 

Your article regarding the federal relief 
funding for tornado victims in Bay Ridge 
caught my attention (“FEMA to Ridge: Ask 
Bush,” Aug. 25). I don’t disagree with the 
fact that those people in Bay Ridge need 
our help, but what about New Orleans? 

Bush was also on vacation at the time of 
Hurricane Katrina and chose to ignore the sit- 
uation. What makes Brooklyn different? Bush 
didn’t care then and he doesn’t care now. 

If it has nothing to do with the war we’re 
fighting for and profits for his corporate 
pals, you might as well not have a voice. 

Renee Rodriguez, Williamsburg 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 

ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 



BROOKLYN 


STREET 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET 212 966-5432 
BLUE POINT 9A MONTAUK HIGHWAY 631 363-2882 
DIX HILLS 854 E. JERICHO TURNPIKE 631 271-6616 


LOCATIONS. 


Friends and families are invited to Sunrise of Sheepshead Bay 
for an Open House on Saturday, September 1 5 and Sunday, September 1 6. 
Join us as Nancy Brady and Linda Marshak, elder law attorneys, 
discuss estate planning and applications to senior living. 




Sunrise. 

Senior Living 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 718-616-1850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30 


|#f 

% 1# * v 

i 


All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 




FOR 7 MONTHS + SEPTEMBER FREE 


Almost 8 MONTHS of Boxing, Cardio, Dance, Squash, Racquetball, Conditioning, Aquatics, 
Gymnastics, Martial Arts, Billiards, Fencing, Softball, Wallyball, and Junior Sports. 
This special Membership expires May 1, 2008. 


Membership at Prospect Park and LI Clubs is only $695. 
All Clubs Access Membership is only $725. 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 
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ACUPUNCTURE 


DENTISTS 


■ 



CHINESE SUCCESS 

QI-QONQ THIN A BOVYWORK CENTER 

Effective Treatments for: 

• Pain Management (Neck, Shoulders, 

Back, Arms, Legs, Etc.] 

• Stress • Depression 

• Insomnia • Arthritis 

• Sciatica • Headache 

• Facial • Rejuvenation 

• Sports Injuries • Poor Digestion 

• Low Energy 

718 - 788-2372 

Open 7 Days A Week 
1 0:30 am - 10:30 pm 
457 7th Ave., 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 



DENTISTS 



GENERAL & COSMETIC 


DENTISTRY 

CROWNS 

Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 


414 Seventh Avenue 

PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

(718) 768-8372 

DENTURES 





Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) [n n'ance 

■'SET (718) 622-8020 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 
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• Bleaching/Z00M 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive & Bonding 

Dentistry • Advanced Sterilization 

• Gums & Implants • Behavior Modification 

• Bleaching • Sealants 

• Nitrous Oxide • Fluoride 

(Sweet Air) • Preventative Dentistry 

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 
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We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mraaaH 

789-5700 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 


IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS ; Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 

LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 


189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


DERMATOLOGIST 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp, in working with trauma survivors k those 


Groups, Couples k Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LGSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement » PVT Brooklyn Office 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Home Care By Seniors For Seniors 


Our loving, caring, compassionate 
niors are there to help. We offer al 

home, living independently. 

• Companion Care 

• Meal Preparation/Cooking 

• Personal Care 

• Overnight and 24-hour Care 

• Transportation 

• Shopping 
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DOWN ON DUFFIELD 

One resident hopes to save home... 



By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

All she wants is a meeting 
with Mr. Mayor. 

Homeowner Joy Chatel be- 
lieves that she could, if given the 
chance, convince Mayor Bloom- 
berg to abandon a longstanding 
plan to raze her Duffield Street 
home — a wood-frame structure 
that many historians believe was 
a stop on the Undeiground Rail- 
road — to make way for a new 
park and an underground garage. 

“If I met with him, we could 

should have a chance to try,” 
said the activist, whose house 
once belonged to abolitionist 
Harriet Truesdale. 

Chatel did meet the mayor in 
his first term — before the city 
hatched the multi-billion-dollar 
plan to replace her modest home 
with a plaza for office workers 
and hotel guests in a newly re- 
vived Downtown Brooklyn. The 
pair talked about improving 
Brooklyn’s schools, she said. 

“[Bloomberg] was so easy- 
going and open to listening. 
That’s why I voted for him and 
why I want to meet with him,” 
she said. 


“The house,” she added, “has 
warrior spirit that you just can’t 
tear it down. I don’t think that 
he understands that yet.” 

Chatel’s three-year-old battle 
against the city’s plan came to a 
head last month when the De- 
partment of Housing Preserva- 



Joy Chatel 


tion and Development issued 
the legal determination that sets 
into motion New York’s lengthy 
eminent domain procedure. 

The letter came after a city- 
funded consultant report 
claimed there was no Under- 
ground Railroad activity at 
Chatel’s house — a report that 
was trashed by eight of its 12 

Then, last month, Mayor 
Bloomberg an- 
nounced that he 
would recognize 
the abolitionist 
work that hap- 
pened on Duffield 
Street with a $2- 
million commem- 
oration nearby — 
but not spare Chatel’s house 
from the wrecking ball. 

Chatel’s property is one of 
more than a dozen named in the 
HPD determination, which 
must be challenged within 30 
days. Chatel said she will fight 
the Bloomberg Administration 


determination — even as she’s 
trying to meet with Hizzoner. 

Then again, he added, “We are 
talking about someone’s home.” 
A city spokeswoman could 


not comment on the mayor’s 
meeting schedule, but said emi- 
nent domain “would be used 
only as a last resort” on 
Duffield Street. 



...while another is ready to cash out 



Lewis Greenstein, who owns 233 Duffield St., remains 
convinced that his building, and others like it, were once 
part of the Underground Railroad. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Buy me out fair and square 
and I’ll go, Duffield Street 
building owner Lewis Green- 
stein said this week. 

“It’s not about money in my 
pocket,” the landlord and amateur 
historian told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per. “It’s about economics. I know 
that eventually the city is going to 
steal [the building] from me. I 
want a fair price in the open mar- 

The offer to leave comes after 
years of not-over-my-dead-body 
proclamations from Greenstein, 
who has been fighting to save his 
233 Duffield St. building - 
which may have been a way sta- 
tion on the fabled Underground 
Railroad — from the city’s plan 
to raze it and six other houses to 
make way for a Bryant Park-like 
office and park development. 

Greenstein’s change of heart 
came on the heels of the condem- 
nation of property belonging to his 
neighbor and ally Joy Chatel (see 
story above). Expecting a similar 
fate for his own three-story home, 
he said this week that he would be 
wilting to sell it to the city on the 
condition that a tunnel in the base- 
ment that could’ve been an escape 


route for former slaves is moved to 
a museum. He said he would do- 
nate proceeds from the sale of his 
building to commemoration proj- 
ect honoring Downtown Brooklyn 
aboliuomsts. 

“I worked for the city for 30 
years and I just want to see the 
right thing happen,” said the re- 
tired Greenstein, who, ironically, 
worked for the city’s real-estate 
department. 

Greenstein bought the Duffield 
Street building in the late 1990s. 
In the decade since, the value of 
the land has shot up tremendous- 
ly, thanks to the Downtown 
Brooklyn Plan, which rezoned the 
area for high-rise towers and set 
in motion the process that will 
soon lead to Greenstein’s con- 
demnation. 

Greenstein declined to put a 
number on his sell-out price, but a 
similar site nearby had an asking 
price of $17.5 million in 2005. 
The site never sold, though, and is 
now on the same condemnation 
list as Chatel’s home. 

A spokesman for the Depart- 
ment of Housing Preservation and 
Development said that if the city 
did decide to acquire Greenstein’s 
property, it would negotiate a 
price before condemning the land. 


GARDEN THIEF ... 


Continued from page 1 
as a snowball. The perps even 
left behind an empty beer bot- 
tle. A trail of leaves led toward 
Third Avenue — but then van- 

Getting to the roots of the 
mystery has proven to be a 
thorny proposition, since the 
bandits do their clipping at 
night and there have been no 
reported eyewitnesses. Since 
there is no known black mar- 
ket for contraband foliage, the 
case becomes murkier. 

Yafei believes it could be a 

“It is probably just some 
kids pulling a prank,” said 
Yafei. “Maybe someone just 
wants to give his girlfriend 
some flowers.” 

Regardless of intentions, the 
perps could find themselves in 
hot water if this operation gets 
nipped in the bud. 

That’s because clipping 
plants is vandalism — and con- 
victed vandals can go to prison. 

Of course, there is nothing 
new under the sun; at least as 
far as plant clippers are con- 

Only a decade ago, many 
Brooklyn residents even went 
to the extent of chaining their 
plants to the ground, but those 
days were thought to be behind 
us. The new band of plant 
thieves has residents wonder- 
ing if the time has come to 
bring back the chains — or 
maybe even vigilante justice. 

“Do I need to chain the rest 
of my plants?” asked Yafei 


with a laugh. “I’ll tell you one 
thing, if I find out who did this 
I will clip off their hands.” 

Officer Jeffery Swain from 
the 68th Precinct suggested a 
slightly different punishment. 

“Stealing plants is larceny, 
which means that if you are 
caught, you could certainly go 
to jail,” he said. “We encour- 
age everyone whose plants are 
stolen to report it as soon as it 


happens.” 

Swain says his superiors 
know that plant theft is a grow- 
ing problem in Bay Ridge. 

“People steal anything that 
isn’t chained down,” he added. 

But the motive remains a 
mystery. 

The manager of Enchanted 
Florist, a Fifth Avenue plant 
store, said it’s unlikely that the 
thieves are re-selling the pil- 


fered plants. 

“People who steal plants out 
of yards to resell them are go- 
ing to have a problem,” said 
the manager, who gave his 
name only as Steve. “Once the 
plant is established, it is hard 
to be replanted and in most 
cases it will die.” 

He said the crime is most 
likely being committed by kids 
with nothing better to do. But 
he added that a full grown 
snowball like the one stolen 
from Yafei could sell for more 
than $60. 

That’s a lot of green. 



Fatama Yafei, who lives at 247 79th St., is one of about a dozen residents of the block who 
say vandals have stolen foliage and destroyed gardens. 
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Judith Zuk, 55, led Garden 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Judith Zuk, who ran the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden for 15 years and was an 
influential botany educator and a lover 
of magnolias, died last week after a long 
struggle with breast cancer. She was 55. 

Zuk led the Botanic Garden from 
1990-2005, a major period of growth. 
During that time, she raised million of 
dollars to renovate the world-renowned 
Japanese hill-and-pond garden, the fra- 


grance garden, lily pool terrace, the Os- 
borne garden, the Cranford rose garden 
and the children’s garden. 

She also oversaw the creation of a 
stunning plaza filled with her beloved 
magnolias. In 2005 when she retired, the 
plaza was renamed for her — and in that 
same ceremony, a variety of magnolia that 
had been developed at the Garden was 
named for her, magnolia x ‘Judy Zuk.’ 
The plant’s flowers (right) are yellow with 
a purple tinge at the base and are said to 
smell like fruit. 


“Judy was an extraordinary and adored 
leader,” said Earl Weiner, chairman off the 
Botanic Garden’s board. “Her death rep- 
resents an enormous personal loss to all of 
us ... as well as to the worldwide horti- 
cultural community.” 

Zuk, a longtime Park Slope resident, 
was also the co-editor in chief of the 
“American Horticultural Society A-Z En- 
cyclopedia of Garden Plants.” 

A celebration of Judy Zuk's life is being 
planned for Sept. 23 at the Botanic Gar- 
den. Details have not been announced 



Report: Cruise industry fails Hook 



Drawing a line on global warming 



HIGH HOLIDAY 

YIDDISH CONCERT 

With world renowned cantor 
Schneur Zalman Baumgarten-Tenor 
commentary and explanation 
by Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

Sunday, September 9 
4:00 pm (Doors Open at 3:30 pm) 

$12 Per Ticket 
$10 Senior Citizen 

Enjoy classical Yiddish Renditions, 
Including: 

My Yiddishe Mama 
Roszekes Mit Mandlin, 

Oifin Pripitchik 


Reservations suggested by not required, 
contact Levana (718) 596-4840 x 18 
www.bnaiavraham.com 



Congregation B'nai Avraham 

AA~J DpaaUiih UaImU+o 

i i / Kemesen oireex • brooKiyn neignts 



Hampton Jitney 
extends Bklyn stay 



NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased the 
following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or 
products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather supply 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it's illegal to request money before 


CADFiET ADS 


WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES 


Business Opportunities 
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Pitching 
should 
lift Clones 

S INCE IT’S EARLY SEPTEMBER, WE’RE GOING 
back to school. But instead of instructing from the 
classic New England Primer, we’re going to use the 
New York-Penn League Playoff Primer. 

This figurative tome explains that in the New York-Penn 
League, only the three division winners and the second-place 
team with the best record make the playoffs. The team with 
the best overall record (at press time, Brooklyn) will meet 
the wild-card team (at press time, Staten Island), in the first 
round of the playoffs. 

Both Brooklyn and Staten Island have clinched playoff 
spots, but it’s unclear who will win the division and who will 
be the wild card. 

If the current standings held through the end of the season 
on Friday, the Cyclones’ playoffs start with a best-of-three 
series at Staten Island on Sunday, Sept. 9, followed by the 
second game at Brooklyn on Sept. 10, and a third game, if 
needed, on Sept. 11. 

So let’s look closely at these two teams. 

Brooklyn and Staten Island split their 14 regular-season 
games. The teams are close in ability, but Brooklyn has the 
edge in this conflict because of its pitching. 

Should the Cyclones meet their cross-Narrows antagonists 
in the first round, Brooklyn will have three tough starters to 
throw at the Yankees. 

Dylan Owen, the Brooklyn ace, would start on Sunday. At 
5-foot- 1 1 , the right-hander is a head shorter than many of the 
Staten Island pitchers, but his excellent control makes him 
dominant. 

“He can throw all his 
pitches for strikes, and that 
keeps hitters off-balance,” 
said Cyclones’ pitching coach 
Hector Berrios. 

Owen has walked only 12 
batters while striking out 58, 
and he has both a league- 
leading record at 9-1 , and the 
circuit’s top ERA at only 
1.65. 

Dillon Gee, another righty, 
would start the second game. 

This season, he’s 3-1 with a 
2.41 ERA. 

“Gee spots his fastball, and 
his change-up has hitters out Dillon Gee 

in front,” said Berrios. 

Mike Antonini, a new 

lefty, has a 0-0 record, with an ERA of 0.46, in his two starts 
and five relief appearances. He has a sinking fastball and a 
nice slider that makes him effective against the lefty-heavy 
Yankee lineup. 

On offense, the Cyclones feature a new lead-off man, up 
from the Gulf Coast Mets, Ezequiel Carrera. 

“He’s like having another Ichiro,” said Staten Island man- 
ager Mike Gillespie, comparing our the lightning-fast out- 
fielder, with his .345 batting average and assortment of slap 
hits, deliberate chops, slashes, and bunts, to the Seattle 
Mariners’ MVP centerfielder, Ichiro Suzuki. 

Carrera’s emergence has allowed former lead-off hitter 
Micah Schilling to bat second, where Schilling has not only 
put up a .289 average, but broke the club record for most 
walks in a season (59). 

Sc hillin g can bunt and hit-and-run whenever Carrera gets 
on — no minor thing in a series that will likely come down 
to small ball. 

I ason Jacobs, usually playing first base, will hit third, 
sporting his club leading 10 homers, and he’ll be fol- 
lowed by clean-up man Lucas Duda, surging in both av- 
je and power, and coming off a recently-ended 17-game 
hitting streak. Cesar Candido, recently called-up from 
Kingsport, is now the Cyclones’ regular catcher. 

He has an outstanding arm to use against the Yankees, 
who like to run. 

And now for Staten Island. 

“They have a very scrappy line-up,” said Berrios. 

“They have very good eyes, and early in the count they’ll 
take off-speed stuff — curves, sliders, and change-ups and 
try to get ahead in the count. 

“They’ll also foul-off a lot of pitches when they’re in two- 
strike situations.” 

Andy Braunstein, editor of the Met and Yankee Minor 
League Reporter, agrees with Berrios’s assessment. “The 
Staten Island Yankees are smart hitters,” he said. 

“Especially tough is the top of their line-up. Not much 
power, but you have to keep the top of the line-up off base.” 
Braunstein isn’t kidding. These guys do get on base. 

The Yankee lead-off man, second baseman Justin Snyder, 
is a small left-handed hitter who is hitting .340 (with a .466 
on-base percentage). 

Braedyn Pruitt, also a left-handed batter, plays third and 
hits third and he’s hitting .344 with a .449 OBP. 

Hitting in the lower half of the order is 5-foot-7 D.J. 
Hollingsworth. Another lefty hitter, the diminutive outfield- 
er is hitting .361 with an OBP of .463. 

Infielder Damon Sublett is injured, but could return, and 
he’s batting .323 with eight homers and 52 RBI, an outstand- 
ing RBI total for a short-season league. 

The Yankee pitching relies on finesse, and every one of 
the team’s 18 hurlers is right-handed. The staff features: 
Ryan Zink (6-1, 3.43 ERA); Zach McAllister (4-5, 4.52); 
and Ryan Pope (3-0, 2.13) 

Overall, the Brooklyn pitching, which leads the league 
with a staff ERA of 2.97, should be able to hold all those 
crafty, slap-hitting lefty Yankee hitters in check. 

Brooklyn fans and players should guard against hubris, 
but plan to be at Coney Island for the playoff finals. 

You heard it here first. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn base- 
ball, will appropriate the iambic pentameter style of his an- 
cient ancestor and offer some final thoughts in verse. This 
week's contribution, "Staten Island Sonnet," looks forward 
to the coming playoff battle between the Cyclones and the 
nefarious Yankees by looking back at the 1951 Dodgers-Gi- 
ants playoff. 

The crime was done — the fun undone that year 
By spy ensconced, a telescope to see 
From center field the signs — they'd peer. 

Those Giants took the pennant home for free. 

A native Scot, but Staten Island raised, 

Yes, Bobby Thomson's still the nicest guy. 

And even he admits those Giants praised 
So much, their pennant run was done by spy. 

Remember, Thomson's Staten Island through and 
through — 

From New Dorp, Curtis High, and Tompkinsville. 

From '57, that karma comes anew 
To Staten Island, now a bitter pill. 

Its playoff hopes? Oh, no, it's karma's blow. 

Say Brooklynites, "Too bad, you know you owe!" 

\ r 



Dillon Gee 
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Jacobs leads at plate, in clubhouse 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

First-baseman Jason Jacobs is 
having what may be the best of- 
fensive year in Cyclones history 
— but he doesn’t only lead in 


the statistical categories. He 
leads on the field, too. 

The second-year Clone leads 
the New York-Penn League 
with 10 home runs, and has a 
team-leading 43 RBIs — but his 


teammati look to him for more 
than big numbers. 

“He’s our leader,” said short- 
stop Matt Bouchard. “He does 
so much on the field, but he al- 
ways gets us revved up in the 


Yankees throw at our leader 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

How intense is the rivalry between the 
Staten Island Yankees and the Brooklyn Cy- 
clones? Here’s the latest piece of evidence. 

The Yankees were leading 5-0 on Sept. 2 
when Cyclones’ first-baseman Jason Jacobs 
came to the plate in the top of the sixth to face 
reliever Jason Kiley. 

Kiley’s first pitch was behind Jacob’s head. 

Kiley’s next pitch was also behind Jacob’s 

After that, the deluge! Jacobs started towards 
the mound, Kiley started towards Jacobs, and 
both benches and both bullpens emptied. 


Within seconds, more than 60 players and 
coaches were squaring off. 

Cyclones manager Edgar Alfonzo ordered 
his team back to the dugout, and calm was soon 
restored without the services of officers from 
the 123rd Precinct across the street from the 
Yankees’ ballpark. 

Kiley and Yankee manager Mike Gillespie 
were ejected — but that didn’t satisfy Jacobs. 

“Obviously, I thought it was intentional [to 
throw at me],” he said. 

Gillespie seemed eager to get back to playing 
baseball. 

“The fire is out,” he said the day after the 

Perhaps it is, but just wait until the playoffs. 


clubhouse before games when 
we need it. He’s our guy.” 
Manager Edgar Alfonzo has 
certainly noticed the improve- 
ment in Jacobs, who hit only 
.217 last year — almost 60 
points lower than this season. 

“He’s been outstanding,” said 
the skipper. “He’s getting chances 
to drive in runs and he’s making 
the most of it. He’s been swing- 
ing the bat well all season.” 
Jacobs is just three homers and 
three RBI short of the team’s sin- 
gle season records, both set by 
Frank Corr in the inaugural 2001 
season. Even if he misses those 
marks, the West Palm Beach, 
Florida-native is satisfied with 
what he’s accomplished. 

“I’ve had a great season and 
I think it’s because I wouldn’t 
want to take the field with any- 
one else,” said Jacobs, who has 
hit seven of his dingers at the 
pitcher-friendly Keyspan Park. 

“This is the best team I’ve 
ever played on and I think I 
owe a lot of my success to my 
teammates. They’ve had my 
back all season.” 



Paper Exclusive: Ketchup speaks! 


Clone set 
to dance 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

One of the three racing hot 
dogs who sprint from the left- 
field wall to home plate after 
the top of fifth inning says he 
still has a shot to win it aU. 

Ketchup — not his real 
name — told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per that he intends to battle his 
fellow franks Relish and Mus- 
tard until all the crumbs are 
counted. 

Going into the Sept. 5 race, 
Relish has won 10 contests to 
Mustard’s 9 and Ketchup’s 7. 

“Being an athlete is about 
never giving up,” the last-place 
dog said about the indognity 
(sic) of being the hind hound, 
his words translated by a hot 
dog whisperer. 

“Sure I’m in last place — 
they’ve tricked and tripped me 
all year, but I can still catch up. 
In fact, that’s my name — 
Ketchup. So if Relish and Mus- 
tard dog it in the final races, I 
can still win. 

“Every dog has his day!” 

But at least one fan felt that 
Ketchup had bitten off more 
than he could chew. 

“I like Ketchup — he’s a 
good dog,” said the fan, who 
admitted to preferring Mustard, 
as well as mustard. “But he’s a 
bit of a clown out there. That 
Relish — man, has he turned it 
around this year! He’s unstop- 



Ketchup, seen here losing yet another race, hopes to have his fortunes turned around during the playoffs. 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Cyclones infielder Joa- 
quin Rodriguez hasn’t had 
the easiest time of it at first 
base this season, so he’s 
doing what any committed 
professional would do to 
improve himself: he’s tak- 
ing dancing lessons. 

“I’m going to be taking 
salsa lessons and yoga 
classes to improve my foot 
work at first,” said the Mia- 
mi native, who is hitting 
.258 with 10 RBI this sea- 
son, but has been a bit 
shaky making the transition 
from shortstop to first base. 

“I’ve heard from some 
guys that it’s a great way of 
increasing my flexibility 
and footwork, so I’m going 

sprinting and weightlifting 
during the off-season.” 

Rodriguez was clear 
about why the John Travolta 

takes out there this year and 
all I can do is try and learn 
from them,” said Rodriguez, 
who has committed three 
errors in 27 games this sea- 
son. “This is the first time 
playing first base since I 
was about 7-years-old, so 
there was a lot of pressure 
originally. It’s a lot different 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that 
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. 
Here's how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2007 

( Through 72 games) 

( Through 72 games) 

Record: 49-23 

Record: 47-25 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Cyclones clinched the 

The Cyclones beat the Yan- 

division title by scoring five 

kees 5-0 thanks to seven 

runs in the last four innings. 

innings of unhittable start- 

including the game-winner 

ing pitching by Nick Carr. 

in the bottom of the ninth 

The team scored three in 

on Wayne Lydon's single. 

the fourth, thanks to singles 

Reliever Jason Scobie (3-0, 

by J.R. Voyles, Matt Bou- 

0.89 ERA) got the win. 

chard and Raul Reyes. 




Dad glad with a dinger 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

On Aug 25, Matt Bouchard 
hit his first professional home 
run in Vermont with his mother 
and father in attendance. 

It was his father’s birthday, 

“I was happy to finally get 
one under my belt, but my fa- 
ther was thrilled,” said East 
Greenwich, Rhode Island na- 
tive. “He said it was the best 
birthday present he ever got. 
They drove five hours [from 
Rhode Island] to come see me, 
so it felt really good to send 
them home happy.” 

The homer was certainly the 
punctuation mark on what has 
turned out to be a great season 
for Bouchard, who is hitting 



ment with the ground on the 
other side. 

“I told him I wanted the 
present I bought him back since 
he was so happy with the 
homer,” said Bouchard with a 
smile. “He wouldn’t give it 
back though.” 


in Little League, I’ll tell you 
that.” 

When Cyclones skipper 
Edgar Alfonzo heard about 
Rodriguez’s off-season regi- 
men, he not only liked it, 
but thought it could help the 
youngster in other areas of 
his life. 

“I think that can really 
help him. I’ve heard of a 
few players doing that over 
the years,” he said. “Plus, 
it’ll give him some rhythm. 
He needs it.” 


Bouchard scores. 


.379 since the All-Star break. 

Despite making his father’s 
day, Bouchard may have had an 
ulterior motive in smashing his 
first homer, a line drive, two- 
run shot that sailed over the left 
field wall like it had an appoint- 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Sept. 1 1 , 1 957 Dodgers 9 - Cubs 1 
Johnny Podres went the distance, holding the hapless Cubs 
to six hits and keeping the third-place Brooks seven games 
back. Carl Furillo was 4-for-5 with two RBIs. Ernie Banks hit 
one of his 512 career homers for the lone Cubs run. 


Cyclones hold on to first place 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Cyclones ended the 
week with a thin lead over the 
nefarious (and defending 
champion) Staten Island Yan- 
kees, but the Clones did lock 
up a playoff berth — and a 
Yankees-Cyclones first-round 
battle appeared likely as we 
went to press. 

Yankees 4 
Cyclones 2 
Sept. 1, at Keyspan Park 

After falling behind 2-0, the 
Cyclones fought back, scoring 


single runs, thanks to a Micah 
Schilling homer in the fourth and 
a Jake Eigsti double in the fifth. 
But the Baby Bombers broke 
open the game, scoring single 
runs in the sixth and seventh off 
inconsistent reliever Steve “Im- 
peach” Cheney, who took the 
loss. Schilling remains third in the 
league in on-base percentage. 

Cyclones 3 
Yankees O 

Sept 2, at Staten Island, Game 1 
Starter Michael Antonini was 
masterful over his 4-1/3 innings, 
but reliever Brant Rustich got 
the “W” with 1-2/3 innings of 


shutout pitching. The Clones 
scored first on a bases-loaded 
passed ball, and added runs on a 
Matthew Bouchard double in the 
sixth and a Lucas Duda double 
in the seventh. Duda is fourth in 
the league in two-baggers. 

Yankees 6 
Cyclones O 

Sept. 2, at Staten Island, Game 2 
The Yanks treated starter 
Nick Waechter like a batting 
practice pitcher, scoring runs in 
the first three innings and two 
more in the fifth. The only 
bright spots for the Cyclones 
were the 2-for-3 leadoff hitting 


of Ezequiel Carrera and the two 
hits by Matthew Bouchard. 

Cyclones 5 
Yankees O 

Sept. 3, at Keyspan Park 
Cyclone starter Nick Carr was 
virtually unhittable, scattering 
four hits over his seven innings of 
work and raising his record to 5-2 
on the year. The key inning was 
the fourth, when the Cyclones put 
up three runs, thanks to singles by 
J.R. Voyles, Matthew Bouchard 
and Raul Reyes, and a double by 
newcomer Cesar Cordido, who 
later added a SAC fly in the sixth 
and a single in the eighth. 



Yankees 5 
Cyclones 4 

Sept. 4, at Staten Island 
The Yanks cut the Cyclone 
lead to 1-1/2 games with a come- 
from-behind win. After the Baby 
Bombers jumped ahead 3-0 off 
starter Tim Stronach, the Cy- 
clones stormed back, scoring two 
in the fifth on a Jason Jacobs dou- 
ble, and two in the eighth on sin- 
gles by Ezequiel Carrera and 
Micah Schilling. But Cyclones 
reliever Brant Rustich gave up an 


eighth inning solo shot to tie the 
score, and Eddie Kunz gave up 
the game winner. 

Cyclones 3 
Spinners 1 

Sept. 5, at Keyspan Park 
Matt Bouchard hit a walk-off 
two-run homer in the bottom of 
the ninth, but Brooklyn starter 
Dylan Owen was just as much 
the star of the game. Owen 
pitched seven shutout innings, 
striking out 11 Spinners and 
giving up just three hits. 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


its - Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

. 718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.* 718-893-4006 




J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 ass 


Tree Service 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 



Call CaHoV888T27-3235 Q 



o 718-263-8383 


Windows 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 



Call Rene (718) 227-8787 9 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 A44 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218ThirdAve. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 


Visit us online at: 

brooklynpaper.com 



29th day of August, 2007, bearing Index Number N500763/2007, a copy of which 



Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on the 
30th day of August, 2007, bearing Index Number N500768/2007, a copy of which 
may be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS 

the right to assume the name of Rachel Ambats. My present name is Rachel Ambats, 


Catering Establishment under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 457 Rogers 
Avenue, Brooklyn, County of Kings for a on-premises consumption. AVIS 
TOWNSEND Bp3536 


REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS II HOUSES 


Grymes Hill, SI 

Brand New Studio apt, cntrl. 

5 m'insto SHerry & ^Tridge!' 
Pay own utils, no pets, avail. 
Oct. 1, $800/mo. 

+ 1 mo. sec., credit chk. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 

Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 

Pre-war Fully Renov ■ Hrdwd Firs EIK 
Vry Sunny New flpp. $1450 Call Frank 

718-679-1242 Realtor Fee a 3 3 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 
$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Indudes 


Email: studiomilo@yahoo.com 

1250 SF Med. Ofc. 
Park Slope/P.Heights 

PRIME LOC DRMN BLDG. 
Walk to subway Nr Hosp. 
W/Reception, 3 Exams, 
Waiting RM, 2 PVT Bth, Lab 

MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231 


Vacation Getaway 

Historic Bucks County, just 90 min. from 
Manhattan. Renovated 3bd., IV 2 ba. 1200 
sq.ft. Contemporary cottage in gated Comm. 

By Lake Nockamixon, Pa. Just listed at 
$97,500. Call Ron Bodden @ RE/MAX 440 
(215) 538-4426 


Grymes Hill, SI 

EIK, cntr. A/C, backyard deck. 


garage. Easy i 
bus, 5 mins. 1 
bridge. Pay ov 


to SI ferry & VZ 
1, $2000/mo. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 



2 Family Brick 

Greenwood Hts, 6/5 
South Garden ■ Semi- 
Finished Basement ■ 
Delivered Vacant 

Joan Natale Real Estate 
718-797-4661 ER33 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses • Condos • Co-Ops • 

New Construction Projects • 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

ie Metrotech Ceni 


Dowr 


m Brooklyn 


(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


brooklynpaper.com 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 



Kathryn Lilly 

Associate Broker 

f Prudential Douglas Elliman 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens ‘Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill «Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Receptionist / Office-Clerk Medical 

Answer phones, filing, data entry, and Pfos ect park ALp q] 
other clerical duties. Computer literate, Brooklyn’s premi ’ °’ 
experience a plus. Fax Resume to services centers, 1 

718-852-8628 ate openings for the following 

il to prfcmoil@yahoo.( 

LPN 

Cook- Entry level position 


Social Work 



HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 


www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 

for a free information kit or tour. 
Sponsored by The Community Coalition. 




Notice Of Sale. Supreme Court-County of Kings. 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as 
nominee for Fairmont Funding, LTD., its successors 
and/or assigns (Plaintiffs) Against Sofei Diaz, a/k/a 
S. Diaz, Gerardo Diaz a/k/a G. Diaz, et. al. 
(Defendents) Pusuant to a judgment of foreclosure 
and sale duly dated 2/2/2006. I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 261, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, New York on 10/4/2007 
at 3:00 PM premises known as 2306 Quentin Road, 
Brooklyn, New York 11229. All that certain plot 
piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings and State of New York Section, 
Block and Lot: 6806-2 Approximate amount of 
judgment $424,937.77 plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of 
Judgment lndex#9734/05 Robert Sgarlato, Esq., 
Referee. Steven J. Baum, P.C. , Attorney for 
Plaintiff, P.O. Box 1291, Buffalo, NY 14240-1291. 
Dated 8/24/2007. 


Multi Service Foster Care 
Agency Seeks: Homefinder 
in our Brooklyn office to re- 
cruit, train, & license appli- 
cants for foster care. FT w/ 
flex hours, some weekends 
& evenings req'd. BA req'd. 
Driver's license & foster care 
experience preferred. Send 
or fax resume with cover 
letter to: 

Seamen's Society for 
Children & Families 
Human Resources Dept. 
50 Bay Street 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
Fax: 718-720-2321 


Small Law Firm in Carroll Gardens Red 
Hook, Seeking Paralegal and/or 
Legal Secretary. Personal injury law 
experience a plus. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Free parking on 
premises. Email resume to 
Lonuzzi@aol.com hsss 

Painters & Plasters 

Wanted for full-time, 
high quality interior 
work. Experience 
necessary. Call Jerry 

(917) 734-271 6 w35 


Administrative Assistant 
Please send resume to: 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 
Fax: (718)622-3995 

Apply in Person: 

One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 


Retail Sales 
Park Slope Wine Shop 

Full Time & Part Time positions 
(including entry leveD open 
immediately at Red White & 
Bubbly, the Park Slope wine 
shop with the highest Zagat 
Survey rating in all of 
Brooklyn! Love of wine & a 
great personality a must! 


Bring resume to 21 1-213 
Fifth Ave (at Union Street) 
or fax to 718-636-7604 


RedWhite&BubWy 


Facilities Manager 

SEEKING, f/t Facilities Mgr 
for 42,000 sq ft Dance Center 



mmdg.org/contact/positions_available 


Waitress Wanted 
For Restaurant in 
Park Slope on 
5th Ave. Call Bill 

718-541-4088_ 


ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 
advertisement today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (71 8) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


WORK IN DUMBO 

SELLING ADS BY PHONE 

You'll be in charge of lots of high-dollar 
existing accounts, plus selling new clients. 
Home Improvement and Real Estate 
are our hottest categories. 

Full Time preferred 
Salary + Commission + Target Bonus. 

Call Celia (718) 834-9350 x 104 


The Brooklyn Paper 




Notice is hereby given that a license, serial#1 196350 for Beer has been 
applied for by AM & PM GROCERY INC., to sell beer at retail in a gro- 
cery store under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 6223 Fort 
Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11219 for off-premises consumption 

Notice of formation of Action 5, LLC; Arts of Org., filed with NY Sec. of 
State ("SSNY") 07/05/2007. Office in Kings County; SSNY designated agent 

Apt 1A, Brooklyn, NY 11215, All lawful business purposes. 


SERVICES 


Accountants 


fz TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 


240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center a 



Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• advisory services 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 A41 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 



(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz A4 2 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Babysitters 


P/T Housekeeper/Babysitter Available 

Our wonderful reliable and trusted Housekeep- 
er, of over 1 i yean, seeks part time babysit- 
ting or housekeeping position. Has excellent 
reference end dean driver's license. 

718-650-1833 or 212-304-0523 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 



718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 


dimalt@hotmail.com A33 


Merchandi 


Park Slope Moving Sale 

High Quality Furniture 
at Reasonable Prices. 
Bedroom Set, Ethan Allen 
Fall Dining Set, T.V., Sofa 8c 
Much More. 

718-768-1977 „ 3 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Help Wanted 

Immediate Opening In Brooklyn! 
612 Degraw St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 


Registered Nurse 

We are currently seeking an RN for a 4 month Per 
Diem assignment in Brooklyn. Dialysis experience 
preferred, but willing to train for special procedures. 

End of assignment Bonus Available! 
Straight Days! No Nights! 

No Weekends! 

Submit or Build Your Resume Online: 
www.davita.com/careers 

Nancy.Morton@davita.com 

Tel: 866.998.4023 ^ 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

■ Air Conditioners • 

• Washers & Dryers • 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster 
Contracting 

Spray on Fireproofing 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 
■ Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 
• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 



Gas & Oil Violations Corrected, 

718-762-9200 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move in Qean-up 

7l“8S3^4165 

Heights Cleaning Service 

Residential 8c Office Cleaning 

David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 

i: 




Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

mierbathsiiu.tom for Special Savings 



336 9th Street °P en 7 da Y s 3 week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Avas.) Bkiyn, NY MonZTwiSoam -TsOpm 

(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A 31-23 Ask for George: 

1 1 - 347 - 724-6540 1 


VL 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 

• Brick Work • Brownstone Repair 
• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Windows 
•Wood Floors 
•Finished B 


•Decks 

•Tiling 


Lie #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


. Chris Mullins 
■ General Contracting 


Dormers • Extensions • Windows 


718-276-8558 A37 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.con 
Fully Insured -UdM 252474 



CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

■ Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love, 


MAX@W()RK. 



Always 
exoeedlkv0 yiiixr expect akLa 


S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


GENERAL CONTSACTORS - RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS 

JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation • New Construction 
Custom Design 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 

Interior Exterior 


WWW.JTCASSOC.CC 


PH: (718) 857-2900 4i 


L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen - Bathroom - Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 


“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie. # FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
898711 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


To advertise 
on this page, 
call 1718) 834-9350 

The Brooklyn Paper 


dZZZI^ A30/312< 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• c'urtom'KiXns J °L>s are Owner Supervised \ R °^ 9 

• Finlsbad Basemente V\fe have been -Window 

doing a great job .Additions 

for over ten years _' Do f r ™ rs 

718 - 375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


RENOVATION 


Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



y^nsToin uecRs 


1-800-983 


Boiled • InsMed ' (i-soo-983-3325) 

www.1800983deck.com 718-227-2629 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 


Christopher John Call 718-389-91 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.ci 


NAM — 

f DEMOLITION 

<& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


ALECTRAinc. 


71 8-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 




24br service. Free Installation 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


(718) 633-1859 


_ 


2353 


i t 


Residential & 

Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 






BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bkiyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, FVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance 


Cherry Valley Flooring 

Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyfloaring.com 
( 718 ) 271-4919 • ( 516 ) 486-5830 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors & Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping •Sanding 

24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Large Flooring 


Licen2”?°r <>v 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


• Trees/Evergreens • Topsoil 

• Rock Garden • Lot Cleaning 

• New Lawns • Tree Removal 


(718)451-1300 



ffa- 1 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntty 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work .Painting 
Wallpaper ■ FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 A31O4 

KBM Handyman Services 

Flo ?s;^“r rs 

(718) 763-0379 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 


Call (718) 834-9350 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


HMHHGB 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


M 


Movers (Licensed) 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


SEE] Licensed & Insured » B 

wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 


TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


es and best quality moving 


References 
Free Estimates 

718-439-7309, 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

B ■ bsb ^3 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpaper.com 




FAST REPAIR INC. 

Plumbing • heating • drain cleaning 


(71 8) 258-4600 (71 8) 645-0089 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 8, Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Regan 8c Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718 - 633 - 7498 - 845 - 800-4327 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate «'-o3 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 19 




























































